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Thanks To Our Annual Sponsors!

If youʼd like to become an annual 

sponsor and support the chamberʼs 

mission through an annual pledge, 

please call the chamber office at (910) 

326-1174!

T deland News

MARY RAWLS

REALTY

Check us out on the Web:

www.swansborochamber.org

SACC President Ginger Robles, left, is 
pictured with, from left, Emerald Isle May-
or Edward Barber, Cape Carteret Mayor 

Dave Fowler and Swansboro Mayor 
Scott Chadwick during at the chamberʼs 
general membership meeting.

The message is clear: 

Swansboro and the towns that 

surround it are on a mission … 

a mission to make this part of 

North Carolinaʼs coastline one 

of the best places to visit or 

(lucky you) call home.

So, whatʼs been happening in 

these cozy, coastal towns? Four 
area representatives answered 

this question for the Swansboro 

Area Chamber of Commerce at 
its February general member-
ship meeting at Ribeyeʼs Steak 

House in Cape Carteret.

Cape Carteret Mayor Dave 
Fowler began by emphasizing 

that Cape Carteret was no lon-
ger a sleepy little town.

“We woke up and found our-
selves in the 21

st
 century, and if 

we donʼt do ʻX, Y and Z,  ̓weʼre 

going to fall behind the rest of 

the world,” Fowler explained.

Thus, Cape Carteret estab-
lished the Green Ribbon Com-
mittee and embarked on a col-
laborative effort, joining other 

Carteret County municipalities 

in sending 1,700 surveys to lo-
cal businesses and residents to 

determine the actual needs and 

wants of its citizens.

“We need to fill in the gaps 

for our citizens,” Fowler said. 

“We want to make sure that if 

our citizens need something, 

they donʼt need to drive 30 

miles to get it. We need to de-
velop our towns economically 

to meet the needs of our citizens 

and at the same time not kill the 

goose that laid the golden egg, 

and that is our pristine waters 

and our environment.”

Area business growth and 

exciting new events were the 

topics for Cedar Point Town 

Manager Chris Seaberg.

“We have a few new busi-
nesses but our big news is a 

large, 40,000-square-foot medi-
cal center for specialists,” he 

said. “Itʼll be great for our citi-
zens because they wonʼt have to 

drive to Morehead City or Jack-
sonville for medical help.”

Exciting new events dotted 

the Cedar Point calendar, in-
cluding the inaugural “Festival 

of Lights” during the 2013 holi-
day season, a big success for the 

participating businesses, ac-
cording to Seaberg. The annual 

(See AREA, page 2A)

Military is appreciated
By Mike McHugh

They arrived by the carload.
No sooner had the morning 

light begun filtering through the 
hammock and well into the post 
median carload after carload of 
people continued to pour into the 
state park situated at the edge of 
eastern Onslow County.

The 2023 Military Apprecia-
tion Day hosted by Hammocks 
Beach State Park and presented 

by the Swansboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s Military Affairs 
Committee and under written by 
a generous donation from Ma-
rine Federal Credit Union was a 
smashing success.

The day had something for 
everyone. A chance to say “thank 
you for your service” to those 
who served to those actively serv-
ing and to a very special person 
who wore the uniform during 
World War Two.

This year’s crowd crushed 
precious year’s attendance tallies. 
Park officials believe more than 
4,700 people entered the park on 
June 3, 2023.

Once the throng entered they 
were entertained by a bevy of 
exhibitors from a lawn foam 
party to face painters and balloon 
artists. Static displays from the 
Marine Corps to law enforce-

(See VETS, page 2)
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(910) 326-1174 or visit swansborochamber.org
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ment, first responders and non 
profits such as Jacksonville On-
slow Crime Stoppers and the USO 
greeted visitors in front of the 
Visitors Center.

Did we mention the food? 
There was plenty of food.

More than 80 pizzas and close 
to 2,000 hot dogs were consumed 
that were splashed down by gal-
lons of Culligan bottled water 
and canned Shasta soda. Guests 
cooled down eating 900 sno-
cones that consumed 16 gallons 
of syrup.

Two state ferry boats whisked 
passengers to Bear Island aboard 
for a day at the beach.

During an afternoon ceremony, 
the Keys to City of Swansboro 
were presented to Maj. Gen. Cal-
vert Booth Jr. by its mayor the 
Honorable John Davis.

Guests were also treated to an 
extraordinary experience when a 
World War Two veteran was rec-
ognized. Bear Creek resident Vir-
ginia Reavis was recognized for 
her service. The spry, 102-year-
old, a member of the Greatest 
Generation, attained the rank of E-
5 upon her discharge. During the 
war, she flew with the wounded as 
they were being transported to the 
states. She was in the same com-
mand as her husband who flew 
P-47s. Tough as nails, Virginia 
survived a plane crash during the 
war and just a few years ago an 
automobile wreck.

Courtesy golf carts shuttled 
patrons from the lower park-
ing lots to the Visitors Center 
throughout the day. The carts 
were loaned for the day from 

Cherie Bedford, Phil Bossart and 
Mary Pat Smey.

Mike McHugh is executive 

director of the SACC.

WWII veteran Virginia Reavis, 102, of Bear Creek was 

recognized for her service. During the war, she flew with 
the wounded as they were transported to the states. 

(Mike McHugh photo)

Vets ...
(Continued from front) By Mike McHugh

A major Swansboro real estate 
transaction settled on May 30, 
2023.

MJA Investments LLC 
purchased four parcels in his-
toric Swansboro from Port 
O’Swannsborough and its surviv-
ing owner William David Pinsky. 
The properties encompass the 
structure occupied by Saltwater 
Grill, Port of Swannsborough—
housing retail stores Through the 
Looking Glass and Candy Edven-
ture-- and parking areas adjacent 
to the restaurant and shops plus a 
waterfront dock.

The closing price was 
$3,300,500, according documents 
on file with the Onslow County 
Tax Office.

David said it will be “busi-
ness as usual” for his retail shop 
“Through the Looking Glass” 
which was busy Thursday morn-
ing as long-time staffers contin-
ued to help customers and build 
flower arrangements.

For decades David, the late 
Dr. Henry “Oscar” 
Schindelar and the 
late Hal Silver were 
the owners of the 
LLC with Dave and 
Hal acting as the 
faces of Through 
The Looking Glass. 
Oscar passed away 
in Nov. 2019 fol-
lowed by Hal in 
Oct. 2022.

MJA Inverstments LLC is a 
Jacksonville entity whose manag-
ing member is Melissa J. Ander-
son, according to the N.C. Secre-
tary of State’s website.

Melissa told the SACC she 
is “only a property owner.” Her 
brother Tim Anderson, she said 
owns the Saltwater Grill. Melissa 
said for the short term there won’t 
be any changes to the existing re-
tail establishments but things will 
change after the summer tourist 
season ends.

“CandyEdventure is planning 
to move to another location after 
their busy season this summer 
and I already have new busi-
nesses waiting to come in behind 
them,” Melissa said.

Reached by phone Jessica 
Radley, owner of Candy Edven-
ture said they are planning to 
relocate their business to another 
Swansboro location but declined 
to say where since she is still in 
negotiations for the desired space.

Mike McHugh is executive 

director of the SACC.

Property sale noted
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By Mike McHugh

If patience is a virtue then 
drivers of Swansboro Loop 
Road will need to be virtuous 
until 2025.

The Swansboro Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
reached out to Onslow Coun-
ty’s two state representatives 
in Raleigh: Rep. Phil Shepard 
and Rep. George Cleveland 
to express concerns about the condition of Swans-
boro Loop Road between Norris Road and Belgrade 
Swansboro Road.

Shepard and Cleveland sit on the Transportation 
Committee with Shepard acting as its chair.

Shepard’s office through its legislative assistant 

Ethan Nichols shed some light on future plans for 
the 3.2 mile roadway that connects Main Street Ex-
tension with Belgrade Swansboro Road.

Nichols’ email reply was received on Thursday, 
June 15, 2023, using data and responses from of-
ficials within the North Carolina Department of 

Transportation.
Nichols wrote that an “NCDOT Onslow County 

Maintenance Engineer will review the road for any 
immediate pavement repairs that may be necessary,” 
Nichols wrote. “The Department has a section of 

the road from Belgrade-Swansboro Road and Norris 
Road in our Highway Maintenance Improvement 
Program (HMIP) which is currently planned for 
resurfacing in fiscal year 2025. Until the resurfacing 

of the roadway can be accomplished, the Onslow 
County Maintenance office will continue to moni-
tor this area and perform any pavement repairs as 
needed.”

Nichols pointed out that the section of the road 
from Norris Road to Main Street Extension was last 
resurfaced in 2018.

2025 may prove to be a challenging year for area 
motorist with the Loop Road resurfacing project 

coupled with the planned 
replacement of the Queens 
Creek Bridge.

With several new sub 
divisions and an assistant 
living center now occupying 
land that was formerly agri-
cultural fields, the roadway 

has seen an increase in ve-
hicular traffic. Nichols said 

the annual average daily traf-
fic (AADT) for Swansboro 

Loop Road as last reported in 2021 on Swansboro 
Loop Rd near Mainstreet Ext was “2500 vehicles 
per day and the AADT near Belgrade-Swansboro 

Rd was 1500 vehicles per day.”
Nichols said the widening of Swansboro Loop 

Road is not currently a funded project, however the 
DOT does have an interest in developing a road-
way widening project for this road. The roadway 
shoulders on this route are not wide enough to ac-
commodate bike lanes, however 2-3 feet width of 
paved shoulders could be added on each side of the 
road to benefit vehicular traffic, as well as providing 

additional space for bicycle use. The DOT will con-
tinue to seek any potential opportunities for funding 
a roadway widening project for Swansboro Loop 
Road.

Nichols recommended the planning for any 
sidewalks on the roadway to be coordinated with 
the Town of Swansboro and the Jacksonville MPO. 
The Jacksonville MPO helps identify future poten-
tial funding opportunities and long range planning 
opportunities, and the Town would ultimately be 
responsible for maintaining a sidewalk facility. The 
Division can also assist for identifying possible 

funding options.
Nichols said the staff would be happy to sched-

ule a meeting with the Town officials to discuss 

these options.

Mike McHugh is executive director of the SACC.

Lawmakers planning road work
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213 West Weddings & Event
Chris Kollar
(252) 764-2761
Advanced Office Solutions Inc.
Joe Bradshaw Jr.
(252) 393-1112
All American Fitness
Brian and Candace Galbreath
(910) 325-7266
Albert J. Ellis Airport
Chris White
(910) 324-1100
April Fresh Cleaning Service
Steven Overby
(910) 554-6924
Arosa Care
Lydia Phillips and Ari Medoff
(252) 764-9574
Atlantic Chiropractic & Rehab
Dr. Christina Saracina
(252) 764-9182
Backpack Friends
Danielle Abraham
(810) 348-5557
Bamboo Asian House
Wengin Gao
(910) 325-7873
Battlefield Tire Pro
Tony or Kyle Battle
(910) 326-4178
James W. Bean Jr. CPA
James Bean Jr.
(910) 326-3499
Ben & Jerryʼs Ice Cream of Emer-

ald Isle
Chris Barber
(252) 354-8448
Annita Best
Individual
(910) 381-6259
Best Western Plus Silver Creek Inn
Shannon Wilson
(252) 393-9015
Blessed Body Day Spa
Candida Grogg
(252) 393-2127
BlueTeamAssess LLC
Mike Parsons
(336) 403-9710
Bogue Banks Realty
Carla Buckhold
(910) 325-0868
Blinds and Beyond
Larry Green
(910) 325-8694
Brigadoon Animal Hospital
Dr. Lisa Morton
(252) 393-6581
Jack Bright
Individual
(910) 577-7558
Dave Brown
Individual
(919) 649-5279
Buglisi Eye Care
Dr. Joe Buglisi
(910) 378-8131

By The Bridge Restaurant & Bar
Enrique Watson and Jay Corlette
(910) 708-1020
Caribsea
Patrick Hogan
(252) 424-8400
Carolinas Center for Surgery
Angela Clark
(910) 325-0211
Carolina East Internal Medicine
Debbie Zang
(252) 393-9007
Carolina Home & Garden
Brian Watson and Logan Watson
(252) 393-9004
Carteret-Onlsow Youth Football 

League-Falcons
George Goddard
(910) 939-3054
Carolina Party Inc.
Diane Delorier
(910) 326-6250
Carobell Inc.
Vanessa Ervin
(910) 326-7600
Carteret Health Care
Michelle Lee
(252) 499-6000
Carteret Health Care Medical 

Group-Cedar Point
Carla Thielen
(252) 808-6850
Carteret OB-GYN Associates PA
Cindy Knox
(252) 247-1600
Cedar Point Tire
Mark Hardin
(252) 393-3188
Chalk & Gibbs Insurance
Bonney Boyette
(252) 393-1284
Charity Counseling PC
Jaqueline Demarest
(252) 722-9992
Circle PIzza
Andy Amer
252-354-8885
Class Act Catering Inc.
Phyllis Manning
(910) 389-7498
Rep. George G. Cleveland
Individual
gnclev@earthlink.net
Coastal Bank & Trust
Richard Jefferson
(910) 577-3200
Coastal Carolina Community Col-

lege
Emily Ellis
(910) 938-6234
Coastal Carolina Orthodontics 

– Willis, Vanek, Ball, Fisher & 
Richards PA

Pam Smith
(910) 353-5234

Coastal Carolina Regional Airport
Andy Shorter
(252) 638-8591
Coastal Petals
Chris Kollar
(252) 764-2761
Coldwell Banker Sea Coast Ad-

vantage
Susan Cummings Broker/REAL-

TOR®
(910) 330-0304
Coldwell Banker Sea Coast Ad-

vantage
Cynthia LaCorte Broker/REAL-

TOR®
(910) 467-3847
Commercial Roofing Systems
Rufus Murray and Sharon Jacobs 

Murray
(910) 326-7800
Community Lumber/East Hard-

wood
Anna Lazo
(910) 326-5051
Conserva Irrigation
William Atwell
(252) 360-4393
Cook Legal, Attorney At Law
Christopher Cook
(910) 326-5555
Country Aire Rental of Swansboro
 (910) 326-8588
Crystal Coast Family Practice
Kristie Ensley & Sheilla Johnson
(252) 393-6374
Crystal Coast Graphics LLC
Chris Ulmer
(910) 219-7720
Crystal Coast Habitat for Human-

ity
Kris Durham
(252) 223-2111
Crystal Coast Tent & Event Rent-

als LLC
Chris Kollar
(252) 764-2761
Culligan of Cape Carteret
Eric Leiblein
(252) 393-6907
Curtis Media Group
Joe Peters
(252) 288-2954
CXBJJ Academy
Enrique Watson
(737) 348-9022
Dairy Queen
Donna Cowell
(910) 326-2828
Darden Insurance Agency
Beth Velthoven and Barbara Darden
(910) 326-3041
Devoted Nutrition
Lia Kking
(828) 390-5505
Don Williamson Nissan
Alycia Kellum
(910) 353-7700

Drop Zone Tree Service & Land-
scaping

Jon Danger
(910) 545-4033
Dudleyʼs Marina Inc.
Liz Fleming
(252) 393-2204
Duke Energy Progress
Derrick Remer
(919) 602-5833
Dunkinʼ Donuts
Rick Holloway
(252) 764-0323
El Cerro Tacos
Eric Leon
(910) 459-7800
Emerald Coast Inc.
Junior Freeman
(910) 330-1650
Emerald Isle Realty
Jason Voelpel
(252) 354-3315
Emerald Isle Wine Market
Nancee Allen
(252) 354-Vino (8466)
Excel Learning Center
(910) 325-0124
Express Employment Professionals
Cowanda and Randy Bazile
(910) 355-0060
First Citizens Bank
Shannon White
(910) 326-2281
Firstlight Home Care-Jacksonville
Tina Glenn and Roget de Percin 

Berendes
(910) 939-0695
Friends of the Hammocks and 

Bear Island
Fred Schachter
(910) 330-9570
Friends of the Swansboro Library
Paula Patselas
(910) 358-2872
Go Minis of Eastern NC
Stephen Rye
(757) 570-2435
Goose Creek RV Park Resort
Angela Burns
(252) 393-2628
Gray Dolphin Gifts LLC
Janet Bennett
(910) 326-4444
Pete Grimes
Individual
(910) 934-3586
H&R Block
Joanne Kopanski
(910) 326-1555
Hampton Inn & Suites
Jayson Melendez
(910) 325-9000
Cecil Hargett
Individual
(910) 326-3627

Scarlet Harris
Individual
(910) 545-4258
Hearing Life
Lisa Marino
(252) 393-2201
Ann Herrick
Individual
(252) 903-1364
Hey Dude Marine Inc.
Art Jeffries
757-335-0109
Holiday Trav-L-Park Resort
Taylor Watts
(252) 354-2250
Hurst Realty Company
Chuck Douglas
(910) 326-5784
Island Essentials
Gwen Hanford
(252) 354-8887
Island Notary
Danielle Stewart
(603) 361-4644
Island Pet Veterinary Hospital
Michelle Cox, DVM
(252) 702-8299
Islander Hotel and Resort
 (252) 354-6464
Jacksonville/Onslow County Crime 

Stoppers
Donnie Worrell
(910) 989-4026
TIP LINE: (910) 938-3273
JEM Bodywork Therapy
Jason Moore
(910) 325-2777
Jerri Builders Inc.
Jerri Jo Miller
(252) 393-5217
Jersey Mike’s Subs
Patrick Provost
(910) 325-8719
Jimmy’s Drain and Sewer Service
Freda Yeck
(910) 340-1217
Scott Johnson
Individual
(910) 545-8260
Jones Funeral Home
Bert Jones and Bart Jones
(910) 455-1281
Jones Onslow EMC
Steve Goodson
(910) 353-1940
Lady Swan/Swansboro Boat Tours
Tim and Jane Simpson
(910) 325-1200, (910) 389-0746 and 

(910) 389-8425
Lower Cape Fear Life Care
Jennifer Andrews
(910) 442-0835
Mac Daddyʼs
Tracy Gilliken
(252) 393-6565

Swansboro Area Chamber Members
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Mandala Yoga Center
Becky Hieter
(910) 325-3600
Marine Chevrolet Cadillac
Michael Alford and Tommy Snow-

don
(910) 455-2121
Marine Corps League –Swansboro 

Detachment
G.W. Ayers, PhD
(910) 326-5796
Marine Federal Credit Union
(910) 355-5645
Mary Kay Independent Beauty 

Consultant
Celeste Hobgood-Prusaitis
(910) 381-3131
Mary Rawls Realty
Mary Rawls
(910) 326-5980
Maze Crafted Designs
Monique Johnson
(910) 650-5706
MCCS Camp Lejeune
Sarah Wiltgen
(910) 451-5173
Mikeʼs Farm
Mike and Theresa Lowe
(910) 324-3422
Mills and Thomas Furniture
Pete Timmins
(910) 326-4694
Modern Exterminating
Charles Efird
(910) 455-5122
Molly Maid of the Crystal Coast
Beryl Packer
(252) 393-1058
Moore Orthopedics and Sports 

Medicine
Megan Johnson
(252) 808-4440
Moore’s Olde Tyme BBQ
Ashley Moore
(910) 326-4227
Mrs. Vingerberʼs Sweets
Ed and Maria Harris
(910) 330-0167
N.C. Aquarium at Pine Knoll 

Shores
(252) 247-4003
Nancy Lee Fishing Center
Lee Manning
(910) 326-4304
National Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram
Robbie Yates
(910) 347-3777
Navy Federal Credit Union
Teresa Nance
(888) 842-6328
N.C. Coastal Federation
Caroline Lamb
(252) 393-8185
NC Farm Bureau Insurance
John Stanley
(910) 326-8701

Nuova Luna Caffe
Heather Vargas
(910) 708-1043
Onslow United Transit System
Danny Ferucci
(910) 346-2998
Onslow Water & Sewer Authority
Franky Howard and Heather Norris
(910) 937-7533
Peter W. Rulon Photography
Peter Rulon
(910) 265-2415
Pier 24 Realty
Aimee Gendrich & Sandra Steuer
(910) 325-7433
Pinnacle Tax & Accounting Ser-

vices Inc.
Mandi Russell
(910) 326-4033
Platinum Corral/Golden Corral
Billy Sewell
(910) 347-3971, ext. 222
Professional Locksmith Plus
Julie Burlingame
(910) 939-2760
Ray Properties
Matt Ray
(910) 346-8218
Re/Max Ocean Properties
Matt or Meredith Johnson
(252) 354-3900
Ribeyes Steakhouse
Henry Gurganus
(252) 393-2509
Riggs Pork Market
Tony Riggs
(910) 743-4526
Rooms Unlimited
Tyler Harth
(828) 748-8260
Rotary Civic Center
Susan Cummings
(910) 326-6175
Royce Bennett Inc.
Royce Bennett
(910) 389-9638
RuckerJohns
Chris Johns
(252) 354-5700
S&H Feed and Garden Supply Inc.
Michael Stanley
(910) 326-5690
S.C.O.R.E.
John Smith
(252) 222-6126
Sailing Through Time Antiques
Mark and Tonya Taylor
(910) 708-3999
Saltwater Grill
Kendra Baird Karl 
(910) 326-7300
Samʼs Club
Tasha Vines and Kendall Powel
(910) 346-3267
Sanders Ford Inc.
Jack Glover
(910) 326-1801

Seaside Arts Council
Rich and Maureen Wells
(571) 330-5399
Seaside Dentistry
Carlos Cruz
(252) 764-2784
Secure Background Screeners LLC
Brian Poore
(910) 459-3013
SecurCare Self Storage
Betty Hopkins
(910) 326-3375
Servpro of Carteret and East On-

slow
Megan Roberson
(910) 326-1344
Shades of Color Hair & Nail Salon
Kimberly Borie
(252) 241-3212
Shark’s Den Sports Bar & Grill
Patrick Sheets
(252) 354-3030
Shorewood Real Estate
Shelly Daffron
(252) 354-7873
Southern Coast Realty Group LLC
Ginger Robles
(910) 382-3141
State Employees Credit Union
Jay Jackson
(910) 326-0120
Sun-Surf Realty
Warren Chesnutt
(252) 354-2958
Swansboro Auto & Mechanical
John Davis
(910) 358-9460
Swansboro Century Club Inc.
Lynn Sanbeg
(910) 326-4300
Swansboro Dance Studio
Heather Baile
(910) 326-1152
Swansboro Food & Beverage Co.
Preston Patterson (910) 708-1305
Swansboro High School
Helen Gross
(910) 326-4300
Swansboro Historical Association 

Inc.
Joan Gerdsen and Cyndi Schachter
(910) 326-6771
Swansboro Moose Lodge
Gene Davis
(910) 326-5259/(910) 340-3006
Swansboro Port Realty
Jeff and Beth Price
(910) 326-8855
Swansboro Recycling Center
Patrick Chen
(919) 273-0080
Swansboro Shrine Club
Wesley Sales
(910) 650-8539
Swansboro Soccer Association
Clinton and Christine Thompson
(910) 545-5145 or (910) 545-0924

Swansboro United Methodist 
Church

Kevin Baker
(910) 326-4822
Swansboro Veterans Memorial
Dave Brown
(919) 649-5279
John E. Tantum, PA, Attorney and 

Counselor at Law
John E. Tantum
(252) 393-2235
Team Chevrolet
Eric Baldwin
(910) 326-1804
The Landings of Swansboro
Kathy Sirpilla
(855) 561-8076
The Marshall Team at exp Realty
Aaron Marshall
(252) 999-0626
The Mustard Seed Boutique
Cindy Lamm
(336) 469-7958
The Poor Manʼs Hole
Joseph and Diane Rhue
(252) 671-1953
The Salty Sheep Yarn Shop
Peggy Baddour
(910) 325-0018
The Staterooms on Church Street
Jesse Goepel
(252) 622-1590
The Trading Post: Southern Food 

& Spirits
Brynn Schoffner
(252) 424-8284
Through the Looking Glass
(910) 326-3128, (888) 367-8854
Tideland News
Jimmy Williams
(910) 326-5066
Torion’s Knife Sharpening
Timothy Nolin
(252) 764-1170
Town of Cape Carteret
Frank Rush
(252) 393-8483
Town of Emerald Isle
Matt Zapp
(252) 354-3424
Town of Swansboro
Paula Webb
(910) 326-4428
Trademasters Heating & Cooling
Joey Urban
(252) 503-2760
TransImpact
(252) 764-2885
True Justice International
Traci Klein
(910) 554-1524
Truist
Nyra Hogeland
(252) 393-6789
T.S. Rhodes Supply Inc.
Stephen Rhodes
(910) 325-8861

Tunnel to Towers-Swansboro
Mary Pat Smey
(714) 743-9203
Under Construction Safety LLC
Garnet B. Feutz
910-340-3597
Union Home Mortgage
Stephanie Benedict
910-672-6743
USA Countertops & More
Katya and Nanfer Lopez
(910) 708-1010
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, 

Swansboro Flotilla
Tommy Lee
(252) 521-0055
U.S. Lawns
William Atwell
(910) 483-4005
VFW Post 9960
David Monroe
(252) 393-8053
Verizon Cellular Sales
Debra Denstedt
(561) 254-0320
Walgreens
Jenell Forney
(910) 325-0038
Walmart
Aljeana Staples
(910) 325-1773
Waters Ace Hardware
Carl Waters
(910) 326-5372
Waterway Realty
Barry Matthews
(910) 326-4152
Waterway RV Park
Angela Burns
(252) 393-8715
Wayneʼs Service Center Inc.
Wayne and Kim Wood
(910) 326-5195
Whiskey Bravo’s Coastal Chop 

House
David Owens
(252) 764-9333
Williams Scarborough Smith Gray 

LLP
Steven N. Scarborough
(910) 455-2196
Women’s Divorce Coach LLC
Marvis Matarozzo
(603) 507-8787
Yanaʼs Ye Olde Drugstore Restau-

rant
John Sloan Jr.
(910) 326-5501

Swansboro Area Chamber Members
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By Mike McHugh

“Too many Americans don’t 
know or don’t care what Memo-
rial Day means. Thanks to you all 
here today, we all know what Me-
morial Day means,” said retired 
USMC Lt. Gen. Robert Hedelund 
in his prepared remarks before 
several hundred people Monday 
morning during Swansboro’s Me-
morial Day service.

The threat of inclement forced 
organizers of the 10 a.m. event 
to be moved from Sanders Park 
to inside the Swansboro United 
Methodist Church.

Hegelund was one of many 
speakers who spoke about the 
meaning of Memorial Day during 
the 42-minute service organized 
by Swansboro Mayor John Davis. 
Davis said planning for the event 
started “four to six weeks ago.”

USMC Lt. Col. Veronica L. 
Kaltrider reminded the assembled 
that “freedom is not free” and 
while some may view the holiday 
as a day off from work it’s is a 
“solemn day” and urged people to 
embrace the day by “participating 
in a parade, fly a flag or wear a 

poppy.”
Kaltrider said she was in-

spired by her uncle who joined 

Are you ready for some py-
rotechnics? Well, you can have 
a blast and support a great non 
profit.

Volunteers, parents and ath-
letes from the Carteret Onlsow 
Youth Football League Falcons 
have set up a TNT Fireworks 
tent at the corner of Corbett Av-
enue and Queens Creek Road.
Proceeds from the sale will be 
used for upcoming COYFL pro-
grams.

Support 
and have 
a blast

the Marine Corps because of “his 
strength and love of our nation.”

Hegelund, too, said he was 
inspired by a close relative he 
never met. “My uncle Bob served 
overseas in the Army as Combat 
Engineer. He hit a land mine and 
did not survive. He was 21 years 
old.” Hegelund decided to join 
the Marine Corps and feels his 

uncle was looking down when 
he made the decision saying “it’s 
your choice.”

A ceremonial Laying of the 
Wreaths followed the singing of 
“God Bless the USA.”

Representatives from the 
Navy, Marines, Army, Air Force 
and Coast Guard were joined by 
members of the Trail Life USA 

Honor Guard, They were Chap-
lain Jonathan Shour, Ret. MSgt 
Timothy Vannoy, Ret. CWO4 
Joseph Brown, Ret. Lt. Col. Pete 
Benton and Chief Boatswain 
Mate Heather Scheer, respec-
tively.

The gathered were entertained 
with music from the Marine 
Corps Brass Quintet and several 

songs performed by local resident 
Curtis Hyler.

Near the conclusion of the 
service as representatives from 
five branches—Air Force, Army, 

Coast Guard, Marines and 
Navy—held wreaths along side 

five Young Marines, a Marine 

Corps Rifle Team executed a 21-

gun salute at the entrance to the 
church.

A rendition of Taps and a re-
minder and benediction by Pastor 
Stan Budd brought the service to 
a close.

Afterwards groups of Ma-
rine Corps League veterans and 
spouses posed for pictures while 
youngsters climbed on and inside 
several military vehicles and other 
first responder equipment brought 

from Swansboro Fire and Police 
and the Onslow County Sheriff’s 
Office.

In addition to Mayor Davis, 
other elected officials attending 

Monday’s service were N.C. Rep. 
Phil Shepard, Onslow County 
Sheriff Chris Thomas, Onslow 
County Commissioner Walter 
Scott and Swansboro Commis-
sioner Larry Philpott.

Mike McHugh is executive di-

rector of the SACC.

Swansboro hosts Memorial Day service

Accompanied by 
members of the Trail 
Life USA Honor Guard, 
representatives from 
the Navy, Marines, 
Army, Air Force and 
Coast Guard held 
wreaths during a Me-
morial Day service 
inside the Swansboro 
United Methodist 
Church on Monday, 
May 29, 2023. They 
are, from left, Chap-
lain Jonathan Shour, 
Ret. MSgt Timothy 
Vannoy, Ret. CWO4 
Joseph Brown, Ret. Lt. 
Col. Pete Benton and 
Chief Boatswain Mate 
Heather Scheer. (Mike 
McHugh photo)
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Swansboro Food & Beverage celebrated its first year in 

business under the guidance of Preston and his wonder-

ful team. The downtown location serves breakfast, lunch 

and dinner. (Mike McHugh photo)

Thank you to all the Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce mem-

bers who renewed their memberships in June …

Advanced Office Solutions, Ann Herrick, Battlefield Tire, Ben & 
Jerry’s, Carolina Party, Cecil Hargett, Cedar Point Tire, Class Act Ca-

tering, Coastal Carolina Orthodontics, Coldwell Banker Sea Coast Ad-

vantage-Susan Cummings, Broker/REALTOR®, Crystal Coast Family 
Practice, Crystal Coast Habitat for Humanity, Curtis Media Group, 
Darden Insurance Agency, Dave Brown, Devoted Nutrition, Don Wil-
liamson NIssian, Dudley’s Marina, Emerald Isle Realty, Emerald Isle 
Wine Market, George Cleveland, H&R Block, Hearing Life, Hurst Re-

alty, Island Essentials, Islanders Suites, James W, Bean, Jerri Builders, 
John E.Tantum, Jones-Onslow EMC, Mandala Yoga, Marine Federal 
Credit Union, MCCS Camp Lejeune, National Dodge, Navy Federal 
Credit Union, NC Farm Bureau, Pinnacle Tax, Rooms Unlimited, Scar-
let Harris, Secure Background Screeners, SecureCare Storage, Swans-

boro High School, Swansboro Historical Association, Swansboro HS 
Century Club, Swansboro Rotary Foundation, The Mustard Seed, The 
Trading Post, Through the Looking Glass, Tunnel to Towers-Swans-

boro, Walmart and Waters Ace Hardware.

June Renewals

Onslow United Transit System

Danny Ferucci
(910) 346-2998

Trademasters Heating & Cooling
Silver Sponsor

Joey Urban

(252) 503-2760

New Members

The chamber’s board of directors will not meet in June or July.
August 8 – The Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce Military 

Affairs Committee board of directors will meet at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Hampton Inn & Suites.

August 9 – Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Board of Directors will meet at 8 a.m. at the Hampton Inn & Suites.

August 16 – The Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce General 
Membership meeting at Swansboro Food and Beverage begins at 7:45 
a.m.

SACC Calendar

Sanders Ford said 

“Thank You” to veterans 

and first responders on 

Thursday, June 15, by pro-

viding them lunch and fel-

lowship in their Swansboro 

and Jacksonville show-

rooms. Sanders Ford Inc. is 

in the midst of a 3-day sale 

with Marine Federal Credit 

Union on the lots to provide 

financing. Sanders Ford is 

located at 1006 W. Corbett 

Ave. in Swansboro and 

at 1135 Lejeune Blvd. in 

Jacksonville. (Mike McHugh 

photos)
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Military Appreciation Day 2023
MajGen Calvert Worth 

Jr. was presented the Keys 

to the City by Swansboro 

Mayor John Davis. (Mike 

McHugh photos)


