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Responding to Jesus: Part 1
Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good
news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had
been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons
had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household manager, and Susanna, and
many others, who provided for them out of their means. 4 And when a great crowd was gathering
and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow
his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds
of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because
it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked
it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things,
he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
19 Then his mother and his brothers[b] came to him, but they could not reach him because of
the crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to
see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word
of God and do it.” 22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let
us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set out, 23 and as they sailed he fell asleep.
And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water and were in danger.
24 And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and
rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to
them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they marveled, saying to one another,
“Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and they obey him?” 26 Then they
sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.
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