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Objective: Not labeling or putting ourselves into social boxes.  
 
Steven  
 
In a bustling New England Steven loved sailing. He was a 30-year-old bachelor, possessing a unique sense of security for someone his 
age. Yet he often found himself lost, trying to maneuver his way through the labyrinth of family ties and career ambitions. 
 
Steven saw life as a sailing vessel, and his self-respect is its keel. Just as a keel bestows balance and stability to a ship, his self-respect 
maintained his composure even amidst the most formidable storms. It fortified his self-worth, strengthened  his meaningfulness in life, 
preventing his humility from slipping into self-deprecation and his confidence from escalating into arrogance. 
 
However, there were times when Steven found himself in a constant battle to maintain that balance. In those days, he was like a ship 
listing to starboard, steered by a lack of self-respect. Just as an unbalanced ship wobbles with every unforgiving wave, making 
navigation a daunting task, Steven also found himself drenched in self-doubt, grappling with low self-esteem, and unable to make 
confident decisions.  
 
And then, there were moments when his vessel started listing too far to its port side, carried away by overconfidence and an unhealthy 
abundance of self-respect. Like an unstable ship, susceptible to toppling due to overcompensation, Steven overestimates his 
capabilities, yearns to validate his worth from others, and teetering on the edge of damaging his relationships, trapped by his inflated 
ego. He was unbalanced, like a ship leaning too far to one side.  
 
Yet, through life's turbulences, Steven strived to find balance and that perfect keel. He aimed for a balanced level of self-respect that 
would allow him to acknowledge his worth and realize his skills while embracing the need for growth, improvement, and healthy 
humility. He sought to balance his ship, to steer it with confidence and wisdom on the vast ocean of life, understanding that balance in 
self-respect is the key to navigating life's challenges. 
 
A self-caring mindset and a healthy sense of self-respect, akin to the keel of a ship, provides balance and stability. Just as the keel 
keeps a ship steady, healthy self-respect keeps an individual balanced, fostering a strong sense of self-worth without veering into 
arrogance or self-deprecation. This metaphor of the ship's keel is a universal symbol, resonating with the importance of balance in 
self-respect across cultures and contexts. 
 
In contrast, a simpler ship listing starboard represents a lack of self-respect. When a boat lists to the right, it is unbalanced, making it 
difficult to navigate and prone to tipping over. Similarly, individuals lacking self-respect might have a low opinion of themselves, 
struggle with self-confidence, and have difficulty making decisions. 
 
Conversely, a ship listing too much to its port side serves as a cautionary symbol of excessive self-respect or insecure arrogance. A 
ship leaning too far to the left is unstable, overcompensating, and at risk of capsizing. Similarly, those who exhibit excessive self-
respect or insecure arrogance may overestimate their abilities, constantly seek validation from others, and risk damaging relationships 
due to their inflated ego. This imbalance is risky, highlighting the need to avoid excessive self-respect. 
 
Ultimately, the goal is a balanced 'keel,' or healthy self-respect - acknowledging one's worth and capabilities while also recognizing 
and being open to growth and improvement. 
 
  



 Insecure Arrogant Mindset Self-Caring Mindset Non-Self-Caring Mindset 
1. Constant Need for Validation: 
With an insecure arrogant mindset, we 
seek validation and approval from 
others. This is because they heavily rely 
on external factors to determine our 
self-worth. If we are not validated 
constantly, we get mad or emotionally 
hurt (don’t belong, people don’t 
understand us, we’ve been treated 
unfairly, and people care more about 
ourselves than me).  

1. Self-awareness is the ability to 
recognize our emotions, thoughts, and 
values, and how they influence behavior. 
It includes the understanding of our 
strengths and weaknesses, and the 
triggers that might upset balance and 
calmness. Having an awareness to see 
natural consequences of comparing, 
competing, and criticizing ourselves and 
others, seeing the goodness in ourselves 
and others, seeing the truth in ourselves 
and others, and inspired and motivated to 
the see the goodness and truth in others.  

1. Ignoring Emotional Needs: With a 
non-self-caring mindset, we dismiss or 
neglect our emotional needs. We don't 
acknowledge our feelings, emotions, or 
seek help when needed which leads to 
emotional exhaustion or depression. We 
don’t see the goodness and truth in 
ourselves and others, and we are not 
motivated to see the goodness and truth 
in ourselves and others. 

2. Overly Critical of Others: This type 
of mindset results in becoming overly 
critical of others. We tend to belittle our 
peers or subordinates to feel superior. 
This also helps us to divert attention 
from our insecurities. Comparing 
myself to others to show I’m better than 
them; I have to win all the time, and if I 
lose, I’ve been cheated. 

2. Compassion & Kindness: A self-
caring mindset requires compassion and 
kindness towards ourselves. This means 
practicing forgiveness, avoiding harsh 
criticisms, and understanding our feelings 
and experiences without judgment. 

2. Self-Criticism: People with this 
mindset tend to have a strong inner 
critic. We have a negative self-image 
and frequently criticize ourselves, 
focusing on our flaws and failures 
instead of our achievements and 
potential. 

3. Need to Always Be Right: One key 
characteristic of an insecure arrogant 
mindset is the compulsive need to 
always be right. We have a hard time 
admitting our mistakes and can go to 
great lengths merely to prove we are 
always correct, which is usually our 
way to mask our own insecurities. 

3. Prioritization of self-care: Individuals 
with a self-caring mindset put our well-
being and self-care at the top of our 
priority list. They understand that our 
needs are equally important as those of 
others, and they're not afraid to take time 
for ourselves. 

3. Overworking or Overcommitting: 
We push ourselves too hard, working 
long hours or taking on too many 
commitments, at the expense of our 
health and well-being. This may be due 
to a need to prove our worth or fear of 
failure or rejection. 

4. Defensive Attitude: With an 
insecure arrogant mindset, we have a 
defensive attitude. We perceive 
criticism or feedback as an attack, and 
instead of acknowledging and working 
on our mistakes, we resort to shifting 
the blame onto others. 

4. Healthy Boundaries: Knowing when 
to say no and understanding that it's okay 
to put our needs first. It's about 
respecting our time and energy, and not 
allowing others to overstep or take 
advantage. 

4. Not Setting Boundaries: They fail to 
set limits or say no when necessary, 
allowing others to cross our boundaries, 
which can lead to feelings of resentment 
and burnout. 

5. Lack of Empathy: With Insecure, 
arrogant mindset, we lack empathy. We 
fail to understand or consider other 
people's feelings, focusing solely on our 
needs, wants, and issues. This can cause 
emotional distance and conflict in 
personal and professional relationships. 

5. Balanced Lifestyle leads to a balanced 
lifestyle. Including regular hygiene, 
exercise, a healthy diet, sufficient sleep, 
and activities that reduce stress and 
increase joy. We understand that a 
balanced lifestyle is essential for physical, 
emotional, and mental well-being. 

5. Neglecting Physical Health: This 
includes not maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle such as not exercising regularly, 
skipping meals or not having a balanced 
diet, and neglecting to get enough sleep. 

Not open to adapting to changes  Open to Adapting: I give myself 
permission to: Adjust my attitude, deal 
with other people’s negative feelings, 
discover my choices.  

I believe other people make me mad, I 
don’t see myself as having behaviorally 
or emotionally choices.  

Sees no need to develop coping skills, 
I’m perfect, wonderful, superior to 
others.  

Master Coping Skills: Accept my 
imperfections of myself & others, take a 
break without avoiding responsibilities, 
and be careful and take one step at a time.  

I can’t accept my imperfections and 
mistakes, I can’t get anything done, 
even, clean my apartment or bedroom, 
people see me as impatient, disorganized 
and immature.  

Lack of compassion for others, 
disrespects others, acts impulsively.  

Self-Caring behaviors and self-compassion: to 
care for myself and treat myself respectfully 
without disrespecting others, ask for help, and 
plan ahead.  

I have difficulty taking care of my 
hygiene, planning. I see respect as being 
obedient to authority figures.  

  



 Unhealthy respect of Others 
Mindset 

Healthy Self-respect Mindset Unhealthy Self-Respect Mindset 

1 Unhealthy self-respect manifests  
as insecure arrogance. It is a 
distorted view of ourselves 
where we see ourselves as 
superior to others.  

Healthy self-respect means having a s realistic 
view of ourselves. It involves acknowledging and 
accepting our strengths and weaknesses.  

Lowered Self-Worth: A person 
with a lack of self-respect has a low 
sense of self-worth. We constantly 
undervalue ourselves and our 
abilities engage in self-deprecating 
humor’ refuse to accept 
compliments or praise. 

2  We have an exaggerated view of 
ourselves, and reactive anger 
when others get into our way or 
treat us poorly. We treat others 
disrespectfully. In group is good, 
out group or vulnerable 
(innocent) people are bad 
(dichotomous thinking)  

Self-Compassion: Not allowing others to treat us 
poorly, and we treat ourselves with kindness and 
respect.  

Negative Self-Talk: We engage in 
negative self-talk, criticizing and 
berating ourselves for our mistakes, 
failures, or perceived inadequacies. 
We have a hard time recognizing 
our strengths and achievements. 

3 Unhealthy self-respect involves 
not setting boundaries and 
worrying about others taking 
advantage of us, gets angry when 
they believe people are taking 
advantage of them 

Healthy self-respect involves setting boundaries 
and not letting others take advantage of us. 

Poor Boundaries: inability to set 
and maintain healthy boundaries. 
We may let others take advantage of 
us, manipulate us, or treat us 
disrespectfully because we don't 
believe we deserve better. 

4 Unhealthy self-respect includes 
being overly sensitive to 
criticism and letting it negatively 
affect our self-perception. 

Healthy self-respect includes the ability to 
accept criticism and learn from it, rather than 
letting it negatively affect our self-perception. 

Neglecting Self-Care: We may 
neglect our physical, emotional, and 
mental health. This can manifest as 
poor hygiene, unhealthy eating and 
sleeping habits, or ignoring our 
feelings and needs. 

5 Demands that people love and 
adore us. We tend to have poor 
mental health and overall well-
being when we perceive people 
rejecting us. (Labeling and name 
calling 

Resilient: With healthy self-respect, we tend to 
be resilient and have a positive outlook on life. 
We tend to have better mental health and overall 
well-being (expanding uniqueness). 

Difficulty Accepting Love and 
Care: With low self-respect, we 
struggle to accept love and care 
from others. We feel unworthy of 
such feelings and push people away 
as a result.  

6 We resist self-improvement due 
to fear of change, lack of self-
belief, and procrastination. We 
may fear that changes could 
disturb our comfort zone or 
routine. We need genuine esteem 
to believe we can improve. 
Procrastination is another barrier, 
as self-improvement requires 
effort and commitment. We 
delay starting, never actually 
taking the necessary steps for 
improvement. 

Self-improvement involves cultivating a growth 
mindset, enhancing self-efficacy, and promoting 
positive thinking. We believe that through 
dedication and hard work, we can develop our 
intelligence and skills and viewing obstacles as 
chances to excel. Self-efficacy is the confidence 
in our capabilities to succeed in different 
situations, helping us face tough tasks instead of 
evading them. Positive thinking emphasizes the 
importance of a positive outlook on life and our 
objectives, suggesting that optimism can lead to 
better health, happiness, and success. 

Tendency to Self-Sabotage: We 
may engage in self-sabotaging 
behaviors, such as procrastination, 
excessive drinking, drug use , or 
staying in unhealthy relationships. 
These behaviors can be a way of 
punishing ourselves or avoiding 
success and our responsibilities, 
which we may feel we don't deserve 
happiness or success.  

7 Aggression is a result of feelings 
such as insecurity, fear or 
inadequacy, and is a sign of poor 
self-respect. It can harm 
relationships and worsen genuine 
esteem, creating a vicious cycle 
of increased aggression and self-
image decline. Healthy self-
respect, however, involves 
confidence, respect for others, 
and kindness.  

Assertiveness: Expressing ourselves effectively 
and standing up for our point of view, while also 
respecting the opinions and beliefs of others.   
Fairness: Being assertive involves being fair 
because it requires a person to consider not just 
our  needs or wants, but also those of others.  
Firmness: Assertiveness also involves being firm, as it is 
about standing up for our rights and expressing our thoughts, 
feelings, and needs in a direct, honest, and appropriate 
manner.   3. Focused: involves staying focused on the issue at 
hand, and not getting sidetracked by irrelevant issues or 
personal attacks,  focus on the problem or situation, rather 
than on the individual.   

Struggles with Assertiveness: We 
may have difficulty asserting 
ourselves and expressing our needs, 
wants, or opinions. We may fear 
rejection or confrontation and 
therefore, often go along with what 
others want even if it goes against 
our desires or values. 

 



Self-caring mindset leads to healthy self-respect because…  
 
I: Promotes Behavioral Health:  
 
1. Helps us Cope with Stress (external) and Anxiety (internal): A self-caring mindset can reduce stress and anxiety levels 
by teaching us to take time for ourselves, nurture our mental and physical health, and prioritize our needs.  
 
2. Boosts Self-Esteem and Confidence: By promoting a healthier view of ourselves and not allowing negative self-
perception, self-caring mindset can boost self-confidence. It encourages acceptance and compassion towards ourselves, 
leading to positive self-perception and increased self-worth.  
 
3. Enhances our understanding and managing our emotions effectively is a crucial aspect of emotional coping skills. As 
self-care promotes self-awareness, it can lead to improved our coping skills, helps us to discover meaningfulness in our 
relationships and social interactions.  
 
II: Help with Physical Health 
 
1. Promotes a Healthy Lifestyle: A self-caring mindset can motivate us to adopt healthier habits like regular exercise, 
adequate sleep, and balanced diet. This in turn can lead to improved physical health, energy levels, and general well-
being. 
 
2. Enhances Resilience: Living a balanced lifestyle, indulging in self-love, and maintaining healthy boundaries can help 
build resilience, making us better equipped to handle the stresses and strains of daily life. 
 
3. Reduces Risk of Chronic Conditions: By promoting a healthier lifestyle, self-care can help reduce the risk of numerous 
chronic conditions like obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and mental health disorders. 
 
IIIL Impact on Interpersonal Relationships 
 
1. Improves Communication: A self-caring mindset allows for better communication as it enables us to express our needs 
and feelings effectively and respectfully. It helps to resolve conflicts in a constructive manner, leading to healthier and 
more fulfilling relationships. 
 
2. Enhances Empathy and Understanding: By understanding our own emotions and needs, us with a self-caring mindset 
are better able to empathize with others. This leads to deeper connections and more mutual understanding. 
 
3. Creates Healthier Boundaries: Understanding and respecting personal needs and limitations can result in healthier 
boundaries in relationships. This can lead to less conflict, resentment, and burnout, thereby enhancing the quality of 
relationships.  
 
At the end, a self-caring mindset is crucial for holistic well-being. It involves valuing ourselves enough to take care of our 
mental and physical health and plays a critical role in the sustainability of healthy relationships and overall happiness in 
life. 
 

Non-Self-Caring Mindset lead to a lack of self-respect have negative life outcomes, which include: 
 
1. Behavioral Health Issues: This lifestyle may lead to severe mental health issues like stress, anxiety, and depression. 
These can subsequently lead to additional physical health problems, such as heart disease, gastrointestinal problems, and a 
weakened immune system. 
 
2. Relationship Problems: Neglecting our hygiene and healthy is the result of a lowered sense of self-worth that affects 
our relationships as well. We struggle with forming healthy relationships, maintaining them, or we allow ourselves to stay 
in toxic relationships. 
 



3. Setbacks: Overworking, an inability to set boundaries, and struggles with assertiveness can pose great challenges in the 
work sphere. We may be overlooked for promotions or opportunities, struggle to meet deadlines, or even face job loss due 
to burnout. 
 
4. Poor Quality of Life: The cumulative effect of poor physical health, constant self-criticism, neglecting self-care and 
self-sabotage significantly lowers the quality of life.  
 
To conquer these challenges, it is essential for us to adopt a healthier self-care mentality, which includes seeking help 
when necessary, practicing self-compassion, setting boundaries, maintaining healthier lifestyle habits, and trying to 
cultivate a positive self-image. This transformation won't occur overnight, but every small step will lead to significant 
improvements in physical and mental health, self-respect, and overall life satisfaction. 
  
An insecure and arrogant mindset contributes to an unhealthy sense of disrespect of others, and can potentially lead to 
malice and aggression, in several ways: 
 
1. Denial of Vulnerability: Insecure and arrogant people often deny any signs of vulnerability, as they see it as a 
weakness. This can lead to a lack of understanding or empathy towards others when they exhibit vulnerability, which can 
result in disrespect. 
 
2. Excessive Need for Superiority: Insecurity can lead to an excessive need to feel superior to others. This can perpetuate 
a cycle of disrespect towards people who are seen as threats to their perceived superiority. This disrespect can then lead to 
malice and possibly aggression if the other person contests their perceived superiority. 
 
3. Defensive Aggression: Insecurity involves fear and self-doubt. An insecure person often anticipates criticism or 
rejection from others. This can prompt them to act out in malice or aggression to protect their self-esteem or deflect 
attention away from their perceived inadequacy. 
 
4. Lack of Self-awareness: Insecurity can mask self-awareness, preventing an individual from recognizing their flaws. 
With arrogance added, they would then believe they can do no wrong, reducing their respect for others' opinions and 
feelings. Their lack of self-awareness can potentially lead to aggressive tendencies, as they respond violently to anyone 
who points out their faults. 
 
5. Devaluing Others: Those with an arrogant mindset often resort to downplaying others’ achievements to boost their self-
esteem. They build themselves up by tearing others down, which can cause resentment and bitterness, leading to malice 
and aggression.  
 
6. Justification of Aggression: When individuals are both insecure and arrogant, they may convince themselves that their 
disrespectful or aggressive behavior is justified. They may feel wronged or slighted, thus excusing their own inappropriate 
retaliation. 
 
7. Conflict and Miscommunication: An insecure and arrogant mindset often leads to frequent conflicts and 
miscommunications, as such individuals tend to lack the skills to understand others’ perspectives. This can create an 
unhealthy environment that breeds malice and aggression. 
 
In summary, an insecure and arrogant mindset can lead to a sense of disrespect for others and eventually to malice and 
aggression because of the individuals' lack of empathy, excessive desire for superiority, fear of criticism, lack of self-
awareness, and habit of devaluing others. It is significant to practice self-awareness and empathy to mitigate these 
detrimental tendencies. 
 
 

 

  



Self-Respect 
Uniqueness Principle: encourages self-acceptance.  While not comparing yourself to others and recognizing yourself as a one-of-a-
kind you have a greater chance of developing self-respect.  
Irreplaceable Principle: individual who is not replaceable validates your existence, instilling in you a feeling of worth and self-
respect 
Singularity Principle: accepting the past can foster our willingness to receive forgiveness from others, which is a critical element of 
self-respect. By accepting your past, you embrace your growth, and the lessons learned from these experiences. Blaming the past can 
lead to guilt and regret, dangerous emotions that erode self-respect. 
Unrepeatable Principle: I respect the unrepeatable nature of time. We cannot change or recreate the past.  
Self-Respect 
Self-improvement involves cultivating a growth mindset 
Self-Acceptance 
Maintains and set boundaries respectfully  
Can cope with criticism  
Self-Compassion: I can be kind to myself when I feel angry.  
Resilient: stays clam and composed when  rejected, disapproved of, stress develops, etc.  
Assertive; I want to fair, focused, and firm. Being assertive means confidently expressing your own needs, wants, feelings, beliefs, and 
opinions while also respecting those of others. 
Personal Development 

  
The principles of uniqueness, irreplaceability, and singularity lead to personal development through a variety of ways:  
 
1. Cultivating a Growth Mindset: Recognizing and valuing our unique qualities, understanding our uniqueness is 
irreplaceable and accepting our past experiences help in fostering a growth mindset - one that views challenges as 
opportunities to learn and improve. 
 
2. Self-Acceptance: When we appreciate our unique qualities and stop comparing ourselves to others, we develop a deeper 
sense of self-acceptance. Self-acceptance facilitates growth as we become more open to learning from our experiences. 
 
3. Setting Boundaries: Uniqueness and irreplaceability principles help us understand our intrinsic worth which enables us 
to set and maintain boundaries respectfully. Setting boundaries is critical for managing relationships and personal growth. 
 
4. Coping with Criticism: When we know our worth and accept our past, we can face criticism without letting it erode our 
self-respect.  
 
5. Self-Compassion: These principles teach us to be kind to ourselves whenever we make mistakes or face adversity (self-
compassion).  
 
6. Resilience: Embracing the principles of uniqueness, irreplaceability and singularity equips us with the ability to manage 
rejection, disapproval and stress, and remain resilient. 
 
7. Assertiveness: Understanding our unique value and worth can foster a sense of assertiveness. This allows us to 
communicate effectively and confidently in different situations - a key element of personal development. 
 
A growth mindset is the belief that our talents, abilities, and crystallized intelligence can be developed through dedication, 
hard work, and perseverance. This mindset focuses on continuous learning, welcoming challenges, and seeing failures as 
opportunities for growth rather than as roadblocks.  
 
Recognizing our uniqueness with a growth mindset starts by understanding that each individual has a distinct mix of 
strengths and weaknesses, which can be cultivated and improved over time. This mindset shifts the focus from 
comparison and competition to personal development and self-improvement, encouraging us to invest in areas where we 
are naturally strong and gradually improve in areas where we're weaker.  
 
Thus, a growth mindset not only helps us develop resilience, but it also makes us appreciate our progress and respect our 
individuality. We become better at identifying our unique traits, potential, and passion, which can help us discover 
meaningfulness in our lives. 
  
How does Self-Acceptance help us recognized and develop an understanding of our uniqueness?  
 



When we accept ourselves, we can view our traits, strengths, and weaknesses objectively. Self-acceptance allows us to 
move past the judgment and comparison that hinder our growth and authenticity. It permits us to honestly acknowledge 
and embrace our qualities, talents, and capabilities, thereby understanding our unique identity. It helps us get to know 
ourselves deeply and recognize our values, personality, and what motivates us. Additionally, it encourages us to build 
upon our potential and capitalize on our unique strengths and skills. Thus, self-acceptance paves the way for self-
development, personal growth, and a deep understanding of our uniqueness. 
How will setting boundaries help us recognize and understand our uniqueness? 
 
Setting boundaries involves assessing how we permit others to interact with us and impact our thinking, emotions, and 
actions. It also requires us to take stock of how much influence we allow others to have over our lives. Setting boundaries 
not only shields us from being manipulated or used by others but also aids in fostering a sense of self-awareness and 
identity. 
 
Here are five examples of people not respecting our boundaries.  
 
1. Someone continuously interrupts or talks over you in a conversation, disregarding your attempt to share your views or 
ideas. 
 
2. A coworker or boss consistently assigns you tasks or expects you to work overtime, ignoring your work-life balance. 
 
3. A friend consistently borrows your things without asking, disregarding your personal belongings and space. 
 
4. A neighbor plays loud music late at night, despite you repeatedly asking them to lower the volume. 
 
5. Your family member oversteps their limits and gives unsolicited advice about your personal life or decisions, ignoring 
your request to mind their own business. 
 
The process of setting boundaries goes hand in hand with self-reflection. During this process, we are required to ponder 
our values, beliefs, feelings, and desires. Thinking about our values, beliefs, etc. involves dissecting our ideas and 
emotions and understanding, which helps us guide our reactions to different situations. Understanding our inner beliefs 
about ourselves aids in defining what we find acceptable or how we tolerate what we find as unacceptable.  
 
Understanding which actions or behaviors we tolerate or reject reveals our preferences. These preferences provide 
glimpses into how we want to expand our uniqueness. By acknowledging these preferences, we recognize our 
distinctiveness. Therefore, setting boundaries aids in the development of self-awareness and the recognition of our 
uniqueness. Setting personal boundaries plays a crucial role in understanding and acknowledging our uniqueness. Here's 
why: 
 
• Creates Self-Awareness: Establishing boundaries requires an understanding of our values, beliefs, preferences, limits, 

and needs. It is a process of self-discovery in which we reflect upon our past experiences, internalize the lessons, and 
identify what feels right or wrong.  

• Caters Individual Needs: Our boundaries vary from those of others due to individual differences and subjective 
experiences. For example, one person might be comfortable with casual physical contact, such as hugging, while 
another might prefer to maintain personal space. This shows that we all have unique needs and expectations. 

• Assertion of Self-Identity: Enforcing boundaries also means expressing ourselves freely, asserting our individuality, 
and caring for our mental and emotional well-being. It communicates who we are and how we want people to treat us. 
Setting boundaries asserts our identity as distinct from others. We treat ourselves as separate entities with our own 
specific needs and wants. Kinging oneself as a unique individual helps foster an understanding of our individuality. 
 

• Self-Acceptance: Setting boundaries may enhance self-acceptance because it involves standing up for ourselves and 
affirming our needs and desires. High self-acceptance correlates with further recognizing and appreciating our 
uniqueness. 

• Enhances Confidence and Self-Acceptance: Respecting our boundaries gives us a sense of control in our lives, 
enhancing our confidence and self-esteem. Acknowledging our unique attributes boosts our self-worth.  

• Promotes Healthy Relationships: By defining our boundaries, we improve our relationship with ourselves and others. 
It fosters mutual respect and understanding, further highlighting our individual qualities. 



• Develops Emotional Control and Awareness: Setting and honoring our boundaries also increases our ability to 
understand our feelings and needs and effectively communicate them to others. This leads to empathy, understanding, 
and respect for others' uniqueness.   

• Preserves Emotional Energy: By setting boundaries, we can better manage our emotional energy and prevent it from 
being drained by others. Our reserved emotional energy helps us engage in activities that help us better understand our 
uniqueness. 

• Encourages Self-Care: Boundaries promote self-care, and engaging in self-care can help us better understand who we 
are as unique individuals. As we pursue activities that interest and fulfill us, we better understand what makes us 
unique. 

• Fostering Intentional Relationships: By setting boundaries, we attract and maintain relationships with those who 
respect these limitations. Such relationships can be a source of positive reinforcement for our unique characteristics. 

• Redefining personal needs and goals: Setting boundaries allows us to redefine our needs and goals and understand 
what we want. This understanding can strengthen our perception of ourselves as unique individuals. 

 
In summary, boundaries allow us to express and uphold our unique identity, contribute to self-expansion and personal 
growth, and promote well-being. They are essential for recognizing and understanding our uniqueness and individuality. 
 
Creating and enforcing personal boundaries generates self-awareness, allowing for a greater understanding of personal 
values, beliefs, preferences, and needs. Boundaries facilitate the assertion of self-identity, with individual needs and 
differences at the forefront. The practice of setting boundaries assists in self-acceptance and confidence, providing a sense 
of control and promoting healthy relationships with respect and understanding. Additionally, boundaries boost emotional 
control and awareness, enabling efficient communication and empathy for others. They also ensure the preservation of 
emotional energy and encourage self-care. Furthermore, boundaries foster intentional relationships characterized by 
mutual respect. Boundaries enable the defining and redefining of personal needs and goals, enhancing the perception of 
self as a unique individual and promoting general well-being. 
 
 
How will coping with criticism help us recognized and develop an understanding of our uniqueness? 
 
Coping with criticism enables us to evaluate our strengths and weaknesses, as criticism generally points out areas we need 
to work on. It helps to refine our individuality, since we understand better who we are and what makes us unique. 
 
Through criticism, we also get a glimpse of how others perceive us. It is healthy to be reminded that we can't please 
everyone and different people will have different views about us. This, in turn, helps us better understand our 
individuality. 
 
Moreover, handling criticism builds resilience, a trait that is unique to individuals who can adapt well in the face of 
adversity. It also forces us to rethink our ideas, beliefs, actions, and behavior. While it isn't always a pleasant experience, 
dealing with criticism gives us an opportunity to grow and reaffirm our values, reinforcing our unique identity. 
 
Lastly, it teaches us to be open-minded and accept different opinions, which provides us a broader perspective on things 
instead of just being confined to our own biases. It requires us to question and defend our standpoints, thereby shaping our 
judgments and understanding. It pushes us to strive to be the best version of our unique selves. 
 
 
 
ssssssssssssssssssssssss 
 
Self-Compassion:   
 
Q: How will self-compassion help us recognized and develop an understanding of our uniqueness? 
 
Self-compassion involves treating oneself with kindness, understanding, and acceptance. Recognizing our own uniqueness 
requires a similar level of acceptance and acknowledgment. We all have unique strengths, weaknesses, experiences, and 
perspectives that shape who we are. 
 



Here's how self-compassion aids in understanding our uniqueness: 
• Acceptance: Self-compassion helps us accept ourselves as we are, with all our strengths and weaknesses. This 

acceptance is the first step towards acknowledging our unique attributes. 
• Non-judgmental understanding: When we practice self-compassion, we refrain from harsh self-judgment. We 

understand that we all are a work in progress, making it easier to spot the unique paths we're on. 
• Encourages authenticity: Being compassionate to oneself encourages authenticity. We tend to stop comparing 

ourselves with others and start embracing our individual traits. 
• Fosters self-awareness: Self-compassion encourages introspection, leading to a greater understanding of our emotions, 

behaviors, and beliefs. This increased self-awareness helps us to recognize our distinctive qualities. 
• Enhances resilience: Self-compassion builds resilience and helps us cope with life's adversities in a more self-

empowering way. By overcoming challenges, we learn more about our capabilities, developing a recognition of our 
distinctive strengths. 

• Promotes self-improvement: Being kind to ourselves means recognizing our areas for improvement without feeling 
bad about ourselves. This perspective motivates us to work on those areas and progress, integrating and accepting the 
uniqueness of our journey.  

 
Therefore, self-compassion helps us develop an understanding and appreciation for our own unique abilities and 
experiences. 
 
 
sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 
 
Resilience:   
 
Q: How will resilience  help us recognized and develop an understanding of our uniqueness? 
 
Resilience is the ability to bounce back from adversity, to recover from setbacks and to keep going in the face of 
adversity. This attribute can help us recognize and develop an understanding of our uniqueness in the following ways: 
 
• Acknowledging Individual Strengths: The process of building resilience often involves self-reflection and 

realization of one's unique strengths and abilities. It pushes us to acknowledge what we bring to the table and how we 
can use that to overcome challenges. 

• Enhancing Self-Awareness: Resilience urges us to confront our weaknesses, fears, and vulnerabilities, leading to 
increased self-awareness. It helps us analyze how we react in different situations, thus revealing our unique responses 
and coping mechanisms.  

• Promoting Growth Mindset: Resilience nurtures the ability to perceive setbacks as opportunities for growth rather 
than failure. This mindset underlines the fact that our personal growth journeys are different from others, showcasing 
our uniqueness. 

• Developing Unique Coping Skills: Everyone has their own way of dealing with adversity. Some might confront it 
head-on, while others might take a more reflective approach. The coping strategies that we develop are unique to us 
and become a part of our personal toolkit for dealing with challenges. 

• Highlighting Personal Experiences: Resilience can teach us that each person's experiences with adversity are unique. 
It can remind us that our accomplishments, no matter how small, are unique and worthy of celebration. 

 
In conclusion, resilience plays a crucial role in acknowledging and understanding our uniqueness by encouraging self-
awareness, individual growth journeys, personal coping skills, and recognizing our own unique life experiences. 
 
. Assertiveness:   
Q: How will assertiveness help us recognized and develop an understanding of our uniqueness? 
 
Assertiveness can help us recognize and develop an understanding of our uniqueness in several ways: 
 
• Self-awareness: Being assertive involves a keen understanding of one's thoughts, feelings, and behaviors. The more 

assertive we become, the more self-aware we become, which can help us identify what makes us unique. 



• Expression of Individuality: Assertiveness allows us to express our individuality by openly communicating our 
thoughts, ideas, and feelings. This could lead to a deeper understanding of our personal values, passions, and talents 
that differentiate us from others. 

• Strengthens Self-acceptance: Assertiveness can lead to increased self-acceptance  and self-confidence. Recognition of 
our self-worth can make us realize how unique and valuable we are. 

• Encourages Personal Development: Being assertive means taking responsibility for our life and decisions. This action 
can lead us to explore more about ourselves, leading to personal growth and development, which adds to our 
uniqueness. 

• Enforces Boundaries: Assertive communication aids in establishing personal boundaries, therefore protecting our 
physical, emotional, and mental space. The understanding and assertion of personal boundaries are unique to each 
individual.  

• Emphasizes Authenticity: Being assertive promotes authenticity since you are staying true to your feelings and 
beliefs. This authenticity contributes to the sense of our uniqueness. 

• Empowers Decision Making: The more assertive you are, the more you understand your unique needs and priorities. 
This leads to more informed and confident decision-making. 

 
ssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 
 
Q: How does Comparing, competing, and criticizing others; dismisses or disregards people’s uniqueness; I hold my 
exceptionality over others and I’m more special than others, I believe others are replaceable, but I’m irreplaceable, my history has no impact on me. I 
blame others, I’m intolerant of their mistakes and such be punished for their mistakes I want to recreate past successes, and I can recreate my 
past successes. I regress to past – I want to return to the good old days (vs healthy reminiscing) – lead to  Insecure Arrogance, Fear of 
change and progress, Ego-inflation, People are taking advantage of me, Overly sensitive to criticism, Reactive Anger, Demands that 
people love and adore them, Aggressive  
  

Insecure Arrogance 
Fear of change and progress  
Ego-inflation 
Fear of people are taking advantage of me 
Overly sensitive to criticism 
Reactive Anger  
Demands that people love and adore them  
Aggressive  
Insecurity and self-centeredness 

 
The behaviors described above are symptomatic of a pattern of grandiose self-importance, which fosters feelings of 
superiority and entitlement while harboring feelings of insecurity, inferiority, and fear of criticism or change beneath the 
surface. The fear that we have to adapt and change, my lead to idea that there is something wrong with us.  
 
When someone continually compares and competes with others, they demonstrate a need to feel superior and more 
important, breeding arrogance. This constant need to feel superior might be a sign of deep-seated insecurity, hence the 
term "Insecure Arrogance". 
 
The individual's criticism and disregard for others, along with their belief in their exceptionality at the expense of others, 
showing an overly high self-regard or self-importance, often leading to arrogance or self-centered behavior, leading to 
ego-inflation.  It also suggests a fear that anyone might pose a threat to their superiority, which can also be interpreted as a 
fear of change and progress. 
 
The statement "My history has no impact on me" can be seen as denial or a defense mechanism to avoid personal 
accountability. It's a way of deflecting blame and responsibility onto others, overriding any empathy or understanding 
towards their mistakes. That behavior can make them overly sensitive to criticism. 
 
Demanding love and adoration from others may signify a deep longing for validation and acknowledgment of their 
superiority. This attitude may indirectly create a notion that people are taking advantage of them if they don't receive the 
admiration they expect. 
 



Regressive behavior like wanting to return to "the good old days" expresses a reluctance to move forward and an inability 
or fear to adapt to new circumstances, which can pave the way for reactive anger, especially when desired situations are 
uncontrollable or unachievable. 
 
Finally, the lack of patience and tolerance can manifest as aggression, often a defensive mechanism to cover up 
underlying fear or insecurity as they feel threatened by any potential damage to the facade of superiority they have built. 
  
 
Q: In five paragraphs, how does toxic comparing others negatively,  competing and criticizing others lead to insecure 
arrogance, fear of change and progress, ego-inflation, fear of people are taking advantage of me, overly sensitive to 
criticism, reactive anger  
demands that people love and adore them, aggressive, and insecurity and self-centeredness 
  
The act of toxically comparing and thinking we are better than others leads to the breeding of insecure arrogance. The 
toxic comparison creates an image of others believing we are superior. Such an illusion results in making mistakes and 
perceiving ourselves as exceptional, developing an insecure arrogance. We cling to this false self-image and maintain an 
outward appearance of confidence, contrary to the inward feelings of insecurity and inadequacy. 
 
Constant competition and criticism of others further exacerbate this situation. We create a perception where only winning 
matters, leading to an unhealthy obsession with others' failures and weaknesses. In constant competition, we view every 
interaction as a potential threat to our superiority, leading to fear of change and progress. We become scared of any 
change or progress, fearing it may diminish our ill-perceived superiority, leading to stagnancy and a lack of professional 
or personal growth. 
 
Focusing on our successes as compared to others' failures results in ego inflation. We become overly accustomed to our 
inflated ego, which we perceive as reality, causing distorted self-perception. With ego inflation comes the fear of others 
taking advantage of us. Feeling isolated and anxious, we become overly suspicious, seeing every interaction as a potential 
trap. 
 
Being ego-inflated tends to make people overly sensitive to criticism. We perceive criticism, even when it is constructive, 
as a personal attack on our character. This hypersensitivity leads to reactive anger, lashing out at people for perceived 
slights. We then tend to demand adoration and love from others to feed our inflated ego further and suppress our deep-
seated insecurities. 
 
All these factors lead to aggressive behavior, insecurity, and self-centeredness. Aggression can serve as a defense 
mechanism to shield our fragile self-esteem from external threats. The insecurity stems from the constant fear of not living 
up to our inflated self-image. Finally, self-centeredness is the crux of all these issues. Being overly focused on our 
achievements, appearance, and superiority over others leads to disregarding others' feelings and needs, which creates more 
conflicts and deepens and widens the empathy gap between others. 
 

Lack of Self-Respect 
Tendency to Self-Sabotage 
Low Self-Esteem 
Inability to maintain & set boundaries  
Feels emotional hurt when compared, competed, and criticized by others  
Negative Self-Talk  
Doesn’t give themselves permission to give and receive love and care 
Struggle with Assertiveness  
Poor Self-Image  & Low Self-Worth 

 
Lack of self-respect and derogatory self-perception can lead to a myriad of mental and emotional health issues. Some of 
them are: 
 
1. Tendency to Self-Sabotage: When we do not respect ourselves, we may self-sabotage. This can manifest in different 
ways, such as procrastination, self-destructive habits, or even pushing people away who offer support and love. 
 
2. Low Self-Esteem: If we hold negative beliefs about our abilities or worth, we likely they have low self-esteem. This can 
affect all areas of life, including relationships, job performance, and mental health. 



 
3. Inability to Maintain & Set Boundaries: Without self-respect, we may struggle with setting and maintaining healthy 
boundaries. This can lead to relationships where they feel used or disrespected. 
 
4. Negative Self-Talk:  With low self-respect, we engage in negative self-talk, which involves criticizing ourselves and 
focusing on our flaws and failures. 
 
5. Struggle with Assertiveness: Respect for ourselves also involves standing up for ourselves, say 'no' when needed, and 
express personal feelings and needs. This ability is usually compromised when we lack self-respect. 
 
6. Poor Self-Image & Low Self-Worth: If we perceive ourselves negatively, such as being too skinny or not smart enough, 
our overall self-worth is likely to be low. A poor self-image can also contribute to a decrease in self-respect. 
 
All these consequences of lacking self-respect underscore the importance of cultivating self-acceptance  and positive self-
perception.  The effects described above illustrate that lack of self-respect not only negatively impacts the way we see and 
treat ourselves, but it also impairs how we interact with others and deal with life's challenges. Promoting self-respect is 
crucial for mental health and well-being. 
 
Q: In five paragraphs, how does toxic comparing themselves to others negatively,  believing they are unable to compete 
and win and criticizing themselves leads to lack of self-respect, tendency to self-sabotage, low self-esteem 
inability to maintain & set boundaries, feels emotional hurt when compared, competed, and criticized by others negative 
self-talk, doesn’t give themselves permission to give and receive love and care, struggle with assertiveness, poor self-
image and low self-worth?  
 
Comparing ourselves to others in a toxic manner can severely harm our self-respect by cultivating a deeply ingrained 
belief that we inherently lack worth. Comparing, competing, and self-criticism feed into the cycle of self-disrespect as we 
place ourselves below others, thereby undermining our value. When we develop the mindset that we are inherently less 
successful, talented, or worthy than others, it diminishes the respect we hold for ourselves. Consequently, we may be more 
prone to self-sabotage as we do not deserve success or happiness. 
 
Constant self-criticism and the belief that one is unable to compete can also cause individuals to develop low self-esteem, 
making them incredibly sensitive to criticism from others. They may over-analyze words or actions, perceiving them as 
attacks or confirmation of their inadequacies. Self-criticism can lead to emotional hurt that can intensify low self-esteem, 
triggering a vicious cycle that erodes one's sense of self-worth. We become our worst critics, with negative self-talk 
reinforcing and perpetuating our insecurities. 
 
An unhealthy mindset can create a barrier to setting and maintaining boundaries. When people view themselves as inferior 
or unworthy, they are less likely to stand up for themselves, accepting poor treatment from others that we see as a 
reflection of our perceived inferiority. We need help with assertiveness, but we are failing to communicate our thoughts 
and needs effectively. We may also over-compensate in trying to please or accommodate others, devaluing our needs in 
the process and further diminishing our self-esteem and self-respect. 
 
When comparing ourselves to others, unwilling to compete because of the fear of losing, and self-criticism, we struggle to 
give and receive love and care. The feeling of unworthiness can inhibit our ability to accept love and care from others, as 
we might feel undeserving of such attention. Additionally, we may struggle to extend love and care towards ourselves due 
to a lack of self-compassion, leading to neglected emotional health that further fuels our feeling of unsatisfactory. 
 
In conclusion, engaging in toxic comparisons, holding a deep-rooted belief of being unable to compete, and habitually 
criticizing ourselves all contribute to the deterioration of our self-acceptance and self-worth. These negative patterns of 
thought and behavior reinforce a poor self-image that can lead to a lack of self-respect and an array of emotional and 
psychological issues. We must struggle with these patterns and reclaim our sense of self-worth. 
 

 



 

Issues of Respect  Insecure Arrogant Mindset Self-Respect Non-Self-Caring  
1 Dealing with fear and 

pride  
Fear of change and progress  Self-improvement involves 

cultivating a growth 
mindset 

Tendency to Self-
Sabotage 

2 Dealing with 
Comparisons  

Ego-inflation  Self-Acceptance Low Self-Esteem  

3 Dealing with 
Completion  

People are taking advantage of me Maintains and set 
boundaries respectfully  

Inability to maintain & 
set boundaries  

4 Dealing with Criticism  Overly sensitive to criticism Can cope with criticism  Feels emotional hurt 
when compared, 
competed, and 
criticized by others  

5 Dealing with 
Compulsive Anger  

Reactive Anger  Self-Compassion: I can 
be kind to myself when I 
feel angry.  

Negative Self-Talk  

6 Dealing with Contempt Demands that people love and adore 
them  

Resilient: stays clam and 
composed when  rejected, 
disapproved of, stress 
develops, etc.  

Doesn’t give 
themselves permission 
to give and receive 
love and care 

7 Dealing with Malice  Aggressive  Assertive  Struggle with 
Assertiveness  

Leads to… Insecurity and self-centeredness Personal Development Poor Self-Image  & 
Low Self-Worth 

 
 
  
 
What is one theme in insecurity and self-centeredness Poor Self-Image  & Low Self-Worth 
 
 
Insecurity and self-centeredness often stem from poor self-image and low self-worth. These personal development issues 
may create significant barriers to happiness, satisfaction, and fulfillment in life. They can trigger negative behaviors such 
as jealousy, neediness, and selfishness, which can damage relationships and prevent personal growth. 
 
To overcome these issues, individuals should focus on improving their self-perception and boosting their self-esteem. This 
can be accomplished through means such as therapy, meditation, positive affirmations, and setting achievable goals. By 

Self-
Respect  
Mindset



learning to value themselves and recognize their worth, individuals can reduce their feelings of insecurity, become less 
self-centered, and foster healthier relationships with others.  
 
Moreover, self-awareness plays a crucial role in this journey. By understanding their emotions and motivations better, 
individuals can identify the root causes of their insecurity and self-centeredness. This self-knowledge can empower them 
to take positive steps towards personal development and a healthier self-image. 
 
Lastly, invest time in activities that genuinely make you happy and provide you with a sense of accomplishment. 
Engaging in activities that you love and are good at can help bolster self-esteem and reduce feelings of inadequacy. 
 
 
insecure Arrogance, ego-inflation, compulsive Anger, believes people are taking advantage of me, Overly sensitive to 
criticism, demands that people love and adore them, fear of change and progress, and aggressive  
The theme can be described as "insecurity and self-centeredness." 
 
What are the one theme Self-Respect, Self-Acceptance, Self-Compassion, Maintains and set boundaries respectfully can 
cope with criticism, Resilient, Self-improvement involves cultivating a growth mindset 
 
The overarching theme here is "Personal Development ". Each aspect mentioned- self-respect, self-acceptance, self-compassion, 
setting boundaries, resilience, and a growth mindset- are all components of this theme. They each contribute to a person's journey of 
self-improvement and fostering a healthy relationship with oneself. 
 
 
1. Insecurity and suspiciousness: The belief that people are taking advantage of them, being overly sensitive to criticism, 
and demanding constant adoration suggest themes of deep insecurity and paranoia. 
 
2. Fear and Resistance to Change: The fear of change and progress is a significant theme here. This resistance could also 
contribute to their aggressive behavior when confronted with new situations or challenges. 
 
3. Narcissism and Arrogance: The ego-inflation and arrogance, as well as compulsive anger and aggression, suggests 
themes of narcissism. The person's needs and feelings are paramount, and they may react aggressively if they feel 
threatened or criticized. 
 
Self-Respect  
1. Personal Growth and Self-Improvement: This theme revolves around understanding and accepting one's strengths and 
weaknesses. In order to grow, it requires a willingness to learn and the courage to face challenges and criticisms. 
Cultivating a growth mindset helps individuals to see potential stumbling blocks as opportunities for learning and self-
improvement, instead of setbacks. 
 
2. Emotional Resilience and Self-Respect: This theme tackles dealing with adversity. Being resilient requires having a 
healthy level of self-respect. Self-respect allows one to maintain personal boundaries, it also helps individuals to handle 
criticism or judgment. It gives them the strength to pick themselves up after a failure, and not let it define their self-worth. 
 
3. Self-Compassion and Acceptance: This theme emphasizes understanding, accepting, and being kind to oneself. No one 
is perfect and everyone has flaws, but it's important to show compassion towards oneself despite the imperfections. Self-
acceptance helps in maintaining a positive outlook towards life, reducing negative thoughts, and stress levels. 
 
 
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
 
Understanding that every individual is irreplaceable also paves way for self-acceptance. By accepting their distinct 
qualities, you recognize that they aren't simple placeholders that can be easily swapped. This appreciation extends to 
oneself as well, reinforcing the reality that your identity is unique, not subject to external validation or comparisons. It 
encourages you to embrace who you are entirety, quirks and all, leading to a healthier degree of self-acceptance. 
 



The way we view our past significantly impacts our ability for self-compassion. By respecting the past and viewing it 
without blame, we foster an attitude of understanding and patience towards ourselves. Instead of relentlessly criticizing or 
blaming ourselves for past mistakes, we learn to view those errors as life lessons—an integral part of our identity. This 
perspective breeds a kinder, more compassionate view of oneself. 
 
Recognizing the unrepeatability of time enables us to maintain and set boundaries respectfully. When time is viewed as a 
scarce and valuable commodity, we appreciate its irreplaceability and use it more carefully. This consciousness can 
encourage assertiveness in managing our time and personal boundaries, as we recognize the value and necessity of our 
personal space and time. 
 
More so, this concept assists in creating resilience. Life will not always go as planned and understanding that time is not 
repeatable allows us to adapt, push forward, and improve. Knowing that we can't go back teaches us to grow from our 
experiences without dwelling on them. 
 
Lastly, this perspective promotes personal development. By appreciating our uniqueness, we become intrinsically 
motivated to enhance our unique qualities and abilities. Moreover, understanding that each person is irreplaceable, 
together with the important lessons of the past, and recognizing time's irrevocable nature, we can grow into our best 
selves. It boosts our assertiveness, resilience, and fuels the continual journey of self-improvement. 
 
 
  



 

 

Excessive Self-Respect: Insecure Arrogance 
Respect refers to the admiration or recognition of the abilities, qualities, or achievements of someone else. It's about values, empathy, 
and consideration for others' feelings, customs, cultures and viewpoints.  
 
 Self-respect refers to the regard for one's well-being and personal value. It's about understanding your own worth and not letting 
others degrade or undervalue you. It's treating oneself with kindness, care and avoiding self-degradation. It's about maintaining your 
personal dignity and not letting people take advantage of you.  
 
1 Unhealthy self-respect manifests  as arrogance. It is a distorted view of ourselves where we see ourselves as superior to 
others. What top three cognitive distortions related to feeling superior to others?  
2 Unhealthy self-respect manifests as a lack of self-respect, where they have a negative view of themselves and allows 
others to treat them poorly. Treats others disrespectfully.  
3 Unhealthy self-respect involves not setting boundaries and letting others take advantage of them, gets angry when 
people take advantage of them 
4 Unhealthy self-respect includes being overly sensitive to criticism and letting it negatively affect their self-perception. 
Covers up feelings of self-doubt or inadequacy.  
5 With unhealthy self-respect, we tend to have poor mental health and overall well-being. 
6 We resist self-improvement due to fear of change, lack of self-belief, and procrastination. We may fear that changes 
could disturb their comfort zone or routine. We lack the confidence or genuine esteem to believe we can or deserve to 
improve. Procrastination is another barrier, as self-improvement requires effort and commitment, and we delay starting, 
never actually taking the necessary steps for improvement. 
7 Aggression is a result of feelings such as insecurity, fear or inadequacy, and is a sign of poor self-respect. It can harm 
relationships and worsen esteem, creating a vicious cycle of increased aggression and self-image decline. Healthy self-
respect, however, involves confidence, respect for others, and kindness.  
 
Name____________________________________________________ Date________________  
What situation promoted assessment:  
 
 
Emotions and Behaviors Observed:  
 
  
Rate: (0) Never; (1) Rarely; (2) Sometimes; (3 Often; (4) Very Frequently  

## Insecure Arrogance  
1 Distorted view of self where; sees self as superior to others; overestimates their 

qualities and abilities in relation to others, blaming failures on external factors 
(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

2 Lacks  of self-respect, where they have a negative view of themselves and 
allows others to treat them poorly (Drama: poor me, victimization)  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

3 Brooding Discontent: unable to set boundaries and letting others take advantage 
of them, gets angry when people take advantage of them; ungrateful.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

4 Overly sensitive to criticism and letting it negatively affect self-perception; 
internalizing negative feedback rather than seeing it as a tool for improvement. 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

5 Tends to have poor mental health and overall well-being; ignores or denies 
them, sees no need to work mental health, sees no need for therapy or support.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

6 Resists self-improvement” fear of change, lack of self-belief, and 
procrastination; fear that changes could disturb their comfort zone or routine. 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

7 Aggression is a result of feelings such as insecurity, fear or inadequacy; sees 
kindness and respect for others as a weakness.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

 Total       
0 to 7  Doesn’t wrestle with experiencing insecure arrogance  
8 to 14  Sometimes has difficulty with insecure arrogance 
13 to 21  Often has difficulty with insecure arrogance 



More than 22 Very Frequently has difficulty with insecure arrogance 
Healthy Self-Respect 

Respect refers to the admiration or recognition of the abilities, qualities, or achievements of someone else. It's about values, empathy, 
and consideration for others' feelings, customs, cultures and viewpoints.  
 
 Self-respect refers to the regard for one's well-being and personal value. It's about understanding your own worth and not letting 
others degrade or undervalue you. It's treating oneself with kindness, care and avoiding self-degradation. It's about maintaining your 
personal dignity and not letting people take advantage of you.  
 
[] Healthy self-respect means having a s realistic view of ourselves. It involves acknowledging our strengths and weaknesses and 
accepting them. Taking responsibility for one’s self-worth 
[] Healthy self-respect is about treating ourselves with kindness and respect, and not allowing others to treat us poorly. 
[] Healthy self-respect involves setting boundaries and not letting others take advantage of us. 
[] Healthy self-respect includes the ability to accept criticism and learn from it, rather than letting it negatively affect our self-
perception. 
[] Resilient: With healthy self-respect, we tend to be resilient and have a positive outlook on life. We tend to have better mental health 
and overall well-being (expanding uniqueness). 
[] Self-improvement involves cultivating a growth mindset, enhancing self-efficacy, and promoting positive thinking. We believe that 
through dedication and hard work, we can develop our intelligence and skills, and viewing obstacles as chances to excel. Self-efficacy 
is the confidence in our capabilities to succeed in different situations, helping us face tough tasks instead of evading them. Positive 
thinking emphasizes the importance of a positive outlook on life and our objectives, suggesting that optimism can lead to better health, 
happiness, and success. 
[]  Assertive: Firm, Fair, and focused: expressing oneself effectively and standing up for one's point of view, while also respecting the 
rights and beliefs of others.   
1. Fairness: Being assertive involves being fair because it requires a person to consider not just their  needs or wants, but also those of 
others.  2. Firmness: Assertiveness also involves being firm, as it is about standing up for one's rights and expressing one's thoughts, 
feelings, and needs in a direct, honest, and appropriate manner.    3. Focused: involves staying focused on the issue at hand, and not 
getting sidetracked by irrelevant issues or personal attacks,  focus on the problem or situation, rather than on the individual.   
 
Name____________________________________________________ Date________________  
What situation promoted assessment:  
 
 
Emotions and Behaviors Observed:  
 
Rate: (0) Never; (1) Rarely; (2) Sometimes; (3 Often; (4) Very Frequently  

## Self-Respect Mindset 
1 Acknowledging strengths and weaknesses and accepting them; being direct and 

transparent,  
(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

2 Treating oneself with kindness and respect, and not allowing others to treat us poorly, 
taking responsibility for one’s self-worth 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

3 Setting boundaries and not letting others take advantage of them, If someone disrespects 
your boundary, take action – be firm and fair.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

4 Accepting criticism and learn from it, rather than letting it negatively affect our self-
perception and self-worth.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

5 Being resilient and having a positive outlook on life; has better mental health and 
overall well-being  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

6 Sees the value in self-improvement; cultivating a growth mindset, enhancing self-
efficacy, and promoting positive thinking and self-caring thinking and behaviors.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

7 Assertive: Firm, Fair, and focused: expressing oneself effectively and standing up for 
one's point of view, while also respecting the rights and beliefs of others.   

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

 Total       
0 to 7  Doesn’t wrestle with experiencing insecure arrogance  
8 to 14  Sometimes has difficulty with insecure arrogance 
13 to 21  Often has difficulty with insecure arrogance 
More than 22 Very Frequently has difficulty with insecure arrogance  

Non-Self-Respect Mindset 
Rate: (0) Never; (1) Rarely; (2) Sometimes; (3 Often; (4) Very Frequently  



## Lack of Self-Respect 
1 Engages in self-deprecating humor and refuse to accept compliments or praise. low 

sense of self-worth; undervalue performance, effectiveness, or efficiency  
(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

2 Criticizes and berates self for mistakes, failures, or perceived inadequacies (After 
making a mistake says “I’m so stupid!) 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

3 Unable to maintain boundaries; others take advantage of him/her, feels manipulate, 
others treat him/her disrespectfully because he/she doesn’t believe they deserve better.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

4 Has poor hygiene, unhealthy eating and sleeping habits, ignores our feelings and needs, 
neglecting physical, emotional, and mental health. 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

5 Struggles to accept love and care from others; feels unworthy of such feelings, feel 
unworthy of such feelings and push people away (disengage or is clingy (engages) 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

6 Engages in self-sabotaging behaviors, such as procrastination, excessive drinking, or 
drug use , or staying in unhealthy relationships. 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

7 Has difficulty asserting self and expressing needs, wants, or opinions; goes go along 
with what others want even if it goes against own desires or values. 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

 Total       
 
 

Lack of Self-respect 
Unable to Expand 
1 Lowered Self-Worth: A person with a lack of self-respect often has a low sense of self-worth. We 

constantly undervalue themselves and their abilities. We may frequently engage in self-deprecating humor 
and refuse to accept compliments or praise. 
 

2 Negative Self-Talk: We engage in negative self-talk, criticizing and berating ourselves for our mistakes, 
failures, or perceived inadequacies. We have a hard time recognizing our strengths and achievements. 
 

3 Poor Boundaries: inability to set and maintain healthy boundaries. We may let others take advantage of 
us, manipulate us, or treat us disrespectfully because we don't believe we deserve better. 
 

4 Neglecting Self-Care: We may neglect their physical, emotional, and mental health. This can manifest as 
poor hygiene, unhealthy eating and sleeping habits, or ignoring their feelings and needs. 
 

5 Difficulty Accepting Love and Care: With low self-respect, we struggle to accept love and care from 
others. WE may feel unworthy of such feelings and push people away as a result.  
 

6 Tendency to Self-Sabotage: We may engage in self-sabotaging behaviors, such as procrastination, 
excessive drinking, or drug use , or staying in unhealthy relationships. These behaviors can be a way of 
punishing ourselves or avoiding success, which we may feel we don't deserve. 
 

7 Struggle with Assertiveness: We may have difficulty asserting ourselves and expressing our needs, wants, 
or opinions. We may fear rejection or confrontation and therefore, often go along with what others want 
even if it goes against our desires or values. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Lack of self-respect can often stem from a negative self-perception and self-talk. When an individual constantly engages 
in self-deprecating thoughts and lowered self-worth, it can be difficult to see one's own value and treat oneself with the 
respect deserved. This type of negative self-talk can create a damaging cycle where an individual continues to reinforce 
their own negative beliefs about themselves, hampering their ability to recognize their strengths and achievements. The 
impact on mental health can be significant, leading to feelings of hopelessness and possibly even depression. 
 
Moreover, individuals with low self-respect may also have difficulty accepting love and care from others. They might feel 
undeserving of positive attention or affection, pushing away support when it is needed most. This can manifest as 
neglecting self-care and failing to establish healthy boundaries. Such actions not only affect personal well-being, but also 
influence relationships with others. People with poor boundaries might find themselves consistently overextending or 
unable to say no, which can lead to burnout and resentment. Additionally, neglecting self-care routines can contribute to 
physical and emotional exhaustion, as individuals fail to prioritize their own needs. 
 
Finally, lack of self-respect often leads to self-sabotaging behaviors. For example, procrastination can prevent individuals 
from achieving their goals, leading to frustration and a further reduction in self-respect. Excessive drinking, drug use, and 
remaining in unhealthy relationships are other examples of how individuals might punish themselves or avoid success 
subconsciously. These behaviors not only disrupt personal and professional growth but also perpetuate the cycle of low 
self-esteem and self-respect. Recognizing and addressing these patterns is crucial for individuals to break free from these 
negative cycles and start building a healthier relationship with themselves. 
  

Non Self-Caring Mindset

Self-Perception 
and Self-Talk

Lowered Self-Worth: 

Negative Self-Talk

Difficulty Accepting Love 
and Care

Lack of Self-Care 
and Healthy 
Boundaries:

Poor Boundaries: 

Neglecting Self-Care: 

Struggle with 
Assertiveness: 

Self-Sabotaging 
Behaviors:

Procrastination

Excessive drinking, drug 
use 

Staying in unhealthy 
relationships to potentially 
punish ourselves or avoid 

success



Lack of Self-Respect: . Self-Perception and Self-Talk: 
Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 

1 Struggling with Decision-
Making: Second guessing every 
decision due to lack of 
confidence in one's own 
judgment 
2 Being Overly Apologetic: 
Saying 'sorry' unnecessarily 
because they feel responsible for 
everything that goes wrong 
3 Not Expressing Personal Needs 
or Feelings: Suppressing 
emotions or needs in fear of 
being a bother or burden 
4 Self-Neglect: Not taking care of 
one's physical, mental, and 
emotional needs due to self-
deprecating belief 
5 Accepting Poor Treatment: 
Allowing others to treat you 
poorly because you believe you 
don't deserve better 
6 Overworking: Working 
excessively to cover up the 
feelings of incompetence and not 
being good enough 
7 Avoiding Relationships: 
Feeling too undeserving of love 
or companionship, leading to 
self-isolation 
8 Body Shaming: Criticizing 
one's body due to negative 
feelings about one's self-image  
9 Avoiding Success: Sabotaging 
opportunities for success due to 
fear of failure or not being good 
enough  
10  Struggling with 
Perfectionism: A fear of making 
mistakes, often leading to anxiety 
and stress. 

1 Struggling with Decision-Making: "I 
acknowledge my fear of making the wrong 
decisions. However, through every decision, I 
am learning and growing. My judgment is 
valuable, and I trust it." 
2 Being Overly Apologetic: "I respect myself 
enough to know that I cannot be responsible 
for everything. I will only say 'sorry' when it's 
appropriate and necessary." 
3 Not Expressing Personal Needs or Feelings: 
"My emotions and needs are valid. Expressing 
my thoughts, desires and feelings doesn’t 
make me a burden, it makes me human." 
 4 Self-Neglect: "My physical, mental and 
emotional health are important. I am worth the 
time and effort it takes to manage and 
prioritize these needs." 
5 Accepting Poor Treatment: "I am deserving 
of respect, kindness and love. I don't have to 
tolerate behavior that hurts me." 
6 Overworking: "Being busy doesn’t equate to 
my worth. I am competent and worthy, even 
when I take breaks and rest." 
7 Avoiding Relationships: "I am deserving and 
worthy of love and companionship. It's okay to 
let others in and build meaningful 
connections." 
8 Body Shaming: "My body is an incredible 
vessel that has carried me through life. It is 
worthy of love and care, regardless of any 
perceived flaws." 
9 Avoiding Success: "I don't have to fear 
success. I am capable. I won't self-sabotage, 
but instead embrace every opportunity that 
comes my way." 
- Struggling with Perfectionism: "It’s 
understandable to make mistakes. Being 
perfect isn’t necessary. I accept myself as I am, 
while understanding that striving for growth is 
different from striving for perfection" (Index 
11).  

1. Struggling with Decision-Making: 
"I trust my judgment and understand 
that I can learn from both right and 
wrong decisions." 
2  Being Overly Apologetic: "I am 
responsible only for my own actions 
and decisions, and I will apologize 
only when it is necessary and 
meaningful." 
3 Not Expressing Personal Needs or 
Feelings: "Expressing my feelings 
and needs doesn't make me a burden, 
it makes me human." 
4 Self-Neglect: "I am worthy of 
taking care of myself both physically 
and emotionally. My well-being is 
important." 
5 Accepting Poor Treatment: "I 
deserve respect and should be treated 
as such. I will not endure toxic 
behavior." 
6 Overworking: "Work is a part of my 
life, not the entirety of it. I am already 
accomplished and do not need to 
prove my worth." 
7 Avoiding Relationships: "I want to 
have healthy relationships and 
experience love”  
8. Body Shaming: "My body is 
unique and beautiful in its own way. I 
will not compare my physical 
appearance with others." 
9 Avoiding Success: "Failure and 
success are both part of growth. I will 
face every opportunity with courage 
and optimism." 
10 Struggling with Perfectionism: 
"Perfection is unattainable. I can 
strive for growth and progress 
instead. Mistakes are opportunities for 
learning, not indications of my 
worth." 

3 Not Expressing Personal Needs or Feelings: "My emotions and needs are valid. Expressing my thoughts, desires and 
feelings doesn’t make me a burden, it makes me human." 
 
Frankl, would likely both agree and disagree with the statement about not expressing personal needs or feelings. He would 
agree that each individual's emotions and needs are valid and inherently human, consistent with his view that human 
beings have an inner life that is unique and significant. Expressing personal thoughts and feelings aligns with Frankl's 
encouragement for individuals to find and express meaning in their lives. However, Frankl might disagree with the notion 
of focusing too heavily on one's own needs and feelings if it leads to excessive introspection or self-absorption. Instead, he 
emphasized the importance of looking outward and finding meaning through experiences, interactions, and contributions 
to the world, suggesting that fulfillment comes often from transcending oneself, rather than solely focusing on personal 
emotional expression. 
 
Discovering meaning through experiences , interactions, contributions (EIC) 

  



Lack of self-respect: Lowered Self-Worth: Constantly undervaluing ourselves.  
   - Negative Self-Talk: Berating and criticizing ourselves for perceived inadequacies, failures, or mistakes 
   - Difficulty Accepting Love and Care: Struggling to accept love and care because they feel unworthy 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1- "I'm not good enough 
to achieve my goals." 
2- "I'm a burden to 
others." 
3- "I'll never be as 
successful as my peers." 
4- "I constantly mess 
everything up." 
5- "Nobody would want 
to be with someone like 
me."  
6- "I'm always the one at 
fault in every situation." 
7- "I don't deserve 
happiness." 
8- "I'm too stupid to learn 
anything new." 
9- "I'm not attractive 
enough to be noticed." 
10- "I will never be able 
to change my situation." 

1. "I may not be perfect, but I understand that 
no one else is." 
2. "I am allowed to make mistakes; it is how 
I learn and grow." 
3. "Everybody has their strengths and 
weaknesses, including me." 
4. "Just because I failed today, doesn't mean 
I will fail tomorrow." 
5. "It's understandable to feel down 
sometimes, but it doesn't define my worth." 
6. "Struggling doesn't mean I'm failing; it 
means I'm growing." 
7. "I’m an ordinary person that wants love 
and care, just like anyone else." 
8. "My value is not measured by what others 
think of me, but by how I treat myself and 
others." 
9. "I am enough, just as I am. I don't need to 
be more or do more to be worthy of love and 
respect." 
10. "I will not speak to myself in a way that I 
wouldn't speak to someone I care about." 

1. "I am learning from my mistakes and 
that is a sign of growth, not failure." 
2. "I am not perfect, and that's okay. I am 
still worthy of love and respect." 
3. "I have unique talents and strengths, 
even if they're not always visible to 
others." 
4. "I want to be treated with kindness and 
respect, by others and myself." 
5. "It's understandable to have bad days, it 
doesn't make me a bad person or less 
worthy." 
6. "Negative thoughts don't determine my 
worth. I am more than my thoughts." 
7. "My past mistakes do not define me or 
my future. I am capable of change and 
improvement." 
8. "I want to experience love, care and 
affection just like anyone else." 
9. "I want to take care of my needs. It's not 
selfish, but necessary for my wellbeing." 
10. "I am learning to appreciate myself. 
My self-worth is not determined by other 
people's opinions of me." 

Self-Compassion 4. "Just because I failed today, doesn't mean I will fail tomorrow." 
 
As a proponent of existentialism and logotherapy, Viktor Frankl would likely agree with the statement "Just because I 
failed today, doesn't mean I will fail tomorrow" as it embodies hope, resilience, and personal responsibility for one's 
future. Frankl emphasized the importance of finding meaning in life, even in the face of suffering and setbacks. He 
believed that individuals have the freedom to choose their attitude and response to any given situation, which means that 
failure today does not determine one's future outcomes. 
 
However, Frankl might also point out that simply having a positive attitude about the future is not enough. He might 
disagree with any implication that future success will come automatically without intentional effort. According to Frankl, 
individuals must actively seek meaning and purpose in their lives, which may involve setting goals, learning from failures, 
and making concrete plans for improvement. Thus, while he would agree with the hopeful sentiment of the statement, he 
would emphasize the need for proactive and purpose-driven actions to create a different outcome for tomorrow. 
 
  



Viktor Frankl’s work centered on the principle that it is the striving to find a meaning in life that is the main, most 
powerful motivating and driving force in humans. In his book "Man's Search for Meaning," he argued that our primary 
drive in life is not pleasure, as Freud maintained, but the discovery and pursuit of what we personally find meaningful. 
 
In relation to the affirmations mentioned, they can all be interpreted as paths to finding meaningfulness and contribute to a 
person's sense of self-worth, responsibility, and purpose. 
 
1. "Negative thoughts don't determine my worth. I am more than my thoughts." - This affirmation can be related to 
Frankl's belief that even suffering and negative thoughts can't take away our freedom to choose how we react to them. 
 
2. "My past mistakes do not define me or my future. I am capable of change and improvement." - This echos Frankl's 
belief in our ability to shape our lives and identity by taking responsibility for our actions, making positive changes, and 
seeking improvement. 
 
3. "I want love, care and affection just like anyone else." - Frankl emphasized that everyone has a unique purpose and 
value, and we all want love and respect. 
 
4. "I want to take care of my needs. It's not selfish, but necessary for my wellbeing." - This is in line with Frankl's view 
that taking care of our own mental and physical health allows us to be in a better position to help others, hence further 
solidify our life's purpose.  
 
In essence, adopting these positive affirmations encourages each person to acknowledge their inherent worth, potentiality 
for change and improvement, and confidence in their deserving-ness of love and self-care — all of which fosters a sense 
of meaningfulness in life. 
 
8. "My value is not measured by what others think of me, but by how I treat myself and others." 
 
Frankl would likely agree with the sentiment that an individual's worth is not solely determined by external validation or 
the opinions of others, as he championed finding personal meaning and purpose in life irrespective of external 
circumstances, per his theory of logotherapy. He emphasized the importance of taking responsibility for creating one's 
meaning even in suffering, suggesting value arises from how one responds to life's challenges. Nevertheless, Frankl might 
argue that it's not just about how one treats oneself but crucially how one contributes to the lives of others. He emphasized 
self-transcendence, or the act of moving beyond oneself towards helping others, as integral to finding true meaning and, 
by extension, personal value. So, while self-treatment is important, Frankl might place greater emphasis on the value 
derived from the impact one has on others. 
 
9. "I am enough, just as I am. I don't need to be more or do more to be worthy of love and respect." 
 

Frankl, might partly agree with the statement that one is inherently worthy of love and respect simply by being human, 
aligning with his views on the intrinsic value of human life. However, he would likely challenge the notion of 
complacency implied in asserting that one does not need to "be more or do more." Frankl emphasized the importance of 
striving towards meaning in one's life, which often involves self-transcendence and engagement in purposeful activities. 
He would advocate for continuous personal growth and responsibility towards oneself and others, suggesting that while 
we are innately valuable, our actions and pursuit of meaning also play a crucial role in our fulfillment and how we earn 
respect. 

  



Lack of Self-Respect 
Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 

1. "I don't deserve your 
kindness; you should save it 
for someone more valuable." 
2. "Why would anyone love 
me? I'm such a mess." 
3. "All the care and love you're 
giving me is wasted on me, it's 
pointless." 
4. "Honestly, I'm not worth the 
love I receive, there's always 
someone better." 
5. "How can you bother taking 
care of me? I'm nothing." 
6. "I can't believe you would 
waste your time loving 
someone so worthless." 
7. "Don't show me affection, I 
don't deserve it." 
8. "I don't understand why 
you’d love me when all I am is 
a burden to everyone." 
9. "I just can't accept your care 
and love, I'm not worth it." 
10. "Why do you keep trying 
to love me? I am absolutely 
unworthy of it." 
 

1. "I acknowledge the challenge in 
accepting love, but I equally 
understand that love is a human 
desire.”   
2. "Every individual, including me, is 
worthy of love regardless of past 
mistakes or imperfections." 
3. "I am a work in progress, and it's 
okay to accept love and care from 
others while I am still growing and 
improving." 
4. "I appreciate those who care for me, 
even if I struggle to see my worth." 
5. "I am worthy of love and 
compassion, not because of what I do 
or achieve, but simply because I am 
human." 
6. "Love and care are not rewards that 
I must earn, they are rights that I 
inherently possess." 
7. "The thoughts of unworthiness are 
only thoughts, not reality. I am just as 
worthy of love and care as anyone 
else." 
8. "I am starting to accept love from 
others, even if it feels uncomfortable 
because it helps me learn to love 
myself." 
9. "I am enough and I deserve love and 
care from myself and others." 
10. "Believing in my own worthiness 
can be a struggle, but every day, I can 
choose love and let it guide me to self-
acceptance." 

1. "I understand that I feel unworthy of love 
and care, but I am striving to remind myself 
that everyone wants these basic emotional 
needs." 
2. "I might have difficulty accepting love, 
but that does not make me any less 
deserving of it." 
3. "I am allowed to feel this way, but that 
doesn't mean that these feelings are a true 
reflection of my worth." 
4. "It's understandable to struggle with 
accepting care, but I'm learning to embrace 
it as a part of self-love." 
5. "I may feel uncomfortable when people 
show me love, but it's important to remind 
myself that I'm worthy of receiving love 
and care." 
6. "I may feel unworthy sometimes, but I 
know that self-worth is not measured by my 
inability to accept love and care." 
7. "I know I'm struggling to feel deserving 
of love and care, but it's crucial for my 
mental health that I strive to believe in my 
worth." 
8. "There will be moments when I feel like I 
don't deserve love, but those are just 
moments and do not define my worthiness." 
9. "I understand that feeling unworthy can 
sometimes make accepting love and care 
more challenging, but I'm working on 
accepting myself and realizing my value." 
10. "My struggle with accepting love does 
not diminish my humanity, it only points to 
areas in my life that need extra care and 
understanding." 

 
  



Self-Caring Mindset  Ancient Wisdom 
1. "I acknowledge the challenge in accepting love, but I 
equally understand that love is a human desire.”   
2. "Every individual, including me, is worthy of love 
regardless of past mistakes or imperfections." 
3. "I am a work in progress, and it's okay to accept love 
and care from others while I am still growing and 
improving." 
4. "I appreciate those who care for me, even if I struggle 
to see my worth." 
5. "I am worthy of love and compassion, not because of 
what I do or achieve, but simply because I am human." 
6. "Love and care are not rewards that I must earn, they 
are rights that I inherently possess." 
7. "The thoughts of unworthiness are only thoughts, not 
reality. I am just as worthy of love and care as anyone 
else." 
8. "I am starting to accept love from others, even if it 
feels uncomfortable because it helps me learn to love 
myself." 
9. "I am enough and I deserve love and care from 
myself and others." 
10. "Believing in my own worthiness can be a struggle, 
but every day, I can choose love and let it guide me to 
self-acceptance." 

1. Proverbs 19:22 - "What a man desires is unfailing love; 
better to be poor than a liar." 
2. Romans 5:8 - "But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." 
3. Ephesians 2:10 - "For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do." 
4. Psalm 27:10 - "Even if my father and mother abandon 
me, the Lord will hold me close." 
5. Genesis 1:26 - "Then God said, 'Let us make mankind in 
our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.'" 
6. 1 John 4:7 - "Dear friends, let us love one another, for 
love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God." 
7. Romans 8:38-39 - "For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
8. 1 John 4:19 - "We love because he first loved us." 
9. Ephesians 2:4-5 - "But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved." 
10. Romans 15:7 - "Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God." 

 
  
 
  



2. Lack of Self-Care and Healthy Boundaries: 
   - Poor Boundaries: Allowing others to take advantage of me as I do not think I deserve better 
   - Neglecting Self-Care: Neglecting physical, emotional, and mental health leading to poor hygiene or unhealthy habits 
   - Struggle with Assertiveness: Difficulty expressing needs, wants, or opinions due to fear of rejection or confrontation 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "I always let people walk all over 
me, I must not deserve any better." 
2. "It's fine for them to use me, I don't 
really matter anyway." 
3. "I guess it's okay if others treat me 
poorly, I probably asked for it." 
4. "It's normal for others to take 
advantage of me, I don't see why I 
should stand up for myself." 
5. "If someone needs to use me to get 
ahead, I suppose they have more 
value than me." 
6. "I'll give away my rights to make 
others happy, I was never worth much 
anyway." 
7. "Other's needs are more important 
than mine, I should just be a 
doormat." 
8. "Because I don't consider myself 
important, I don't mind if others take 
advantage of me." 
9. "I let them treat me like this 
because I don't believe I should be 
treated better." 
10. "I don’t deserve to be treated with 
respect, so it’s okay for others to treat 
me poorly." 
 

1. "I acknowledge that I often let others 
cross my boundaries, but I understand that it 
is due to a lack of self-love, and this is 
something I am working on." 
2. "Although I have allowed others to take 
me for granted, I am willing to forgive 
myself and start setting healthier 
boundaries." 
3. "I am learning that disrespecting my 
boundaries doesn't make me a better person, 
and I deserve to be treated with respect and 
dignity." 
4. "I accept my past mistakes of not 
standing up for myself, and today, I choose 
to learn from them and make better 
decisions." 
5. "I care about my wellbeing and deserve 
better, even if I didn't always believe it. 
Today, I choose to challenge those thoughts 
and to begin believing in myself more." 
6. "I have let people take advantage of my 
kindness in the past, but I am learning that it 
is good to be kind to myself too." 
7. "I recognize that I have the power to stop 
others from crossing my boundaries, and 
each day I am growing stronger in making 
this a reality." 
8. "I can be compassionate to others while 
still maintaining healthy boundaries; this is 
a balance I am actively working towards." 
9. "I accept that I haven't always respected 
my needs and feelings, and I am working to 
recognize my self-worth and adjust my 
interactions accordingly." 
10. "I am learning to consistently express 
my needs and boundaries with others, and 
this practice will lead me towards healthier 
relationships." 

1. "I want to say 'no' to requests 
or demands that make me 
uncomfortable or overstretch 
my capacity, without feeling 
guilty." 
2. "My worth is not determined 
by how much I can do for 
others but by who I am as an 
individual." 
3. "It is not selfish to prioritize 
my own needs and wellbeing; 
it's necessary for my overall 
health." 
4. "The more I respect my 
boundaries, the more others 
will learn to respect them too." 
5. "I want respect and kindness, 
just like everybody else." 
6. "I cannot control others' 
reactions or behaviors, only my 
own. I should focus on the 
latter." 
7. "It's understandable to need 
space and time for myself. My 
mental health matters." 
8. "I am not responsible for 
other people's happiness; I am 
only responsible for my own." 
9. "Saying 'yes' to everything 
doesn't make me a better 
person; it just leaves me burned 
out and resentful." 
10. "Just because I have been 
treated poorly in the past, 
doesn't mean I deserve to be 
treated that way in the future. I 
want better, and I am worthy of 
better." 

 
  



Lack of Self-Respect - 1. Self-Perception and Self-Talk: Lowered Self-Worth: Constantly undervaluing ourselves.    - 
Negative Self-Talk: Berating and criticizing ourselves for perceived inadequacies, failures, or mistakes, difficulty 
accepting love and care: struggling to accept love and care because they feel unworthy 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
- "I'm not good enough 
to achieve my goals." 
- "I'm a burden to 
others." 
- "I'll never be as 
successful as my peers." 
- "I constantly mess 
everything up." 
- "Nobody would want 
to be with someone like 
me."  
- "I'm always the one at 
fault in every situation." 
- "I don't deserve 
happiness." 
- "I'm too stupid to learn 
anything new." 
- "I'm not attractive 
enough to be noticed." 
- "I will never be able to 
change my situation." 

1. "I may not be perfect, but that's okay. 
No one else is." 
2. "I am allowed to make mistakes; it is 
how I learn and grow." 
3. "Everybody has their own strengths 
and weaknesses, including me." 
4. "Just because I failed today, doesn't 
mean I will fail tomorrow." 
5. "It's understandable to feel down 
sometimes, but it doesn't define my 
worth." 
6. "Struggling doesn't mean I'm failing; it 
means I'm growing." 
7. "I’m an ordinary person that wants 
love and care, just like anyone else." 
8. "My value is not measured by what 
others think of me, but by how I treat 
myself and others." 
9. "I am enough, just as I am. I don't 
need to be more or do more to be worthy 
of love and respect." 
10. "I will not speak to myself in a way 
that I wouldn't speak to someone I care 
about." 

1. "I am learning from my mistakes and 
that is a sign of growth, not failure." 
2. "I am not perfect, and that's okay. I am 
still worthy of love and respect." 
3. "I have unique talents and strengths, 
even if they're not always visible to 
others." 
4. "I want to be treated with kindness and 
respect, by others and myself." 
5. "It's okay to have bad days, it doesn't 
make me a bad person or less worthy." 
6. "Negative thoughts don't determine my 
worth. I am more than my thoughts." 
7. "My past mistakes do not define me or 
my future. I am capable of change and 
improvement." 
8. "I am deserving of love, care and 
affection just like anyone else." 
9. "I deserve to take care of my own 
needs. It's not selfish, but necessary for 
my wellbeing." 
10. "I am learning to appreciate myself. 
My self-worth is not determined by other 
people's opinions of me." 

Frankl’s work centered on the principle that it is the striving to find a meaning in life that is the main, most powerful 
motivating and driving force in humans. In his book "Man's Search for Meaning," he argued that our primary drive in life 
is not pleasure, as Freud maintained, but the discovery and pursuit of what we personally find meaningful. 
 
In relation to the affirmations mentioned, they can all be interpreted as paths to finding meaningfulness and contribute to a 
person's sense of self-worth, responsibility, and purpose. 
 
1. "Negative thoughts don't determine my worth. I am more than my thoughts." - This affirmation can be related to 
Frankl's belief that even suffering and negative thoughts can't take away our freedom to choose how we react to them. 
 
2. "My past mistakes do not define me or my future. I am capable of change and improvement." - This echoes Frankl's 
belief in our ability to shape our lives and identity by taking responsibility for our actions, making positive changes, and 
seeking improvement. 
 
3. "I want love, care and affection just like anyone else." - Frankl emphasized that everyone has a unique purpose and 
value, and we all deserve love and respect. 
 
4. "I want to take care of my needs. It's not selfish, but necessary for my wellbeing." - This is in line with Frankl's view 
that taking care of our own mental and physical health allows us to be in a better position to help others, hence further 
solidify our life's purpose.  
 
In essence, adopting these positive affirmations encourages each person to acknowledge their inherent worth, potentiality 
for change and improvement, and confidence in their deservingness of love and self-care — all of which fosters a sense of 
meaningfulness in life. 
 
Attitude 4. "Just because I failed today, doesn't mean I will fail tomorrow." Frankl would agree with this attitude because 
it aligns with his theory of logotherapy, which focuses on the pursuit of purpose and meaning in life as the driving force of 



human behavior. He consistently emphasized the power of personal responsibility and freedom of choice, even in 
challenging circumstances. 
 
Frankl might agree in the context that individuals have the freedom to change their attitudes and reactions towards their 
failures. He would argue that failure is not a statement about future potential but is merely a reflection of past actions. As 
such, it's within the individual's power to learn from these failures, adapt, improve, and potentially succeed in future 
attempts (self-transformation).  
 
However, he might disagree if the person doesn’t learn anything from their failures. According to Frankl, if an individual 
keeps repeating the same mistakes and doesn't pursue personal growth or learning, they're more likely to experience 
similar failures in the future. So, while he would concur that failure today doesn't doom one to fail tomorrow, he would 
emphasize the importance of extracting meaning and lessons from that failure to improve future outcomes (self-
transcendence).  
 
Mindset 4. "I want to be treated with kindness and respect, by others and myself."  Frankl would certainly agree with the 
latter part of the statement, that we should treat ourselves with kindness and respect. His message underlines the need for 
personal responsibility and self-awareness. He strongly believed in treating oneself with compassion and understanding, 
doing what is right by our own values, and finding a purpose that gives our lives meaning (self-transformation).  
 
Frankl may agree with the idea that every person has inherent value basic respect as a human being. This idea is reflected 
in his Logotherapy where he emphasizes that each life, regardless of circumstances, has inherent meaning and value.  
 
However, where Frankl might take issue with the sentence is the focus on "deserving" kindness and respect from others. 
Frankl believed deeply in the responsibility each individual has for their own life and reactions to the behavior of others. 
He advised not to aim at success but to listen to what life expects from them, 
 
Frankl would argue that the expectation of being treated with kindness and respect by others may be outside of our 
control, thereby, should not be the main focus. He may argue that individual should focus more on their inner attitude and 
reactions to external events, and on finding personal meaning and purpose, rather than on what they feel they deserve 
from others (self-transcendence).  



Lack of Self-respect: Difficulty Accepting love and Care 
Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 

1. "I don't deserve your 
kindness; you should save 
it for someone more 
valuable." 
2. "Why would anyone love 
me? I'm such a mess." 
3. "All the care and love 
you're giving me is wasted 
on me, it's pointless." 
4. "Honestly, I'm not worth 
the love I receive, there's 
always someone better." 
5. "How can you bother 
taking care of me? I'm 
nothing." 
6. "I can't believe you 
would waste your time 
loving someone so 
worthless." 
7. "Don't show me 
affection, I don't deserve 
it." 
8. "I don't understand why 
you’d love me when all I 
am is a burden to 
everyone." 
9. "I just can't accept your 
care and love, I'm not worth 
it." 
10. "Why do you keep 
trying to love me? I am 
absolutely unworthy of it." 
 

1. "I acknowledge the challenge in 
accepting love, but I equally 
understand that love is a human 
desire.”   
2. "Every individual, including me, 
is worthy of love regardless of past 
mistakes or imperfections." 
3. "I am a work in progress, and it's 
okay to accept love and care from 
others while I am still growing and 
improving." 
4. "I appreciate those who care for 
me, even if I struggle to see my 
worth." 
5. "I am worthy of love and 
compassion, not because of what I 
do or achieve, but simply because I 
am human." 
6. "Love and care are not rewards 
that I must earn, they are rights that 
I inherently possess." 
7. "The thoughts of unworthiness 
are only thoughts, not reality. I am 
just as worthy of love and care as 
anyone else." 
8. "I am starting to accept love from 
others, even if it feels 
uncomfortable because it helps me 
learn to love myself." 
9. "I am enough, and I want love 
and care from myself and others." 
10. "Believing in my own 
worthiness can be a struggle, but 
every day, I can choose love and let 
it guide me to self-acceptance." 

1. "I understand that I feel unworthy of love 
and care, but I am striving to remind myself 
that everyone wants these basic emotional 
needs." 
2. "I might have difficulty accepting love, 
but that does not make me any less 
deserving of it." 
3. "I am allowed to feel this way, but that 
doesn't mean that these feelings are a true 
reflection of my worth." 
4. "It's understandable to struggle with 
accepting care, but I'm learning to embrace 
it as a part of self-love." 
5. "I may feel uncomfortable when people 
show me love, but it's important to remind 
myself that I'm worthy of receiving love 
and care." 
6. "I may feel unworthy sometimes, but I 
know that self-worth is not measured by my 
inability to accept love and care." 
7. "I know I'm struggling to feel deserving 
of love and care, but it's crucial for my 
mental health that I strive to believe in my 
worth." 
8. "There will be moments when I feel like 
I don't deserve love, but those are just 
moments and do not define my 
worthiness." 
9. "I understand that feeling unworthy can 
sometimes make accepting love and care 
more challenging, but I'm working on 
accepting myself and realizing my value." 
10. "My struggle with accepting love does 
not diminish my humanity, it only points to 
areas in my life that need extra care and 
understanding." 

Attitude 9. "I am enough, and I want love and care from myself and others” and self-caring mindset 5. "I may feel 
uncomfortable when people show me love, but it's important to remind myself that I'm worthy of receiving love and care." 
 
Viktor Frankl advocated for self-transcendence, which is about giving oneself to a cause greater than oneself or loving 
others. Logotherapy would probably agree with attitude 9 and self-caring mindset 5 in their emphasis of self-acceptance. 
Frankl believed that everyone has their unique purpose in life, and coming to terms with oneself is part of this purpose. 
Additionally, he would support the idea of desiring and accepting love and care from others, as this aligns with his focus 
on interpersonal relationships and the need for connections with other human beings. 
 
However, Frankl might argue that these attitudes and mindsets could become problematic if they lead to excessive self-
focus to the detriment of pursuing a bigger purpose or caring for others. He believed that the search for meaning is 
achieved not through self-centeredness, but through self-transcendence, such as serving a cause greater than oneself or 
loving others. Thus, while he would agree with the mindset of worthiness of receiving love and care, he would disagree if 
it promoted narcissism or selfishness. 
  



Lack of Self-Respect - Lack of Self-Care and Healthy Boundaries:   - poor boundaries: allowing others to take 
advantage of me as I do not think I deserve better,    - neglecting self-care: neglecting physical, emotional, and mental 
health leading to poor hygiene or unhealthy habits,    - struggle with assertiveness: difficulty expressing needs, wants, or 
opinions due to fear of rejection or confrontation 
 
Poor Boundaries: Allowing others to take advantage of me as I do not think I deserve better 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "I always let people walk all 
over me, I must not deserve any 
better." 
2. "It's fine for them to use me, I 
don't really matter anyway." 
3. "I guess it's okay if others 
treat me poorly, I probably asked 
for it." 
4. "It's normal for others to take 
advantage of me, I don't see why 
I should stand up for myself." 
5. "If someone needs to use me 
to get ahead, I suppose they have 
more value than me." 
6. "I'll give away my rights to 
make others happy, I was never 
worth much anyway." 
7. "Other's needs are more 
important than mine, I should 
just be a doormat." 
8. "Because I don't consider 
myself important, I don't mind if 
others take advantage of me." 
9. "I let them treat me like this 
because I don't believe I should 
be treated better." 
10. "I don’t deserve to be treated 
with respect, so it’s okay for 
others to treat me poorly." 
 

1. "I acknowledge that I often let others cross my 
boundaries, but I understand that it is due to a lack 
of self-love, and this is something I am working 
on." 
2. "Although I have allowed others to take me for 
granted, I am willing to forgive myself and start 
setting healthier boundaries." 
3. "I am learning that disrespecting my boundaries 
doesn't make me a better person, and I deserve to 
be treated with respect and dignity." 
4. "I accept my past mistakes of not standing up 
for myself, and today, I choose to learn from them 
and make better decisions." 
5. "I care about my wellbeing and I want better, 
even if I didn't always believe it. Today, I choose 
to challenge those thoughts and to begin believing 
in myself more." 
6. "I have let people take advantage of my 
kindness in the past, but I am learning that it is 
good to be kind to myself too." 
7. "I recognize that I have the power to stop others 
from crossing my boundaries, and each day I am 
growing stronger in making this a reality." 
8. "I can be compassionate to others while still 
maintaining healthy boundaries; this is a balance I 
am actively working towards." 
9. "I accept that I haven't always respected my 
needs and feelings, and I am working to recognize 
my self-worth and adjust my interactions 
accordingly." 
10. "I am learning to consistently express my 
needs and boundaries with others, and this practice 
will lead me towards healthier relationships." 

1. "I want to say 'no' to requests or 
demands that make me 
uncomfortable or overstretch my 
capacity, without feeling guilty." 
2. "My worth is not determined by 
how much I can do for others but 
by who I am as an individual." 
3. "It is not selfish to prioritize my 
own needs and wellbeing; it's 
necessary for my overall health." 
4. "The more I respect my 
boundaries, the more others will 
learn to respect them too." 
5. "I want respect and kindness, 
just like everybody else." 
6. "I cannot control others' 
reactions or behaviors, only my 
own. I should focus on the latter." 
7. "It's understandable to need 
space and time for myself. My 
mental health matters." 
8. "I am not responsible for other 
people's happiness; I am only 
responsible for my own." 
9. "Saying 'yes' to everything 
doesn't make me a better person; it 
just leaves me burned out and 
resentful." 
10. "Just because I have been 
treated poorly in the past, doesn't 
mean I deserve to be treated that 
way in the future. I want better, 
and I am worthy of better." 

Zen Buddhism agrees with Mindset 8 to the extent that it emphasizes the idea of self-awareness and self-care. It teaches that each 
person is responsible for achieving their own enlightenment, which can be equated to peace and happiness. 
 
Zen philosophy suggests that attachments to other people or the physical world can lead to suffering. In that sense, one should not be 
reliant on or feel responsible for others' happiness, as it would create attachment and potentially suffering. Zen teaches to pursue 
personal spiritual growth, which ultimately leads to inner peace and happiness. 
 
However, Zen Buddhism also highly values compassion and empathy towards all living beings. This concept disagrees with Mindset 
8. While it believes everyone is responsible for their own happiness, it also posits that we should strive to uplift others and help them 
achieve happiness if we can. In Zen, interconnectedness is a vital doctrine; our actions and emotions have effects on others, and the 
notion of separateness is fundamentally an illusion. 
 
Another point of contention is the word "responsibility." In Zen, there is an emphasis on releasing attachment to concepts and ideas, 
which includes societal ideas of responsibility. The focus is more on being in the present moment, rather than being responsible or not 
responsible for certain things.   
 
Finally, Zen Buddhism places less emphasis on the concept of an individual 'self', and thus the statement 'I am only responsible' for 
my own [happiness] may not resonate with some Zen teachings. This is because Zen seeks to transcend the egoistic self to reach a 
state of unity with all things. 
 



According to Frankl, the primary motivational force of an individual is to find meaning in life. This meaning can be discovered by 
creating work or doing a deed, by experiencing something or meeting someone, and by the attitude we adopt toward unavoidable 
suffering. 
 
So, when he refers to acknowledging letting others cross personal boundaries, forgiving oneself, setting healthier boundaries, and 
learning self-respect, he highlights the importance of personal growth, self-awareness, and setting boundaries. This could be seen as 
creating work or doing a deed, i.e., the work we do on ourselves and our relationships. This is meaningful as it promotes individual 
well-being, mental health, and personal development, which are vital contributors to a fulfilling life. 
 
These statements also reflect on experiencing something or meeting someone. The experiences we have and the relationships we form 
contribute to our sense of self, help us understand our boundaries, and realize our worth. The meaningfulness derived from these 
experiences plays a significant role in promoting self-love and self-respect. 
 
Finally, a crucial aspect of Frankl's approach is adopting a mindful attitude towards unavoidable suffering, accepting past mistakes and 
learning from them, letting go of past hurts, and trying to improve oneself. It falls under the third way of finding meaning. In 
situations of unavoidable suffering, instead of focusing on the suffering itself, it is meaningful to change our perspective and see it as 
an opportunity for personal growth and self-improvement. 
 
Attitude 5. "I care about my well-being and I want better, even if I didn't always believe it. Today, I choose to challenge those 
thoughts and to begin believing in myself more. 7 "I have let people take advantage of my kindness in the past, but I am learning that 
it is good to be kind to myself too." 
 
With regard to the attitude 5, Frankl would certainly agree with the notion of wanting better and believing in oneself. His concept of 
logotherapy revolves around finding meaning in life, which necessitates self-belief and a willingness to adapt and improve.  
 
In contrast, Frankl might disagree with the implication that your wellbeing only matters if you believe it does. He propounded that 
human beings have an inherent instinctual desire to find meaning and purpose in life, which includes caring for one's well-being, 
whether one consciously believes or acknowledges it or not. 
 
For attitude 7, Frankl would agree with the sentiment of learning to be kind to oneself. He argued that every person has the right to be 
respected - including oneself. He would see the process of learning self-kindness as a step toward finding personal meaning, which 
invariably includes developing a healthier relationship with oneself. 
 
However, he may disagree or perhaps caution against seeing acts of kindness to others, even when taken advantage of, as naiveté or 
weakness. He accentuated the importance of aiding others – in being responsible, loving, and showing compassion – as this directly 
feeds into the discovery of personal meaning and purpose. 
 
 Mindset 7. "It's understandable to need space and time for myself. My mental health matters." 
 
Frankl would likely agree with this mentality. He believed in the idea of 'self-distancing,' in which a person steps back from their 
current situation to view it more objectively. This can be a form of self-care and mental health management. According to Frankl, we 
do need to take care of ourselves and ensure that we are capable of addressing life's challenges. However, he would also emphasize 
that this time and space for oneself should ideally contribute to a greater sense of purpose and meaning – not just serving our needs, 
but also contributing in some way to others or to the world. 
 
Mindset 8. "I am not responsible for other people's happiness; I am only responsible for my own." 
 
Frankl would likely have mixed views on this statement. On the one hand, he was a strong advocate for personal responsibility and the 
belief that each person must seek their own meaning in life. From this perspective, it is up to each individual to pursue their own 
happiness. Therefore, he would agree that we are not responsible for other people's happiness. 
 
On the other hand, Frankl also strongly believed in the value of compassion, love, and contributing to the well-being of others. He 
would probably argue that while we can't control other people's emotions or make them happy, we can and should strive to contribute 
positively to their lives and take responsibility for how our actions affect them, which could indirectly influence their happiness. His 
famous quote, "Success, like happiness, cannot be pursued; it must ensue... as the unintended side effect of one's dedication to a cause 
greater than oneself," highlights his belief in the importance of helping others, not merely focusing on one's happiness. 
 

  



Lack of Self-Respect -  Neglecting Self-Care: Neglecting physical, emotional, and mental health leading to poor hygiene 
or unhealthy habits 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "It doesn't matter if I don't 
exercise, I don't see the point." 
2. "I don't have time to take care 
of myself, I'm too busy focusing 
on everything else." 
3. "I've been having a hard time 
sleeping lately, but it's' not that 
big of a deal." 
4. "It's normal to skip meals while 
working, isn't it?" 
5. "I don't need to drink water 
regularly, I'm not that thirsty." 
6. "I should be able to handle 
everything on my own - seeking 
emotional support is just a sign of 
weakness." 
7. "I don't have time to cook 
healthy meals, junk food is 
quicker." 
8. "I'm just too busy to take a day 
off, even though I'm feeling burnt 
out." 
9. "Even if I'm sick, I can't afford 
to take a day off. Work comes 
first." 
10. "Personal hygiene is 
overrated, I don't have to shower 
every day." 
 

1. "I recognize and accept that I have been 
neglecting my self-care." 
2. "I understand that my unhealthy habits 
are a reflection of my personal neglect, not 
a reflection of who I am as a person." 
3. "I am human, I sometimes falter, but I 
have the power to improve my well-being 
starting today." 
4. "I know that practicing self-care is 
essential, and I forgive myself for 
neglecting it in the past." 
5. "I accept that everyone makes mistakes, 
and I am not alone in neglecting my self-
care." 
6. "I acknowledge that my self-neglect 
comes from challenges I am facing, but I 
will strive to overcome them." 
7. "In accepting myself unconditionally, I 
can overcome the habit of neglecting my 
physical, emotional, and mental health." 
8. "I am capable of reversing any harm 
from neglecting my self-care and will 
begin to prioritize it now." 
9. "I take responsibility for my past 
negligence and commit to expressing self-
love through better self-care routines." 
10. "Though I may have maintained 
unhealthy habits, I will show myself grace 
and focus on growth moving forward." 

1. "When I neglect self-care, I'm ignoring the fact that my 
body and mind are interconnected, and they both need my 
attention to function effectively." 
2. "By skipping regular meals or eating unhealthy food, I'm 
neglecting my physical health which can lead to a lack of 
energy and an increase of health problems." 
3. "Not taking time for self-care activities like meditation or 
reading can actually drain me mentally, leading to stress, 
anxiety, or burnout." 
4. "When I neglect my personal hygiene, it's not only 
detrimental for my health but can also affect my social 
interactions and self-esteem." 
5. "By making a habit of consuming alcohol or drugs 
excessively, I'm neglecting my responsibility towards myself, 
endangering both my health and sanity." 
6. "Ignoring my emotional needs and not taking adequate 
measures to deal with my feelings can lead to emotional 
instability and can negatively impact other aspects of my life." 
7. "When I constantly work too much without giving myself a 
break, I'm neglecting my need for rest and relaxation, which 
could lead to chronic fatigue and burnout." 
8. "If I don't engage in regular physical activity, I am 
neglecting my body's need for exercise and consequently 
risking various health problems." 
9. "By not placing importance on maintaining my personal 
space clean and organized, I am undermining my own mental 
peace and productivity." 
10. "Depriving myself from social interactions, denying the 
need of sharing and receiving love, care and support, is a form 
of self-neglect and can lead to feelings of loneliness and 
despair." 

Attitude 7. "In accepting myself unconditionally, I can overcome the habit of neglecting my physical, emotional, and mental health." 
  
Zen Buddhism would agree with this statement from the viewpoint that it encourages the acceptance of the self in totality, which 
includes our physical, emotional, and mental state. Buddhism teaches that our suffering comes from not accepting things as they are, 
thus accepting ourselves unconditionally may indeed lead to an end of neglect of our wellbeing. The core principles of Buddhism like 
Mindfulness could translate to better care of ourselves. Also, Zen Buddhism lays emphasis on meditation which helps in achieving 
peace and balance in mind, body, and spirit. 
 
However, Zen may disagree with this statement, based on the concept of "anatta" or "non-self". Buddhism in general argues that the 
self is not a fixed entity but a constantly changing process. It rejects the idea that the self is independent and permanent. In Zen 
Buddhism, the focus is on finding enlightenment or understanding the true nature of reality rather than focusing on the concept of 
'self'. Also, the aspect of ‘unconditional acceptance of self’ may be interpreted as attachment to the self, which contradicts Buddhist 
teachings. 
 
Thus, while Zen Buddhism would agree with the importance of physical, emotional and mental health, it diverges in its understanding 
of 'self'. 
 
Frankl strongly believed in accepting oneself while also taking responsibility for one's actions. By accepting oneself unconditionally, 
one acknowledges their strengths and weaknesses which in turn would assist in self-improvement and overall health. Frankl also 
emphasized the necessity of self-transcendence  or focusing less on one's own concerns and more on what one can do for others, as a 
crucial route to personal meaning and mental health. 
 
On the other hand, Frankl might caution against unconditional self-acceptance if it leads to complacency or avoidance of personal 
growth. His emphasis on finding meaning in life required an individual to confront and overcome personal struggles and challenges. If 
someone accepts their unhealthy habits unconditionally, it may hinder them from addressing these issues and evolving. Frankl firmly 
believed in the capability of human beings to change and grow. So, while accepting oneself is necessary, it should not deter one from 
personal development.  



Lack of Self-Respect: Struggles with Assertiveness: Difficulty expressing needs, wants, or opinions due to fear of rejection or 
confrontation 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "I'm fine, don't worry about 
me. I don't like to rock the boat." 
2. "I would speak up, but I just 
don't want any trouble." 
3. "It's not that big of a deal, I can 
just handle it myself to avoid 
conflict." 
4. "I guess my opinion doesn't 
really matter anyway." 
5. "It's not necessary to express 
my needs, I don't want to bother 
anyone." 
6. "No one would listen to me 
even if I did speak up." 
7. "They probably wouldn't 
understand me, so there's no point 
in trying." 
8. "I don't want to impose on 
anyone else, so I'll just keep my 
needs to myself." 
9. "I'm afraid of saying the wrong 
thing, so I'd rather say nothing." 
10. "Voicing my opinion might 
upset someone, so I'll just go 
along with what they want." 
 

1. "It's understandable that I find it hard 
to express my needs. I'm working on 
growing stronger in my assertiveness." 
2. "I'm learning to accept myself, even in 
times I struggle with confrontation." 
3. "I acknowledge that I have a fear of 
rejection. It's a part of me that I'm trying 
to understand and navigate." 
4. "Even though I struggle to express my 
opinions, I remind myself that my voice 
matters, and my feelings are valid." 
5. "I am worth standing up for, even if 
it's uncomfortable or scary for me right 
now." 
6. "I am not weak because I find it hard 
to be assertive. Everyone has strengths 
and weaknesses, and this is one area I'm 
working on." 
7. "I will not beat myself up for finding 
confrontation hard. I am human, and it's 
normal to have fears." 
8. "I may struggle with my assertiveness, 
but that does not define my entire 
being." 
9. "It's okay that I struggle to articulate 
my wants. This does not mean my wants 
are not important." 
10. "Every day I am learning and 
growing, trying to become better at 
expressing my needs. I am proud of my 
progress, no matter how small." 

1. "I recognize the importance of 
communicating my needs clearly and 
without fear, this is crucial for my 
wellbeing." 
2. "It's okay to want different things than 
other people, and that doesn't make my 
needs any less valid." 
3. "I understand that confrontation is not 
inherently bad and it can lead to a 
resolution and better understanding 
between both parties." 
4. "My opinions have worth and I have the 
right to express them without being 
threatened or harmed." 
5. "The fear of rejection should not be a 
reason to stop expressing my true thoughts 
and feelings." 
6. "I should not shy away from expressing 
my needs, everyone has the right to have 
their needs met, and so do I." 
7. "I respect the opinions of others and I 
expect the same for mine." 
8. "As I take steps to be more assertive, I 
am reminded that it is out of self-love and 
self-care and not out of selfishness." 
9. "Expressing my needs and wants is not 
being demanding, but it is a way of taking 
care of myself." 
10. "I believe that by being more assertive, 
I can have more meaningful and effective 
communication with others, while staying 
true to myself." 

Attitude 7. "I will not beat myself up for finding confrontation hard. I am human, and it's normal to have fears and self-caring mindset 
6. "I should not shy away from expressing my needs, everyone has the right to have their needs met, and so do I." 
 
On the one hand, Frankl would likely agree with the elements of these attitudes that emphasize self-compassion and the expression of 
one's needs. He would agree that it is normal to have fears and that everyone has a right to have their needs met. This ties in with his 
belief that suffering can have meaning, and that acknowledging our fears and confronting them can often lead to personal growth. 
 
However, on the other hand, he might disagree with the suggestion that confrontation is inherently 'hard'. Frankl was of the belief that 
we always have a choice in how we respond to situations, including confrontations. Rather than perceiving confrontation as something 
negative or hard, he might encourage individuals to view it as an opportunity for dialogue and understanding. 
 
Frankl might also disagree with the implied focus on personal rights in the second attitude, as his philosophy places a greater emphasis 
on personal responsibility than on rights. That is, while Frankl would agree that it's important to acknowledge and express our needs, 
he might argue that it's equally, if not more, important to acknowledge and fulfill our responsibilities. 
 



Lack of Self-Respect - Self-Sabotaging Behaviors. Engaging in behaviors such as procrastination, excessive drinking, 
drug use or staying in unhealthy relationships to potentially punish ourselves or avoid success 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "I probably won't do 
well, so I'll just put it off 
until later." 
2. "I just can't seem to get 
my life together." 
3. "I'm better off staying in 
this toxic relationship than 
being alone." 
4. "I need alcohol or drugs 
to cope with my problems." 
5. "I don't deserve to be 
really happy or successful." 
6. "I will inevitably mess 
things up, so why even 
try?" 
7. "I don't believe I'm 
capable of creating a 
healthy relationship." 
8. "Why bother trying to 
quit? I'm only going to 
fail." 
9. "I constantly screw up 
good opportunities." 
10. "I'm not good enough to 
reach my goals anyways, so 
why bother?" 
 

1. "It's understandable that I've made mistakes in the 
past by engaging in self-sabotaging behaviors. I am 
human and I'm learning to better myself every day." 
2. "I accept myself for who I am, and I understand 
that my past actions do not define my future 
potential." 
3. "While I tend to procrastinate, it's something I 
acknowledge and am ready to work on for my 
personal growth." 
4. "It's important to remember that it's never too late 
to break free from unhealthy behaviors and patterns, 
including staying in unhealthy relationships." 
5. "I am not my addiction. My struggles with drugs or 
alcohol are a part of my journey, not my identity." 
6. "Even though I've struggled with self-sabotage, I 
believe in my ability to change and to create a better 
future for myself." 
7. "I forgive myself for the times I've engaged in self-
harming behaviors. I understand that I was doing the 
best I could with the emotional tools I had." 
8. "It's completely normal to feel afraid of success. 
Recognizing this fear is my first step towards 
overcoming it." 
9. "My tendency to self-sabotage doesn't make me a 
bad person, it simply shows that I have areas in my 
life that could benefit from change and self-
improvement." 
10. "I want success and good things in life, regardless 
of my past mistakes and tendencies. Each day offers a 
new opportunity for growth and positive change." 

1. "I acknowledge that I often procrastinate tasks, which 
hampers my personal and professional development." 
2. "I have a habit of seeking solace in excessive drinking 
which I understand is negatively affecting my health and 
relationships." 
3. "I've noticed I tend to stay in unhealthy relationships, 
as it somehow makes me feel comfortable, but it isn't 
helping my mental health." 
4. "I need to recognize that my drug use is a form of self-
destruction, not self-help, and is seriously threatening my 
wellbeing and the goals I want to achieve.” 
5. "At times, it feels like I am deliberately avoiding 
success as I am fearful of the changes it will bring.” 
6. "In spite of my efforts, I often find myself falling into 
the same self-sabotaging patterns, which is a clear 
indication I need to focus on healthier coping 
mechanisms." 
7. "I recognize that my self-sabotage through negative 
habits is indicative of underlying issues that I need to 
address instead of avoiding them.” 
8. "In spite of knowing the harmful effects of self-
sabotage, I have been falling into its trap, however, I am 
willing to change this pattern.” 
9. "I accept that my self-destructive behaviors are a 
means to punish myself or avoid success, but I realize 
that there are healthier ways to deal with feeling 
unworthy or fear of success." 
10. "When I self-sabotage, I prevent myself from living a 
fulfilled life. It's high time for me to seek professional 
help to break free from these destructive patterns." 

Frankl would agree with attitude 10 on the importance of growth and positive change. His philosophy emphasizes the significance of 
taking responsibility for one's life and using each day as an opportunity to make meaningful choices. He argues that a person's past, 
including their mistakes, should not dictate their future but rather inform their decisions. He believes in the power of human beings to 
rise above their past mistakes and circumstances towards a life of value, righteousness, and meaning.  
 
However, Frankl would somewhat disagree with the singular focus on success and good things in life. He posits that success and 
happiness cannot be pursued directly, as they must ensue as unintended side effects of one's dedication to a cause greater than oneself 
or love for a person other than oneself. Thus, for Frankl, the pursuit of success might not be an end in itself but a byproduct of 
pursuing meaning. 
 
Regarding self-caring mindset 10, Frankl would wholeheartedly agree that self-sabotage prevents one from living a fulfilled life. His 
theory of logotherapy holds that individuals are primarily driven by a "striving to find meaning in one's life," and destructive 
behaviors might stem from a frustration of this existential need. He believes in the idea of treatment and seeking professional help as 
he himself was a psychiatrist and helped countless individuals face their mental health challenges. 
 
However, he might caution against an overemphasis on analyzing and solving every personal problem, favoring instead the 
development of a slice of humor, positive human relationships and having an attitude of finding meaning in difficulty. Frankl tells us 
to stop asking what we expect from life and instead to think what life expects from us. For him, the search for personal happiness can 
often seem self-serving and might lead away from the self-transcendence that he believes is essential for true fulfillment. 
  



Excessive Self-Respect: Insecure Arrogance 
 
Rate: (0) Never; (1) Rarely; (2) Sometimes; (3 Often; (4) Very Frequently  

## Healthy Self-Respect 
1 Acknowledging strengths and weaknesses and accepting them; being direct and 

transparent,  
(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

2 Treating oneself with kindness and respect, and not allowing others to treat us poorly, 
taking responsibility for one’s self-worth 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

3 Setting boundaries and not letting others take advantage of them, If someone disrespects 
your boundary, take action – be firm and fair.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

4 Accepting criticism and learn from it, rather than letting it negatively affect our self-
perception and self-worth.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

5 Being resilient and having a positive outlook on life; has better mental health and 
overall well-being  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

6 Sees the value in self-improvement; cultivating a growth mindset, enhancing self-
efficacy, and promoting positive thinking and self-caring thinking and behaviors.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

7 Assertive: Firm, Fair, and focused: expressing oneself effectively and standing up for 
one's point of view, while also respecting the rights and beliefs of others.   

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

 Total       
 

 
Unhealthy self-respect 
Unhealthy Expansion  

1 Unhealthy self-respect manifests  as arrogance. It is a distorted view of ourselves where we see ourselves as 
superior to others. 
 
2 Unhealthy self-respect manifests as a lack of self-respect, where they have a negative view of themselves and 
allows others to treat them poorly. Treats others disrespectfully.  
 
3 Unhealthy self-respect involves not setting boundaries and letting others take advantage of them, gets angry when 
people take advantage of them. 
 
4 Unhealthy self-respect includes being overly sensitive to criticism and letting it negatively affect their self-
perception. 
 
5 With unhealthy self-respect, we tend to have poor mental health and overall well-being. 
 
6 We resist self-improvement due to fear of change, lack of self-belief, and procrastination. We may fear that changes 
could disturb their comfort zone or routine. We lack the confidence or genuine esteem to believe we can or deserve to 
improve. Procrastination is another barrier, as self-improvement requires effort and commitment, and we delay 
starting, never actually taking the necessary steps for improvement. 
 
7 Aggression is a result of feelings such as insecurity, fear or inadequacy, and is a sign of poor self-respect. It can 
harm relationships and worsen genuine esteem, creating a vicious cycle of increased aggression and self-image 
decline. Healthy self-respect, however, involves confidence, respect for others, and kindness.  
 

 



 
Danny always felt a sense of superiority over his colleagues despite his insecurity and lack of self-respect. He had an 
exaggerated perception of his abilities, believing he was the best at everything he did, and consistently looked down upon 
others. This arrogance was a disguise for his negative self-view and deep-seated fears of not being good enough. Anytime 
someone pointed out an area for improvement, he would react defensively, perceiving the comment as a personal attack, 
instead of seeing it as an opportunity for growth. 
 
Danny's lack of personal boundaries also complicated his relationships with others. He struggled to distinguish between 
his emotions and those of the people around him, often becoming too involved in other people's problems while ignoring 
his own. This blurring of lines fed into his insecurity, as he constantly sought validation from others in order to feel 
valued. His friendships and professional relationships suffered as a result, with colleagues and friends finding it difficult 
to connect with him on a genuine level. 
 
Due to his fear of change and criticism, Danny resisted self-improvement, refusing to acknowledge his shortcomings and 
dismissing any feedback that could help him grow. This resistance kept him stagnant, unable to develop authentic 
confidence or relate to others with respect and kindness. His relationships remained superficial, and he found it difficult to 
trust others, further impacting his self-esteem and reinforcing his negative self-view. 
 
Over time, this pattern of behavior led to a cycle of declining self-image and escalating aggression. Danny's 
procrastination on personal development, coupled with his defensive reactions to feedback, isolated him from others and 
hindered his emotional growth. His lack of effort and commitment to improvement resulted in repetitive cycles of 
negativity, pushing him further away from developing healthy self-respect and genuine connections with others. As he 
continued to struggle with these issues, his professional and personal lives became increasingly tumultuous, leaving him 
feeling more insecure than ever. 
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Insecure Arrogance  
Theme 1 - Negative Perceptions of Self and Others: 
Group into three categories Unhealthy self-respect manifests as a distorted view of self and others. It can take the form of 
arrogance where individuals see themselves as superior or lack of self-respect where individuals have a negative view of 
themselves and treat others poorly. This can be further seen in them being overly sensitive to criticism and allowing it to 
negatively impact their self-perception. 
  
Theme 1 - Negative Perceptions of Self and Others: 
 
1) Arrogance/Superiority Complex: This is when individuals have an inflated sense of self-esteem and an underestimation 
of the value or achievements of others. They perceive themselves as superior and may be overly proud of their abilities or 
accomplishments, leading to a distorted view of self and others. 
 
2) Lack of Self-Respect/Negative Self-View: Individuals in this category have a low understanding of their own worth. 
They see themselves in a negative light and tend to treat others poorly as a reflection of their self-perception. This can 
stem from various reasons such as past traumas, constant failure, rejections, or anything that may dent one's self-esteem. 
 
3) Overly Sensitivity to Criticism: These individuals have a heightened sensitivity to criticism and take it very personally. 
They may criticize others as a defense mechanism but are unable to handle it when it is directed at them. They allow it to 
negatively impact their self-perception, reinforcing their unhealthy self-respect. 
 
Theme 2 - A Deficit in Personal Boundaries and Relations: 
Group into three categories Unhealthy self-respect also involves not setting boundaries, letting others take advantage and 
being disrespectful towards them. Also, aggression, a result of feelings such as insecurity or fear, is seen as a sign of poor 
self-respect which harms relationships and worsens self-esteem. 
 
  



Insecure Arrogance - Negative Perceptions of Self and Others: Arrogance/Superiority Complex: This is when 
individuals have an inflated sense of self-esteem and an underestimation of the value or achievements of others. They 
perceive themselves as superior and may be overly proud of their abilities or accomplishments, leading to a distorted view 
of self and others. 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "Nobody can match my level 
of intelligence; I am simply the 
best." 
2. "I am the only one who can 
do this job right, everyone else 
is incompetent." 
3. "No one understands things 
as deeply as I do, they're all 
shallow and lack insight." 
4. "I am superior in every way; 
others are just not on my level." 
5. "My accomplishments far 
outweigh those of anyone else; 
they are just average." 
6. "Nobody can offer me 
advice, they don't know half as 
much as I do." 
7. "Everyone else lacks the 
level of determination I 
possess; they're just lazy." 
8. "I am far more talented and 
skillful; others are just 
amateurs." 
9. "I don't need help from 
anyone, they are beneath me." 
10. "No one else's views or 
ideas matter, only mine do, 
because I am always right." 
 

1. "I am learning to value the unique strengths 
and qualities of others as much as I cherish my 
own." 
2. "Everyone has unique gifts and talents, it 
doesn't diminish my worth when I acknowledge 
the accomplishments of others." 
3. "Arrogance may feel empowering sometimes, 
but it also has the potential to isolate me. I 
choose to be humble and approachable." 
4. "I accept that I am equally deserving of 
respect and understanding as anyone else, but 
not more so." 
5. "While I am proud of my achievements, I am 
not superior to others. Everyone shines in their 
own way." 
6. "It is liberating to see others’ strengths and 
achievements not as threat to my ego, but as 
additions to the world’s beauty." 
7. "I commit to treating myself and others with 
kindness and respect, regardless of perceived 
status or accomplishments." 
8. "Our abilities and accomplishments do not 
define our worth. I accept myself and others for 
who we are, not just what we have achieved." 
9. "I am learning to appreciate the achievement 
of others without comparing it to my own. We 
are all walking different paths." 
10. "Every individual is special in their own 
way. I am working on my superiority complex 
and learning not to place myself above others." 

1. "I recognize that everyone has unique 
abilities and achievements, including 
myself." 
2. "I am self-confident, not arrogant. It is 
beneficial to be proud of my 
accomplishments, but I do not need to 
diminish others' achievement to feel good 
about myself." 
3. "My self-worth comes from within, not 
from comparing myself to others." 
4. "It is not constructive to underestimate 
others; everyone has something meaningful 
to bring to the table." 
5. "I will strive to acknowledge and 
appreciate the unique skills and contributions 
of others." 
6. "I should remain grounded and humble; 
humility is a sign of true strength." 
7. "Domineering behavior not only damages 
my relationships with others, but also my 
perception of myself." 
8. "I can be proud of my progress and 
achievements while respecting and valuing 
those of others." 
9. "Diversity in skills and achievements is 
what makes the world a unique place; my 
superiority complex is unfounded." 
10. "I commit to replacing arrogance with 
self-assured humility, knowing it's part of 
self-growth and cares about my mental 
health." 

Attitude 8. "Our abilities and accomplishments do not define our worth. I accept myself and others for who we are, not just what we 
have achieved” and self-caring mindset 8. "I can be proud of my own progress and achievements while respecting and valuing those 
of others." 
 Frankl would likely agree with much of these attitudes and mindsets, given his conceptualization of self-transcendence and 
existentialism – the idea that we derive meaning not necessarily from our accomplishments themselves, but from our attitudes towards 
the challenges we face. 
 Frankl, the notable psychiatrist and Holocaust survivor, emphasized the importance of finding purpose and meaning in 
suffering rather than developing a sense of worth purely based on accomplishments or abilities. Thus, he would most likely fully agree 
with Attitude 8: “Our abilities and accomplishments do not define our worth. I accept myself and others for who we are, not just what 
we have achieved” because this attitude resonates with Frankl’s philosophy of the search for meaning. Suffering, struggles, and even 
our accomplishments, in Frankl's view, are opportunities to find and make meaning, rather than being direct determinants of our 
worth. 
 When it comes to Self-Caring Mindset 8: "I can be proud of my own progress and achievements while respecting and valuing 
those of others," Frankl might agree but with a slightly different perspective. Frankl believed that success should not be pursued 
directly, as it must ensue as the unintended side-effect of dedication to a cause greater than oneself. He might slightly disagree with 
this mindset if it deviates into self-absorption and disregard for the broader purpose of life. However, if this self-valuation and pride in 
progress serves as motivation towards the pursuit of meaning, then it would align with Frankl’s viewpoint. 
 Frankl would most likely agree with both statements but emphasize that our worth comes from our pursuit of meaning and 
how we deal with life’s challenges, not solely from our self-focused achievements or abilities. 
Mindset 1: "I am learning to value the unique strengths and qualities of others as much as I cherish my own." . "Everyone has unique 
gifts and talents; it doesn't diminish my worth when I acknowledge the accomplishments of others. . "Arrogance may feel empowering 
sometimes, but it also has the potential to isolate me. I choose to be humble and approachable." . "I accept that I am equally deserving 
of respect and understanding as anyone else, but not more so." help us discover meaningfulness 
 Frankl emphasizes the importance of finding meaning in life, despite suffering and adversity. He argues that individuals can 
find meaning through creating a work, experiencing something or someone, or choosing our attitude toward suffering. 



 In relation to these affirmations, they reflect a person who is able to acknowledge and respect the intrinsic values of others, 
which could lead to more meaningful interactions and relationships. Recognizing and valuing others' unique strengths could enhance 
personal growth, contribute to a more fulfilling life, and create a sense of meaning (self-transformation).  
 Frankl also believed in respecting each person's humanity, which the person who affirms these statements clearly does, by 
choosing humility over arrogance. Moreover, this person accepts that they want respect, but no more so than others, again aligning to 
a life of treating others with equity and humanity, which is likely to enhance interpersonal relationships and therefore contribute to a 
meaningful life. 
 The way how one acknowledges and values other's strengths and the act of treating oneself and others with respect and 
understanding indicates the person's attempt to take responsible actions which also gives life a sense of purpose, again aligning with 
Frankl’s belief. Overall, Frankl would likely see these affirmations as constructive steps towards a life filled with meaning (self-
transcendence).  
 
Mindset 8. "I can be proud of my progress and achievements while respecting and valuing those of others." 
 Frankl's core philosophy revolves around the concept of 'Logotherapy', which suggests that the primary motivational force in 
humans is a striving to find meaning in life. If one's progress and achievements align with their value system and contribute to a sense 
of purpose in life, Frankl would certainly endorse being proud of them. Similarly, he would agree with the importance of respecting 
others, as he strongly believed in the intrinsic value and dignity of each individual (self-transformation). 
 Frankl's perspective sees feeling proud of progress and achievements isn't wrong, but it should not be the driving force of 
one's activities. He emphasized the pursuit of meaning rather than the pursuit of success or acclaim. If the pride derived from 
achievements becomes the primary motivator, it could potentially lead to an existential vacuum, a state of feeling empty and devoid of 
meaning, as identified by Frankl (a lack of self-transformation). 
 Furthermore, while Frankl would agree with respecting and valuing other people's achievements, he might argue that 
comparing one's achievements to those of others could distract from one's unique quest for meaning. He believed that each person's 
life and meaning are unique. Therefore, validation or a sense of worth should not stem from comparisons with others, but rather from 
their individual journey of finding meaning (self-transcendence). Overall, it seems that Frankl would agree with the spirit of the 
statement but would emphasize the importance of pursuing personal meaning over achievement and comparison. 
 
Attitude 2. "Everyone has unique gifts and talents, it doesn't diminish my worth when I acknowledge the accomplishments of others." 
 Frankl largely supports the idea that orientation towards others and acknowledgement of their efforts or achievements does 
not diminish one's personal value. He believed in the importance of finding meaning in life, often through our actions and attitudes 
towards circumstances, including recognizing and appreciating the qualities or accomplishments of others. 
 Frankl might agree with Attitude 2 because of his key concept: "logotherapy”. In this therapeutic approach, he emphasizes 
that our primary motivational force is to find meaning in life. According to him, meaning can be found through creating something, 
experiencing something, or encountering someone (referring to love), or even in the attitude we take toward unavoidable suffering. 
Thus, when one values the unique gifts and accomplishments of others, that very act contributes to their personal sense of meaning 
(self-transformation).  
 However, he might disagree, or perhaps offer a nuanced perspective, on this same attitude, depending on its underlying 
motivations and outcomes. If acknowledging others' accomplishments comes from a genuine place of respect and admiration, it aligns 
with Frankl's ideas. However, if it's used as an avenue for comparison, self-deprecation, or eroding one's self-esteem, it would go 
against his central tenet. For Frankl, every person is unique and irreplaceable, he believed in the uniqueness of all individual’s 
experiences and interpretations, highlighting that everyone's meaning in life is particular to them. Additionally, another central tenet of 
logotherapy is self-transcendence - the idea is not to be person -centered but to be meaning-oriented or other-centered. Therefore, 
while acknowledging others' accomplishments, it should not lead to self-comparison or reduced self-worth but be seen as separate 
from one’s individual journey to find personal meaning. 
   
  



Insecure Arrogance - Negative Self-View: We have a low understanding of our worth. We see ourselves in a negative 
light and we tend to treat others poorly as a reflection of our self-perception. This can stem from various reasons such as 
past traumas, constant failure, rejections, or anything that may dent our self-esteem 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "You're always messing things up; 
it's not surprising no one values your 
input." 
2. "You are no good at anything; it's 
probably why you fail all the time."  
3. "Did anyone ever tell you how 
worthless you are?"  
4. "It's obvious why people reject 
you, you're simply not likable." 
5. "With an attitude like yours, don't 
expect to be successful." 
6. "Every time you open your mouth, 
you just prove how idiotic you are."  
7. "I don't know why anybody would 
even consider you worthy of their 
time."  
8. "You should stop trying, you'll 
only disappoint yourself again."  
9. "Constantly failing is just a part of 
who you are, get used to it."  
10. "You're as useless as a chocolate 
teapot." 
 

1. "I acknowledge my past struggles and 
painful experiences, but they do not define 
me." 
2. "I understand that I am not perfect, but I 
want respect and the same kindness that I 
extend to others." 
3. "I accept that I have made mistakes, but I 
choose to learn from them instead of letting 
them dictate my self-worth." 
4. "My self-worth is not tied to my failures or 
rejections, but in the unique qualities and 
abilities that I hold." 
5. "I am more than the negative thoughts 
about myself. I am a worthy and valuable 
individual." 
6. "It's understandable to feel pain and 
disappointment, but I will not let these 
feelings control my perception of myself." 
7. "I am stronger than my negative self-view. I 
am capable of growth, change, and self-
improvement." 
8. "I want self-respect, regardless of the 
opinions of others or my critical thoughts." 
9. "I can work on maintaining a 
compassionate and positive attitude towards 
myself, knowing that my value is 
immeasurable regardless of my past." 
10. "I will actively encourage and uplift 
myself, just as I would do for others, as I want 
the same care and respect." 

1. "I am worthy of respect and love, just 
as anybody else is." 
2. "My past does not define who I am in 
the present or who I will become in the 
future." 
3. "My mistakes and failures do not 
diminish my worth as a person." 
4. "I will treat myself with kindness and 
compassion, recognizing that I am human 
and it's okay to make mistakes." 
5. "I will choose forgiveness over 
resentment, understanding that forgiving 
myself is an essential step towards 
building my self-respect." 
6. "I want my own time, love, and 
attention." 
7. "I am stronger than my negative 
thoughts and transforming them into 
positive ones will help me value myself 
more." 
8. "I will honor my own needs and 
boundaries, as they are important for my 
wellbeing." 
9. "My value is not determined by the 
approval or rejection of others, but by my 
own self-acceptance." 
10. "I choose to see the good in me and 
use my struggles as stepping-stones to 
become a better version of myself." 
 

Attitude 10. "I will actively encourage and uplift myself, just as I would do for others, as I am deserving of the same care 
and respect” and self-caring mindset 6. "I want my own time, love, and attention." 
 
Logotherapy would agree with attitude10. According to Frankl, each individual has the power to choose their attitude 
towards life and themselves. He believed in the potential of every human being to grow and flourish, regardless of the 
situation they're in. He held a strong view on the importance of self-responsibility and self-care. So, he might support the 
idea of actively encouraging and uplifting oneself, as it can be a way for an individual to realize their worth and 
capability. 
 
However, when it comes to self-caring mindset 6. "I want my own time, love, and attention," Frankl might half-agree. 
Frankl emphasized the importance of finding meaning in life beyond oneself or one's desires. For him, a life focused 
solely on self-interest or self-fulfillment could lead to a sense of emptiness or a 'existential vacuum'. He proposed that true 
meaning comes from self-transcendence, or directing one's efforts toward something or someone beyond oneself.  
 
Therefore, he might argue that seeking one's own time, love, and attention should be balanced with efforts to contribute to 
the world or other people's lives. 
 
According to Logotherapy, which was developed by Frankl, finding a purpose in life is the most powerful motivational 
force in humans.  
 
When one says, "I am worthy of respect and love, just as anybody else is," Frankl would see this as an assertion of self-
worth and respect. To him, in order for anyone to find meaning, they must first see themselves as worthy individuals who 
have the capacity to influence and make a difference in the world. 
 



The statement "My past does not define who I am in the present or who I will become in the future," aligns with Frankl's 
belief that people are not defined by their conditions or circumstances, but rather by their decisions and actions. So 
regardless of one's past, they can always find new meaning in the present and future, pointing towards their freedom and 
responsibility. 
 
For "My mistakes and failures do not diminish my worth as a person", Frankl would agree, stating that even in failure and 
suffering, individuals can find meaning. According to him, our encounters with life's obstacles and our reactions to them 
could serve as avenues to find and create personal meaning. 
 
Lastly, "I will treat myself with kindness and compassion, recognizing that I am human and it's okay to make mistakes," 
resonates with Frankl's perspective that even in suffering growth is possible. The recognition of one's limitations and 
acceptance of human flaws is indicative of a person striving to move beyond them, in pursuit of growth and 
meaningfulness. 
 
In conclusion, these affirmations aid in developing self-respect, acceptance of the past, understanding personal worth, and 
demonstrating kindness towards oneself, all of which align with Frankl's views on how individuals can find meaning in 
life. 
 
two attitudes 9. "I can work on maintaining a compassionate and positive attitude towards myself, knowing that my value is 
immeasurable regardless of my past." "I will actively encourage and uplift myself, just as I would do for others, as I am deserving of 
the same care and respect." 
  
Attitude #9. "I can work on maintaining a compassionate and positive attitude towards myself, knowing that my value is 
immeasurable regardless of my past." 
 
Frankl would agree with the first part of the attitude, specifically the idea of working on maintaining a compassionate and 
positive attitude towards oneself. He believed that attitude was fundamental in facing life's adversities. 
 
However, Frankl might not entirely agree with the second part that says, "my value is immeasurable regardless of my 
past." This is because, according to his logotherapy, our past and the experiences, even the suffering we’ve been through, 
play a significant role in giving our lives meaning and purpose. That being said, he wouldn't argue against the intrinsic 
value of a person; he would just view the past as a key part of that value rather than something separate from it. 
 
Attitude # 10. "I will actively encourage and uplift myself, just as I would do for others, as I want  the same care and 
respect." 
 
Frankl would likely agree with the core sentiment of this attitude. He believed in the importance of treating oneself with 
respect and kindness. He also might support the notion of actively encouraging oneself because he advocated for proactive 
responses to life's challenges. 
 
However, his disagreement might arise from the seemingly self-centric tone of the statement. Frankl's work often 
emphasized the significance of acting out of love and responsibility towards others and finding one's purpose outside of 
oneself. Therefore, self-encouragement and self-respect should not come at the expense of one's responsibility to uplift 
and respect others. 
 

  



Overly Sensitivity to Criticism: These individuals have a heightened sensitivity to criticism and take it very personally. 
They may criticize others as a defense mechanism but are unable to handle it when it is directed at them. They allow it to 
negatively impact their self-perception, reinforcing their unhealthy self-respect. 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "You are always too sensitive to 
any kind of criticism." 
2. "Just grow a thicker skin, it's not 
that serious." 
3. "The world won't treat you 
kindly, you need to toughen up." 
4. "Stop being a crybaby every 
time someone criticizes you." 
5. "It's just criticism, what's your 
problem?" 
6. "I can't even give you 
constructive criticism without you 
freaking out." 
7. "People might stop talking to 
you because you can't handle a 
little criticism." 
8. "You're so overly sensitive, it's 
like walking on eggshells around 
you." 
9. "It's always a drama with you 
whenever someone points out your 
mistakes." 
10. "You can hand out criticism but 
can't seem to take it." 
 

1. "I understand that criticism is not a 
reflection of my worth but an opportunity for 
understanding and improvement." 
2. "Everyone makes mistakes and receives 
criticism; I am not alone in experiencing this." 
3. "The negative feelings I have from criticism 
will pass, but the lesson I learn from it will 
stay with me." 
4. "I am doing the best I can with what I 
know." 
5. "I choose not to let criticism define me but 
to help me learn and grow." 
6. "The opinions of others are not more vital 
than my own self-perception." 
7. "Every piece of criticism is not an attack on 
my character, but a chance to engage in self-
improvement." 
8. "I acknowledge that I am a work in 
progress, and the potential for growth exists 
within every criticism." 
9. "I care about my well-being and happiness, 
and I won't let criticism overshadow my 
strength and worth." 
10. "I am compassionate and understanding 
with myself, especially when facing criticism. 
I am proud of who I am and my journey so 
far." 

1. "I understand that every person, including 
me, has room for improvement. I will try to 
see criticism as a tool for growth." 
2. "Recalling that nobody is perfect, I can 
accept feedback without it defining my 
worth." 
3. "I will practice not allowing the opinions 
of others to dictate my self-esteem." 
4. "I can accept criticism without letting it 
diminish my self-respect." 
5. "Other people's criticism of me is not a 
reflection of my worth, but rather their 
perspective or expectations." 
6. "It's okay for people to criticize me; it 
doesn't necessarily mean I'm wrong or bad." 
7. "Criticism can hurt, but it doesn't mean I 
am not good enough." 
8. "Each time I respond to criticism with 
understanding rather than withdrawal, I 
grow stronger." 
9. "I am capable of discerning constructive 
criticism from harmful criticism." 
10. "I hold the power to decide whether or 
not to let criticism affect how I perceive 
myself." 

#1. "I understand that criticism is not a reflection of my worth but an opportunity for understanding and improvement."  
#2. "Everyone makes mistakes and receives criticism; I am not alone in experiencing this."#3. "The negative 
feelings I have from criticism will pass, but the lesson I learn from it will stay with me."4. "I am doing the best I can 
with what I know." # 4. "I can accept criticism without letting it diminish my self-respect." 

  
The first statement: "I understand that criticism is not a reflection of my worth but an opportunity for understanding and improvement" 
aligns with Frankl's belief that we should view challenges as opportunities for growth and learning. This mindset allows us to find 
meaning in our struggles and triumphs. 
 
The second statement: "Everyone makes mistakes and receives criticism; I am not alone in experiencing this," reflects one of Frankl's 
key ideas— that suffering and challenges are ubiquitous, and it can be a comforting knowledge that we're not alone in facing them. He 
believed that understanding this can create a sense of solidarity and empathy among human beings. 
 
The third statement: "The negative feelings I have from criticism will pass, but the lesson I learn from it will stay with me," indicates 
Frankl's idea of time and enduring suffering. He suggested that despite unavoidable suffering, humans can choose how to cope with it, 
find meaning in it, and move forward with renewed purpose. 
 
The fourth statement: "I am doing the best I can with what I know," speaks to Frankl's point that we're all doing our best given our 
understanding and current circumstances. Frankl also asserted that we must take responsibility for our lives, and that includes 
acknowledging the effort we're putting in, regardless of the success or failures we encounter along the way. This acceptance and 
willingness can help lead us to a life that feels rich with meaning and purpose. 
 
  



Insecure Arrogance: A Deficit in Personal Boundaries and Relations: Aggression, a result of feelings such as insecurity or fear, is 
seen as a sign of poor self-respect which harms relationships and worsens self-esteem. “I will maintain my boundaries, which 
includes setting personal limits, not allowing others to mistreat me, or disrespecting others.” 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self- Self-Caring Action  
1. "Why should I respect 
your personal space? You 
never respect mine." 
2. "Your opinion doesn't 
matter to me; I'll do 
whatever I want." 
3. "I don’t care if it hurts 
you; it’s what I want." 
4. "I'm fine with people 
yelling at me, it doesn't 
bother me." 
5. "You're my friend, you 
should do what I ask even 
if it's uncomfortable for 
you." 
6. "I don't mind being used 
and taken advantage of by 
others." 
7. "I don't believe in 
personal privacy; I have 
the right to know whatever 
I want about you." 
8. "Why should I stand up 
for myself? People will 
treat me how they want 
anyway." 
9. "I don't care if you're 
busy, you should make 
time for my needs." 
10. "It’s my way or the 
highway, I don’t care 
about your feelings or 
preferences." 

1. "I am human, and every 
human makes mistakes. I 
am not perfect and that's 
understandable." 
2. "I deserve to be treated 
with respect and kindness 
by others and myself.” 
3. "I understand that I 
cannot control others, but I 
can control how I react 
and treat myself." 
4. "I want love and 
respect, regardless of how 
others might treat me. I 
will no longer accept less." 
5. "It's understandable to 
say no without feeling 
guilty. My needs and 
feelings are valid." 
6. "I must respect others, 
but not at the expense of 
disrespecting myself." 
7. "I am learning to 
establish my boundaries 
and it's okay if that seems 
difficult or uncomfortable. 
I am growing." 
8. "I am focusing on my 
well-being and health. 
Taking care of myself is 
not selfish." 
9. "I may have let others 
overstep my boundaries in 
the past, but now I am 
committed to asserting 
myself and my needs." 
10. "Every person is 
different, and everyone's 
boundaries may differ. It's 
important for me to 
communicate my 
boundaries openly and 
clearly." 

1. Statement: "I value myself and, as such, I will not accept 
behavior or treatment from anyone that devalues or 
disrespects me." 
   Action: Checking-in with yourself regularly to identify 
what you are feeling or what you need in emotional, 
physical, and mental aspects. 
2. Statement: "I have the right to say 'no' when I feel 
uncomfortable or overwhelmed, without feeling guilty." 
   Action: Practicing saying 'no' in circumstances that 
demand too much of your time or energy. 
3. Statement: "I respect the boundaries of others, and I 
expect that others do the same in return." 
 
Action: Discussing mutual respect and limits with your 
friends, colleagues, and family members. 
4. Statement: "I recognize my worth and have the courage to 
walk away from any situation or person that harms my 
mental or emotional well-being." 
   Action: Removing yourself from toxic environments or 
relationships. 
5. Statement: "I choose to spend my time with people who 
treat me with kindness and respect." 
   Action: Identifying people in your life who enrich you and 
opting to spend more time with them. 
6. Statement: "My emotions, thoughts, and opinions matter 
and I will share them without the fear of judgment." 
   Action: Expressing your feelings honestly during 
conversations, meetings, or discussions. 
7. Statement: "I understand that self-care is a priority, not a 
luxury." 
   Action: Scheduling regular "me time" for relaxation, 
hobbies, or mindfulness activities. 
8. Statement: "I will not justify or explain my limits to 
anyone. My boundaries are my own and do not require 
validation from others." 
   Action: Enforcing your boundaries without hesitation or 
excessive explanation. 
9. Statement: "My personal life and work life are separate, 
and I will not allow the pressure of one to influence the 
other." 
   Action: Setting specific working hours and sticking to 
them to maintain work-life balance. 
10. Statement: "I understand that my mental health is just as 
important as my physical health." 
   Action: Seeking professional help like therapy or 
counselling when you feel overwhelmed emotionally. 

Attitude 4. "I want love and respect, regardless of how others might treat me. I will no longer accept less” and self-caring mindset 9. 
Statement: "My personal life and work life are separate, and I will not allow the pressure of one to influence the other." 
 
Regarding attitude 4, Frankl might agree because he believed in the inherent dignity and worth of every individual. Frankl believed 
that all people should be treated with love and respect regardless of their circumstances. This view aligns with accepting nothing less 
than love and respect from others in society. 
 



However, Frankl might also disagree because his philosophy places a substantial emphasis on how we respond to the behaviors of 
others, not necessarily the behaviors themselves. He believed that, even in the most adverse conditions, people could find meaning and 
purpose. Consequently, his philosophy might suggest that even if others do not treat an individual with respect, that person can still 
maintain their dignity and self-respect, establishing meaning within their own reactions and attitudes, irrespective of how they're 
treated.  
 
Regarding self-caring mindset 9, Frankl might agree because he valued personal responsibility and autonomy, which includes 
managing personal life and work life separately. His idea that we have the freedom to choose our response to any situation supports 
this, implying a capacity to react differently in personal and professional scenarios, thereby maintaining a separation between the two. 
 
However, Frankl might disagree because his philosophy also suggests that people derive meaning from the responsibilities and 
challenges, they undertake, including those in their working life. Therefore, if one shields their personal life from their work life 
completely, they could potentially close themselves off from potentially meaningful experiences. Frankl's logotherapy suggests 
finding meaning in all aspects of life, which wouldn't support a stark separation between work and personal life. 
 
Viktor Frankl, the father of logotherapy, preached the importance of pursuing meaning in life. He described meaningfulness as a sense 
of purpose that could be found in life's challenges, the love we feel for others, and even the suffering we experience. He emphasized 
on the power to choose one’s reaction to any set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way. Here's how Frankl might interpret these 
statements: 
 
1. "I understand that I cannot control others, but I can control how I react and treat myself." - Frankl would probably appreciate this 
sentiment, as it aligns with his belief that we often cannot control our circumstances, but we can control our reactions to them. 
 
2. "I am worthy of love and respect, regardless of how others might treat me. I will no longer accept less." - Frankl counseled many 
people who suffered from low self-worth. He would likely encourage the speaker to believe in their inner worth and to find a purpose 
in life that reinforces their sense of self-respect.  
 
3. "It's understandable to say no without feeling guilty. My needs and feelings are valid." - Frankl might see this as a recognition of 
one's right to live according to their values and beliefs, an integral aspect of leading a purposeful and authentic life. 
 
4. "I must respect others, but not at the expense of disrespecting myself." - Frankl would probably support this, as he believed that 
respecting oneself is essential to finding meaning in life, especially when faced with adversity or mistreatment by others. 
 
5. "I am learning to establish my boundaries and it's okay if that seems difficult or uncomfortable. I am growing." - Frankl could 
interpret this as an indication that the person is actively striving to lead a more meaningful life, despite the discomfort associated with 
personal growth and change. 
 
Frankl  would see all these five points as aspects of self-care and personal growth that could lead someone towards a more meaningful 
existence. He would view them as expressions of an individual’s internal freedom – their capacity to rise above their circumstances 
and to find some way that they can be useful and bring meaning into their life. 
  



Insecurity is identified through aggressive behavior, which is often a result of feelings of insecurity or fear. 
Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 

1. "You're just stupid, that's 
why you can't understand 
what I'm saying." 
2. "You'll never be as good as 
me, so stop trying." 
3. "I don't need anyone; 
people just slow me down." 
4. "The only reason you're 
successful is because you had 
everything handed to you." 
5. "Don't try to act like you're 
better than me. You're not." 
6. "I'm not going out because 
all people are judgmental and 
fake." 
7. "I don't need your 
sympathy, I can handle my 
own problems." 
8. "You only got that 
promotion because you're a 
teacher's pet, not because 
you're competent." 
9. "I don't trust anyone; 
everyone always lets me 
down." 
10. "People only hang out 
with you because they feel 
sorry for you." 
 

1. "It's understandable to feel insecure 
sometimes, everyone does at some point. 
I am learning and growing every day." 
2. "My fear does not define me; it is just 
an emotion and not a measurement of 
my worth." 
3. "Every time I feel aggression rising 
due to my fears, I will take a moment to 
breathe and let the fear pass." 
4. "Though I am feeling scared and 
insecure, I remind myself of my strength 
and capabilities to overcome this." 
5. "It is reasonable to have these feelings 
of insecurity, they make me human. I’m 
allowed to have weaknesses." 
6. "I accept my fear as a part of me but I 
will not let it control me or my actions." 
7. "I might feel insecure right now, but it 
doesn’t mean that I’m incapable. I know 
I possess the strength to conquer these 
feelings." 
8. "Feeling aggressive is usually because 
of my fears, I commit to addressing 
these fears rather than surrendering to 
aggression." 
9. "I acknowledge my fear, but I also 
know that I can overcome any 
challenges that life throws at me." 
10. "I accept my insecurities and fears, 
but they are only part of me and do not 
define my whole self." 

1. "I am aware that my aggression stems from 
feelings of insecurity. I need to work on my 
self-confidence." 
2. "I understand that I behave aggressively 
when I am scared. Recognizing the fear is the 
first step towards overcoming it." 
3. "It's understandable to feel insecure 
sometimes; everyone does. But it's not okay to 
let it influence my behavior negatively." 
4. "I need to learn how to control my fear and 
not let it lead me to react with aggression." 
5. "My feelings of fear and insecurity are valid, 
but I need to express them differently, not 
through aggression." 
6. "I will work on fostering a sense of security 
within myself and aim to handle fear with 
resilience and not aggression." 
7. "I acknowledge that my aggressive behavior 
is a manifestation of my deep-seated fears and 
insecurities. It's time to seek help and deal with 
them." 
8. "I realize that acting out aggressively due to 
insecurity and fear is not healthy or fair to 
others. There are healthier ways to express my 
feelings." 
9. "Though I feel insecure and afraid, I need to 
use these feelings as a catalyst for growth and 
change, not aggression." 
10. "I understand that my fears and insecurities 
can be overwhelming, but I also know that 
aggression won't solve them. I will seek 
healthier coping mechanisms." 

1. "It's understandable to feel insecure sometimes, everyone does at some point. I am learning and growing every day." 
2. "My fear does not define me; it is just an emotion and not a measurement of my worth." 
3. "Every time I feel aggression rising due to my fears, I will take a moment to breathe and let the fear pass." 
4. "Though I am feeling scared and insecure, I remind myself of my strength and capabilities to overcome this." 
 In the first statement, Frankl would likely see the acknowledgement of insecurity and the commitment to learning and growth 
as a pursuit of meaning. He believed that struggle, failure, and suffering are inherent parts of life, but they hold potential for achieving 
higher values and meaning. 
  When considering the second statement, Frankl might see the separation of fear as an emotion from personal worth as an 
expression of self-understanding and the development of one's unique identity, which he saw as crucial in discovering meaning in life. 
 The practice of self-awareness and control over one's fears and aggression in the third statement aligns with Frankl's therapy 
principle, which suggests that we cannot avoid suffering but can choose how to cope with it, find meaning in it, and move forward 
with renewed purpose. 
 The fourth statement shows recognition of one's strength and abilities, something Frankl would consider a testament to 
human resilience. Despite feeling scared and insecure, reminding oneself of their inner strength aligns with Frankl's views of self-
transcendence, or reaching beyond oneself, as a pathway to finding meaning. 
 
Frankl would likely see all these statements as examples of the quest for self-understanding, self-transcendence, and ultimately, the 
pursuit of meaning — the foundational principles of his logotherapy. 
 

  



Insecure Arrogance: Impact On Relationships and Poor self-respect harms relationships and worsens self-esteem, which could lead to 
a vicious cycle of decrease in self-worth. 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-
Awareness 

Self-Caring Mindset Shift 

1. "You're not worthy of being 
in a healthy and loving 
relationship." 
2. "No one will ever want to 
be with you if you continue to 
think so lowly of yourself." 
3. "You're not good enough 
for anyone. Your self-esteem 
is simply too low." 
4. "Even if you try your best, 
your relationships will always 
suffer because you don't 
respect yourself." 
5. "Why would anyone be 
attracted to you when you 
don't even love yourself?" 
6. "You're just a burden to 
everyone around you because 
of your poor self-respect." 
7. "Your lack of self-esteem 
makes you a bad partner, 
friend, and family member." 
8. "You're not deserving of 
respect or love, and that's why 
all your relationships fail." 
9. "You're never going to 
improve yourself or your 
relationships because you're 
stuck in a cycle of low self-
worth." 
10. "You will always be alone 
because you don't know how 
to love or respect yourself." 

1. "I respect and love myself 
for who I am, and I will 
bring that same respect and 
love into all my 
relationships." 
2. "I recognize that I am 
worthy of respect and 
kindness, just as I give 
respect and kindness to 
others." 
3. "My self-esteem is not 
dependent on what others 
think of me, but on what I 
think of myself." 
4. "I am capable of 
maintaining healthy 
relationships and fostering a 
positive self-esteem." 
5. "Taking care of my 
emotional health will 
inadvertently improve my 
relationships with others." 
6. "I will not let past failures 
or mistakes define my worth 
in my relationships or in my 
self-esteem." 
7. "I am strong enough to set 
boundaries to protect my 
wellbeing and self-esteem." 
8. "No one else can validate 
my self-worth; it is inherent 
and cannot be depreciated 
by external factors." 
9. "I will choose to be in 
relationships that respect me 
and boost my self-esteem." 
10. "By improving my 
relationship with myself, I 
am also improving my 
relationships with others." 

Statements: 
1. "I want a loving relation and sincere respect from 
others." 
2. "Everyone has their flaws, including me, and that's 
okay." 
3. "I choose to treat myself with the same kindness, respect 
and consideration that I give to other people." 
4. "I am enough just the way I am and I am proud of who I 
am." 
5. "I am a valuable and important individual and I deserve 
the best in life." 
6. "I respect myself and I will not tolerate disrespect from 
anyone." 
7. "My self-worth is not determined by the way other 
people treat me." 
8. "Being kind to myself is as important as being kind to 
others." 
9. "I count, and my feelings count. I am not irrelevant." 
10. "I will not let a negative event or comment erode my 
self-esteem." 
Actions: 
1. Set boundaries that prevent others from treating you with 
disrespect. 
2. Regularly practice positive self-talk to reinforce your 
worth. 
3. Take care of your physical health (eating healthily, 
getting enough sleep, exercise regularly). 
4. Treat yourself with kindness (take time out for self-care 
activities). 
5. Avoid comparing yourself to others. 
6. Embrace your mistakes and failures as learning 
opportunities.  
7. Foster relationships with people who treat you with 
respect and care. 
8. Engage in activities and hobbies that you love and that 
make you feel good about yourself. 
9. Seek professional help if you're having persistent low 
self-esteem issues. 
10. Practice mindfulness and self-love activities, like 
affirmations, meditation, etc. 

Attitude 9. "I will choose to be in relationships that respect me and boost my self-esteem."   
Frankl believed in human beings choosing their reactions and attitudes in any given set of circumstances, so he would likely 

agree with the proactive attitude of choosing to be in relationships that respect one's worth.  
 However, Frankl also emphasized the need for a sense of purpose and meaning in life, which sometimes requires being 
subjected to negative experiences or feelings. He might argue that choosing relationships solely for the purpose of boosting self-
esteem could potentially lead to a superficial understanding of one's self-worth, thereby detracting from genuine personal growth and 
self-understanding. 
 Besides, Frankl would argue that self-esteem is a byproduct of meaningful work and action, not solely determined by external 
factors such as relationships. Seeking relationships to "boost" self-esteem might be seen by him as a misunderstanding of how true 
self-esteem is achieved. 
 From his standpoint, a balanced approach in engaging with all types of relationships, including those that are challenging or 
difficult, may have more potential for personal development and finding life's meaning.  
  



Insecure Arrogance: Unhealthy self-respect: resistance to self-improvement due to fears such as changes disturbing 
comfort zones and a lack of belief in oneself.  

Non-Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring 
1. "I don't need to improve because 
change is too unsettling for me." 
2. "I'll never be any better than I am 
now, so why bother trying?" 
3. "Staying in my comfort zone is 
enough for me; who needs growth 
anyway?" 
4. "Change is too hard, I'd rather 
stay as I am, no matter how 
flawed." 
5. "I don't believe in myself, so 
there's no point in trying to 
improve." 
6. "Developing new skills would be 
nice, but it's just too difficult for 
me." 
7. "I'll never amount to anything 
better, so why should I even try?" 
8. "It's safer to stay where I am; 
moving forward just opens up the 
risk of failure." 
9. "I am not good enough to change, 
so I'll remain the same." 
10. "I'd rather stay in my comfort 
zone than take risks and fail." 

1. "It's understandable to feel comfier in my 
comfort zone, but I should acknowledge that 
growth also happens outside of it." 
2. "I am apprehensive about changes, but 
changes are also opportunities for growth and 
learning." 
3. "I trust in my abilities to navigate uncertainty 
and change, even if it feels uncomfortable." 
4. "My fears of change are valid, but they 
should not limit the opportunities that lay 
before me." 
5. "My self-doubt is just a part of me, not the 
entirety of who I am. I still have strengths 
along with my weaknesses." 
6. "I might not believe in myself right now, but 
that does not negate my worth or potential." 
7. "Even though I may struggle with self-
improvement, I acknowledge that it's a journey 
and not a race." 
8. "I can be resistant to change, but it's 
important for me to step out of the comfort 
zone for personal growth." 
9. "Even though I fear upsetting my comfort 
zones, I understand that self-improvement can 
grant me happier and healthier ones." 
10. "I accept my fear of change and 
uncertainty; however, I should not let it hinder 
my potential for growth." 

1. "I understand that fear of change is 
preventing me from reaching my full 
potential." 
2. "It's reasonable to feel comfortable, but 
I realize it's unhealthy when I let it stand 
in the way of my growth." 
3. "I acknowledge that my lack of belief 
in myself is a hurdle I need to overcome 
for self-improvement." 
4. "Recognizing my resistance to change 
is the first step towards breaking free 
from my comfort zone." 
5. "I keep reminding myself that I am 
stronger than my fears." 
6. "It's understandable to acknowledge 
where I am at the moment, but it's not 
okay if I don't make any strides to 
improve." 
7. "I realize that self-respect doesn't mean 
staying fixated on my comfort and fears." 
8. "I am aware that denying myself the 
chance to grow is not self-love, it's self-
sabotage." 
9. "I am working on diffusing the belief 
that I don't stand deserving of 
improvement and growth." 
10. "I'm making an effort to accept that 
growth comes with discomfort, and that's 
okay." 

Attitude 8. "I have the right to be resistant to change, but it's important for me to step out of the comfort zone for personal 
growth” and self-caring mindset 6. "It's understandable to acknowledge where I am at the moment, but it's not okay if I 
don't make any strides to improve." 
  
To attitude 8, Frankl might agree in the sense that every person has the right to think and feel as they do, including their resistance to 
change. However, he would also emphasize that stepping out of comfort zones and undergoing a change can indeed help one find or 
create meaning in life, an important component to personal development and fulfillment. Thus, he would agree with the importance of 
stepping out of one's comfort zone for personal growth. 
 
However, he might disagree if this attitude is simply used as an excuse to avoid or resist change. For Frankl, resistance to change 
could signify a deeper issue of a lack of meaning or purpose in one's life, which is contributing to stagnation. Rather than being a 
right, resistance to change might be a red flag that needs to be addressed. 
 
With regard to self-caring mindset 6, Frankl would definitely agree with the importance of self-improvement and personal growth. 
Frankl's theory emphasizes the idea that life holds a potential meaning under any possible conditions, even the most miserable ones. 
Therefore, acknowledging where one is at the moment but making strides to improve aligns with his philosophy. 
 
However, he might argue that simply improving oneself is not enough if it doesn't contribute to a greater sense of meaning. For 
Frankl, the motivation for self-improvement should not be rooted in the desire for comfort or satisfaction, but in the pursuit of 
meaning. Consequently, he might argue that striving for self-improvement and growth is fully valuable only when it is connected to a 
greater purpose or meaning.  
 
It's also worth noting that while Frankl advocates for personal growth, he does so with the understanding that suffering and struggle 
are part of life and not something to be avoided at all costs. The ultimate goal isn't to eliminate all hardship but to find ways to imbue 
even our suffering with meaning.   
Insecure Arrogance: Unhealthy self-respect: It involves Lack of authentic  confidence, lack of respect for others, and a lack of 
kindness. 
I have to put myself first.  

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 



1. "I'm too good to be doing 
work like this." 
2. "I wouldn't bother helping 
them, they're not worth my 
time." 
3. "I know everything, there's 
no need for me to listen to your 
opinion." 
4. "I don't really care what 
happens to them, it's none of 
my business." 
5. "There's no point in me 
putting in effort, I’ll just fail 
anyway." 
6. "I have to always put myself 
first, even if it hurts others." 
7. "I don't need to improve, 
everyone else is the problem." 
8. "I don't need to respect 
them; they are beneath me." 
9. "No one does anything as 
well as I do." 
10. "I don’t owe anyone 
kindness; no one has ever been 
kind to me." 

1. "I may not feel confident all the time, 
but I accept myself and am working 
toward improving my sense of self-
worth." 
2. "My lack of confidence doesn't define 
me, who I am is not determined by 
external traits but by my inner 
character." 
3. "It’s reasonable that I struggle with 
respecting others, it's something I 
acknowledge and want to improve 
upon." 
4. "I may have disrespected others in the 
past, but I am committed to learning, 
growing, and treating others with the 
respect they want." 
5. "Even though I find it hard to be kind 
sometimes, I understand that everyone 
has their struggles, and I am actively 
working to become more 
compassionate." 
6. "I am deeply committed to working 
on my ego and fostering a healthy self-
respect." 
7. "I am learning to stay humble and 
remember that everyone is valuable and 
deserving of respect." 
8. "Just because I lack confidence now, 
doesn't mean I won't grow to possess it 
in the future." 
9. "My journey might be full of ups and 
downs, but I'm doing my best, and that's 
okay." 
10. "Even though I'm not to the point of 
expressing constant kindness, I 
acknowledge this area of growth, accept 
myself where I am, and am putting forth 
effort to improve." 

1. "I'm beginning to realize that my lack of 
self-confidence may affect the way I interact 
with others. I need to work on boosting my 
self-worth." 
2. "I do not have to diminish others to feel 
good about myself. A true sign of self-respect 
is respecting others too." 
3. "My potential is limitless. I recognize that 
my lack of self-assurance is holding me back, 
and this is something I must change." 
4. "I want to work on being kinder to both 
myself and those around me. Both are worth 
compassion." 
5. "While I may struggle with confidence, it 
does not make me inferior to others. I need to 
remember we are all human, with our own 
strengths and weaknesses." 
6. "Just because I may not always value 
myself, doesn't give me the right to disrespect 
others. I will aim to treat everyone with 
kindness and respect." 
7. "It's okay to not feel self-assured all of the 
time, but I should aim to work on my 
confidence rather than dismiss it as a lost 
cause." 
8. "I may have a tendency to mistreat others, 
but this does not make me a bad person. 
Recognizing this trait will help me work on 
changing it." 
9. "I understand that a lack of kindness 
towards others is a reflection of my own 
insecurities. I am committed to expressing 
more empathy and respect going forward." 
10. "Being overly critical of myself and others 
won't lead to positive outcomes. Instead of 
bring others down, I should focus on lifting 
people up, including myself." 

5. "Even though I find it hard to be kind sometimes, I understand that everyone has their struggles, and I am actively working to 
become more compassionate." 
 
Agreement: Frankl's existentialist perspective emphasizes individuals' responsibility for their actions and attitudes, a viewpoint 
compatible with the recognition of personal difficulty in being kind and the decision to work actively on becoming more 
compassionate. Frankl believes in human capacity for change, as improvement in one's level of compassion suggests. 
 
Disagreement: However, Frankl might take issue with the statement that "everyone has their struggles" as a motivator for kindness and 
compassion. He doesn't deny that people struggle, but he asserts that suffering itself isn't meaningful unless it leads to growth or 
achieving something beyond itself. Merely understanding others' struggles isn't sufficient, according to Frankl, unless that 
understanding is translated into action which gives life purpose and meaning. Furthermore, Frankl may argue that being kind is a 
fundamental aspect of being human, not something one finds "hard," suggesting a need for deeper self-reflective work. 
 

  



Insecure Arrogance - Consequences of unhealthy self-respect: We face issues like procrastination where effort and commitment to improvement are 
delayed. This also leads to a vicious cycle of self-image decline and escalating aggression. 

Non-Compassionate Compassionate Self-Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "You are lazy and will never achieve 
anything in life if you continue 
procrastinating." 
2. "Nothing will improve until you take full 
responsibility to respect yourself." 
3. "You only have yourself to blame for 
your continually declining self-image." 
4. "Your lack of self-respect is creating a 
never-ending cycle of negative behaviors." 
5. "If you don't respect yourself, you exude 
energy that attracts negativity and 
criticism." 
6. "Your escalating aggression is caused by 
your own refusal to respect and value 
yourself." 
7. "You are only suffering because you 
choose not to prioritize self-improvement." 
8. "Your unhealthy self-respect is causing 
you to spiral into a pit of self-destruction." 
9. "Your stubbornness to take action today 
on critical tasks will only make your future 
hard." 
10. "You are bringing these chaotic 
situations upon yourself by not valuing your 
own time and energy." 

1. "I acknowledge that I have been 
procrastinating, but this doesn't define my 
overall work ethic or capability.” 
2. "Sometimes my pace may be slow, but each 
step forward, however small, is still progress.” 
3. "Despite my struggles with self-respect, I 
am valuable and want kindness just like 
anyone else." 
4. "I may struggle with self-respect now, but 
this does not mean I’m unable to improve with 
time and effort." 
5. "I accept that I am not perfect, but my worth 
is not defined by my mistakes or 
procrastination." 
6. "I am aware of my weaknesses, but I also 
recognize my strengths and will not let these 
setbacks diminish them." 
7. "Even though I sometimes delay tasks, I 
understand that everyone experiences 
procrastination, and it doesn’t make me any 
less capable." 
8. "While I am working on my self-image 
issues, I know they do not define me or my 
ability to succeed." 
9. "I forgive myself for the anger that I have 
allowed the lack of self-respect to cause, and 
I’m committed to changing that." 
10. "No matter the hurdles I face, I will not 
give up on myself because I understand that 
my journey is unique to me, and I have the 
strength to overcome it." 

1. "I am acknowledging that procrastination is 
one of the consequences of unhealthy self-
respect and I will strive to break the cycle." 
2. "Commitment to improvement should be my 
top priority in achieving a healthy level of self-
respect." 
3. "I want respect and should not allow self-
image decline or aggression to become my 
normal." 
4. "I recognize the importance of dealing with 
my feelings in a positive and constructive way 
instead of resorting to aggression." 
5. "I need to accept myself as I am, while 
maintaining the desire to grow and improve 
personally and professionally." 
6. "I am valuable, and I am allowed to pursue 
self-improvement without constantly berating 
myself." 
7. "Achieving a healthy balance of self-respect 
and humility will help me lead to a more 
productive and happy life." 
8. "I am worthy of investing time, effort, and 
resources into improving myself without 
unnecessarily delaying it." 
9. "I want to have a positive self-image and I can 
work towards improving it rather than allowing 
it to decline." 
10. "I refuse to be trapped in a vicious cycle of 
declining self-image and escalating aggression. 
Healthy self-respect starts with understanding 
my self-worth." 

Mindset 10. "I refuse to be trapped in a vicious cycle of declining self-image and escalating aggression. Healthy self-respect starts with 
understanding my self-worth." 
 
Frankl would agree that personal responsibility and the search for meaning are vital in overcoming destructive patterns like a declining self-image 
and escalating aggression. He has emphasized the role of meaning in human life and insisted that people tend to find this meaning from facing and 
surmounting problems in life. From this perspective, seeing oneself trapped in this cycle would be the first step in breaking out of it, by pursuing 
meaningful actions that build self-respect and self-worth. 
 
Frankl disagreed with the idea that understanding one's self-worth is the foundation of healthy self-respect. He argued that self-worth arises not from 
introspection or self-analysis, but from the meaningful actions that we take, that is, our contributions to the world and to others. According to Frankl, 
one's self-esteem is contingent on the values and responsibilities one lives by. Thus, he might assert that a person should not focus on understanding 
their self-worth, but rather, they should focus on living a life of purpose and responsibility, and self-worth would naturally follow. 
How would Frankl agree and disagree with attitude 5. "I accept that I am not perfect, but my worth is not defined by my mistakes or 
procrastination." 
 
In agreement, Frankl advocated for self-acceptance, unconditional acceptance of others, and the understanding that personal worth is not defined by 
external circumstances, which can include personal mistakes. He believed in the potential for individuals to learn and grow from their challenges or 
failures, leaning into the idea that one’s worth is not measured by their mistakes. Frankl said, "What is to give light must endure burning." 
 
However, in disagreement, Frankl might challenge the passivity implied in the acceptance of one's procrastination. For him, life is about assuming 
responsibility and seeking purpose. He argues that even in the face of suffering and inability to find success, each man still has the freedom to cope 
with difficulties, change himself, and find personal growth. In this way, the part of the attitude that seems to dismiss procrastination may contradict 
Frankl's emphasis on personal responsibility and active engagement in finding and pursuing meaning in life. He wrote, "Between stimulus and 
response, there is a space. In that space is our power to choose our response. In our response lies our growth and our freedom."  
 
So, Frankl would possibly suggest adjusting the attitude to acknowledge that while we are all imperfect and our worth does not hinge on our 
mistakes, we should strive not to procrastinate, but rather seize responsibility and find meaning in actions. 
 

Healthy Self-respect:  
 
Rate: (0) Never; (1) Rarely; (2) Sometimes; (3 Often; (4) Very Frequently  



## Healthy Self-Respect 
1 Acknowledging strengths and weaknesses and accepting them; being direct and 

transparent,  
(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

2 Treating oneself with kindness and respect, and not allowing others to treat us poorly, 
taking responsibility for one’s self-worth 

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

3 Setting boundaries and not letting others take advantage of them, If someone disrespects 
your boundary, take action – be firm and fair.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

4 Accepting criticism and learn from it, rather than letting it negatively affect our self-
perception and self-worth.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

5 Being resilient and having a positive outlook on life; has better mental health and 
overall well-being  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

6 Sees the value in self-improvement; cultivating a growth mindset, enhancing self-
efficacy, and promoting positive thinking and self-caring thinking and behaviors.  

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

7 Assertive: Firm, Fair, and focused: expressing oneself effectively and standing up for 
one's point of view, while also respecting the rights and beliefs of others.   

(0) (1)  (2) (3) (4) 

 Total       
 

 

 
Healthy self-respect begins with self-awareness and self-assessment, which involves understanding one’s own strengths, 
weaknesses, values, and beliefs. When individuals take the time to reflect on their own behavior and experiences, they 
become better equipped to identify areas for improvement and understand how they interact with others. This self-
reflection also fosters a deeper appreciation for oneself, leading to increased confidence and a stronger sense of self-
worth. Recognizing personal boundaries and limitations is an essential component of this process, as it allows individuals 
to set realistic goals and expectations for themselves. 
 
Self-care and maintaining healthy boundaries are also key components of healthy self-respect. Prioritizing one's own 
physical, mental, and emotional well-being is crucial in order to function at one’s best. This might involve engaging in 
regular exercise, eating a balanced diet, getting enough sleep, and taking time to relax and unwind. Additionally, setting 
boundaries with others, whether in personal or professional relationships, helps to protect one's energy and prevent 
burnout. By asserting one’s needs and limits, individuals demonstrate respect for themselves and teach others how to treat 
them with the same respect. 
 
Adaptability and resilience are vital traits for maintaining healthy self-respect in the face of life’s challenges. Being 
flexible and open to change allows individuals to navigate through difficult situations with a positive outlook, turning 
obstacles into opportunities for growth. Cultivating resilience helps to bounce back from setbacks and maintain a sense of 
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control over one’s life. By embracing challenges and viewing them as chances to learn and evolve, individuals reinforce 
their self-respect and build greater inner strength. 
 
Self-improvement is an ongoing journey that is integral to developing healthy self-respect. Continuously striving for 
personal development and growth shows a commitment to becoming the best version of oneself. This could involve 
pursuing new skills, knowledge, or hobbies that enrich one’s life and contribute to a more fulfilling existence. Positivity 
and optimism play a role in this process, helping to maintain motivation and focus on future possibilities. Additionally, 
assertiveness is important in achieving self-improvement goals. Communicating one's needs clearly and standing up for 
oneself in conflict situations reflects a strong sense of self-respect and helps to ensure that personal boundaries are 
honored. 
 
 
This theme emphasizes on the importance of a realistic self-view, acknowledging both strengths and weaknesses, being 
kind to oneself, setting personal boundaries, accepting constructive criticism and staying resilient.  
 
i. Self-awareness and Self-assessment: This theme is represented by the importance of having a realistic view of oneself. 
It involves recognizing and acknowledging both strengths and weaknesses. 
 
ii. Self-care and Boundaries: One must not only be kind to oneself but also establish personal boundaries. This emphasizes 
the importance of mental health and self-respect. 
 
iii. Adaptability and Resilience: The ability to accept constructive criticism and the capacity to bounce back from failures 
or setbacks represents this theme. It evolves around growth mindset and emotional strength. 
  



Self-awareness and Self-assessment: This theme is represented by the importance of having a realistic view of oneself. It involves 
recognizing and acknowledging both strengths and weaknesses. 

Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Self-Caring Actions  
1. "I acknowledge that I am not 
perfect, but I am constantly 
growing and learning." 
2. "I cherish myself, both for my 
strengths and my weaknesses." 
3. "I am patient with myself. I 
understand that personal growth 
is a journey that takes time." 
4. "I respect my boundaries and 
limitations; they do not define 
my worth." 
5. "Every day, in every way, I am 
getting better and better." 
6. "I am proud of who I am and 
the progress I've made." 
7. "Even though I've made 
mistakes, I choose to learn from 
them." 
8. "I can give up feelings of 
resentment for my past and focus 
on the present moment." 
9. "The only person I am in 
competition with is myself." 
10. "I am doing the best I can, 
and that is enough." 
11. "I accept myself 
unconditionally." 
12. "I am more than any single 
action, experience, or mistake." 
13. "Every step I take, however 
small, is progress." 
14. "I am enough, just as I am." 
15. "I want love, respect, and 
kindness— from others and 
myself." 
16. "I am a work in progress, and 
that's OK." 
17. "I accept my perceived flaws; 
they make me unique." 
18. "I choose to be gentle with 
myself because I am growing." 
19. "Every thought, feeling, and 
experience I have is valid." 
20. "I acknowledge my 
weaknesses without judgement, 
knowing it's part of the human 
condition." 

1. "I am aware of my strengths and 
use them effectively in my daily 
life." 
2. "I acknowledge my weaknesses 
and strive to improve upon them." 
3. "I can accurately assess my 
capabilities and limitations." 
4. "I accept myself as I am, 
recognizing that my self-worth is not 
defined only by my strengths, but 
also by my willingness to address 
my weaknesses." 
5. "I maintain a balanced perspective 
of both my achievements and areas 
of growth." 
6. "I understand that recognizing my 
weaknesses does not make me a 
weak person; it makes me self-
aware." 
7. "Being honest with myself helps 
me grow personally and 
professionally." 
8. "My self-assessment abilities help 
me in setting realistic goals and 
expectations." 
9. "I reflect and evaluate my 
behaviors, emotions, and responses 
to improve my self-awareness." 
10. "I focus on progress, not 
perfection. By acknowledging my 
weaknesses, I understand where I 
need to put in more effort to grow." 
11. "Understanding my strengths and 
weaknesses enables me to focus on 
jobs and tasks where I can utilize my 
skills most effectively." 
12. "Constructive criticism plays a 
vital role in my self-improvement 
journey." 
13. "I strive to be patient and kind to 
myself during my self-improvement 
process." 
14. "Realizing my weaknesses is the 
first step toward strengthening 
them." 
15. "I am committed to self-
development and achieving personal 
and professional excellence through 
self-awareness and self-assessment." 

1. Regular Meditation: Daily meditation can 
help individuals become more in tune with 
their thoughts and emotions, foster self-
awareness by offering a way to investigate 
inner experiences. 
2. Emotional Journaling: Writing about your 
thoughts and feelings can foster self-reflection 
and awareness. By revisiting your entries, you 
can also observe patterns and trends over time. 
3. Seeking Feedback: Ask for constructive 
feedback from parents, colleagues, and friends 
to get different perspectives about yourself. 
This can help to identify blind spots in self-
awareness you might not notice. 
4. Mindfulness Practice: Focus on the present 
moment without judgment. It helps to create a 
mindful attitude to experiences, opening a door 
to self-awareness. 
5. Set Personal Goals: Understanding where 
you want to go can provide clarity about what 
areas of self-awareness you need to focus on 
and assess. 
6. Reflection Time: Regularly schedule time to 
reflect on your actions, decisions and feelings. 
Analyzing these can enhance self-awareness 
overtime. 
7.  Assertiveness Training: This can assist with 
understanding and expressing feelings, setting 
and respecting personal boundaries. 
8. Regular Physical Exercise: It does not only 
keep us healthy but also boosts our mood and 
serves a function in knowing our physical 
limits and capacities. 
9. Mindful Reading: It promotes focusing and 
being present while also learning about new 
ideas and ways of thinking. 
10. Body Scan Meditation: Regularly paying 
attention to various parts of the body and 
observing without judgment can foster body 
awareness, a component of self-awareness. 
11. Practice Gratitude: Recognizing the 
positive aspects in life and acknowledging 
them in a journal or out loud can reinforce 
self-awareness by focusing on the positive. 
12. Practice Self-Compassion: Be kind to 
yourself when you’re going through a tough 
time, fail, or notice something you don’t like 
how your life is going. This allows you to be 
more honest with yourself and promotes self-
awareness. 

Attitude 11. "I accept myself unconditionally” and mindset 9. "I reflect and evaluate my behaviors, emotions, and 
responses to improve my self-awareness." 
 
Logotherapy is a therapeutic approach that seeks to help individuals discover the meaning of life despite challenging 
circumstances. Frankl agrees with Mindset 9: "I reflect and evaluate my behaviors, emotions, and responses to improve 
my self-awareness. This mindset aligns with his belief that we can choose our attitudes and reactions to situations. He 
advocated for self-awareness, understanding that acknowledging our emotions and reactions could make better choices in 
line with our life's purpose. 



 
Regarding attitude 11 - "I accept myself unconditionally," Frankl would likely have a nuanced view. While he emphasized 
the importance of self-acceptance, he did not advocate unconditional acceptance. He believed in personal responsibility 
and that we are responsible for our actions, behaviors, and attitudes. If these aspects of oneself are destructive or harmful, 
Frankl wouldn't support accepting them unconditionally but would instead urge individuals to recognize them and work 
towards changing them. For Frankl, acceptance might come with acknowledging one's need for growth and evolution. 
 
Frankl believed in the immense power of self-awareness and self-assessment because he saw them as essential tools for 
humans to find meaning in their lives. 
 
Frankl stressed that recognizing our strengths and weaknesses allows us to understand our how to expand our uniqueness 
better. This understanding helps us identify the roles or purposes we might fulfill. Understanding how we can contribute 
to the world adds a deep sense of purpose and meaningfulness to our existence. 
 
Moreover, Frankl argued that by recognizing weaknesses, individuals can struggle and strive to improve, representing a 
meaningful life task in its own right. By facing adversity and suffering, individuals have the opportunity to stand their 
ground and grow, which provides them with a sense of responsibility and purpose—leading to a life filled with meaning.  
 
Therefore, for Frankl, self-awareness and self-assessment are not simply about personal understanding and development 
but are suggestive of a larger intricacy of life involving meaning, purpose, and the discovery of individual potential. 
 
Attitude 15. "I am committed to self-development and achieving personal and professional excellence through self-awareness and 
self-assessment." 
 
Frankl would likely agree with the attitude that individuals should commit to self-development and aim for personal and 
professional excellence. He emphasized individual responsibility and the power to shape one’s life and destiny. He also 
believed in the idea of becoming the best person that one can be. 
 
Frankl, however, might question the exclusive focus on self-awareness and self-assessment. While he did believe in the 
importance of self-understanding, he emphasized that purpose and meaning often come from outside of the self - from 
others, from work, and from suffering bravely endured. In his view, constantly assessing and focusing on the self might 
lead to an inward focus and loss of perspective on the bigger picture. 
 
For Frankl, true fulfillment comes from finding a purpose or meaning in life that is greater than oneself. He believed that 
self-transcendence, or finding meaning outside of oneself, is what makes life worthwhile. Hence, he might argue that 
personal and professional excellence isn't just about self-improvement but about contributing something of value to the 
world or your community.  
 
In conclusion, while Frankl would agree with the pursuit of excellence, he would likely feel the statement is too focused 
on the self and not enough on the pursuit of meaning beyond the self. 
 
  



Self-care and boundaries:  setting and respecting boundaries is not only be kind to oneself but also establish personal boundaries. 
This emphasizes the importance of expanding our uniqueness and self-respect.  

Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Self-Caring Actions  
1. "I am my top priority; it's 
important to take care of my 
needs." 
2. "I give myself permission to say 
'no' when I need to without feeling 
guilty." 
3. "I accept myself the way I am, 
imperfections and all, and still 
strive for improvement." 
4. "I am in control of my happiness 
and peace of mind, and I protect it 
fiercely." 
5. "I will respect and honor my 
personal boundaries because I 
deserve respect like anyone else." 
6. "I will not beat myself up over 
mistakes, instead, I will learn and 
grow from them." 
7. "Mental rest is just as important 
as physical rest. It's reasonable to 
take a break." 
8. "I respect my time and energy, 
so I choose carefully where to 
invest them." 
9. "Forgiving doesn't mean 
forgetting; it means I am giving 
myself the permission to heal." 
10. "My feelings are valid and I 
have the right to express them 
without fear of judgment or 
criticism." 

1. "I choose to prioritize my mental 
and physical health by taking time 
each day for self-care." 
2. "My emotional energy is valuable 
and not to be squandered; therefore, I 
have to set boundaries to protect it." 
3. "It's not selfish to prioritize my own 
needs because I can't take care of 
others if I don't first take care of 
myself." 
4. "To ensure my well-being, I will 
say 'no' to activities or people that 
drain me emotionally or physically." 
5. "My continuous endeavor for 
perfection can cause unwanted stress, 
so I must allow myself the freedom to 
make mistakes." 
6. "My personal limits are there for a 
reason; they reflect what I'm 
comfortable with and need respect 
them." 
7. "It's understandable to ask others 
for space and time to focus on my own 
needs and desires." 
8. "Rest and leisure are not rewards, 
but necessities for a balanced life; 
therefore, I needn't feel guilty for 
taking time for them." 
9. "I don’t want people to cross my 
boundaries and they aren't just lines 
that others should not cross; they're 
affirmations of my self-respect and 
self-low.", 
10. "Being gentle and kind to myself 
is as important as being kind to 
others." 

1. Taking time for yourself each day, even if it's just 
for a few minutes to sit quietly and relax, is a form of 
self-care that also communicates to others that you 
value your personal time and space. 
2. Learning to say 'no' when you're feeling 
overwhelmed can not only prevent burn-out but can 
also set a clear boundary with people who may be 
demanding too much from you. 
3. Regularly engaging in activities that you love and 
enjoy can serve as a reminder of your individuality 
and discourage others from infringing on your 
personal interests. 
4. Clearly communicating your limits in a polite but 
firm manner can maintain good relationships while 
ensuring your boundaries are respected. 
5. Taking steps to ensure your physical health, like 
correct diet and regular exercise, shows you respect 
your own body, which can be a powerful statement 
of personal boundaries. 
6. Prioritizing your mental health, such as scheduling 
therapy sessions or taking a day off when stressed, 
demonstrates to others your dedication to 
maintaining your emotional well-being. 
7. Keeping your living and working spaces clean and 
organized reflects respect for your own environment 
and signals to others the importance of respecting 
your personal space. 
8. Treating yourself with kindness and compassion in 
thoughts and actions empowers you to not let anyone 
else treat you poorly. 
9. Taking time to nurture your relationships with 
loved ones, but balancing it with alone time, shows a 
clear boundary that you can maintain personal 
connections without being overly dependent on 
them. 
10. Regularly practicing self-reflection helps you 
assert your individuality and can discourage others 
from treating you based on assumptions or imposing 
their beliefs upon you. 

Frankl's theory, known as logotherapy, suggests that our primary motivational force in life is not pleasure, as Freud proposed, but the pursuit of what 
we find meaningful. He emphasized the importance of self-care and setting personal boundaries as part of this process. 
 By taking care of ourselves physically, emotionally, and mentally, we are better able to focus on what gives our lives purpose and meaning. 
Self-care gives us the strength and resilience needed to pursue our goals and fulfill our potential. 
 Setting and respecting personal boundaries is equally important. These boundaries protect our self-esteem and help us maintain our self-
respect. They allow us to stand up for ourselves and protect our time, our emotions, and our energy. They act as a filter, shielding us from harm and 
making sure we spend our resources—whether they be time, emotional energy, physical energy, etc.—in ways that align with our values and our self-
defined purpose. 
 Therefore, Frankl would likely argue that self-care and setting boundaries are critical for mental health and finding meaning in life. Without 
these practices, it would be nearly impossible to stay focused on our pursuits and protect the space and resources we need for our goals and passions. 
Ultimately, this respect for ourselves, our health, and our personal boundaries enables us to live more authentic and meaningful lives. 
  



Healthy Self-Respect: Adaptability and Resilience: developing our ability to accept constructive criticism and the capacity to bounce 
back from failures or setbacks represents this theme. It evolves around growth mindset and emotional strength 

Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring Mindset Shift Self-Caring Behaviors 
1. "I understand that failures are 
part of the growth process, and I 
am willing to learn from my 
mistakes." 
2. "I accept constructive criticism 
with an open heart, as it aids me in 
bettering myself." 
3. "Change is necessary for 
evolution, so I accept and adapt to 
changes without feeling 
overwhelmed." 
4. "I have the ability to bounce 
back from setbacks, and I believe 
in my capacity to survive any 
adversity." 
5. "In times of difficulty, I will 
remind myself of my resilience and 
my ability to overcome." 
6. "I won't let failures define me. 
Instead, they will shape my 
strength and character." 
7. "I know that my worth is not 
determined by my mistakes, but by 
my ability to learn and grow from 
them." 
8. "Challenges are opportunities for 
growth, I will embrace challenges 
and not fear them." 
9. "I acknowledge my mistakes and 
take responsibility for them. This is 
how I grow and become better." 
10. "I am adaptable in the face of 
adversity; I believe in my abilities 
to navigate through any situations." 
 

1. "I understand that constructive 
criticism is not personal, but a tool 
for my personal growth and 
development."  
2. "Every setback is a setup for a 
comeback. I view failures as 
opportunities to learn and grow."  
3. "I have the resilience to bounce 
back from challenges and setbacks. 
They do not define me or my 
potential."  
4. "I adapt to situations knowing 
that change is the only constant in 
life."  
5. "I am not afraid to fail; failure 
teaches me valuable lessons and 
shapes my resilience."  
6. "I recognize the power of 
adaptability and its role in my 
personal and professional success."  
7. "In the face of adversity, I 
choose to be resilient and maintain 
a positive perspective."  
8. "I acknowledge and validate my 
feelings during challenging times 
to maintain my emotional health."  
9. "I continuously work on 
enhancing my emotional strength, 
knowing that it will serve me in 
overcoming obstacles."  
10. "Embracing a growth mindset, 
I am always ready to adapt, learn, 
and rebuild in every circumstance 
of life." 

1. Develop a Personal Reflection Practice: Establishing a 
daily or weekly self-reflection practice can improve your 
ability to accept constructive criticism. This may involve 
writing in a journal or simply thinking about the events of 
your day and your reactions to them. 
2. Participate in Mindfulness or Meditation: These practices 
can help strengthen your emotional resilience and enhance 
your ability to accept criticism. 
3. Invest in Personal Development: Attend workshops or 
seminars, read books or listen to podcasts on personal 
development. Learning about tools for accepting constructive 
criticism and bouncing back from failures can be very 
beneficial. 
4. Undertake Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (CBT): 
Cognitive-behavioral therapy can help you understand how 
your thoughts and feelings affect your behaviors. It's a 
valuable tool for learning how to deal with criticism 
positively. 
5. Practice Positive Affirmations: Positive affirmations can 
reframe your mindset and help you view failures as 
opportunities for growth rather than setbacks. 
6. Practice Self-Care: Regular self-care can include rest, 
exercise, socializing, consuming balanced meals or engaging 
in hobbies - these actions can build a healthier mindset and 
improve your resilience to handle setbacks. 
7. Setting Realistic Goals: Setting attainable goals can help 
prevent feelings of inadequacy and improve your ability to 
accept constructive criticism. 
8. Curb Negative Self-Talk: Reinforcing positive thoughts can 
help develop an optimistic mindset, while allowing you to 
learn from mistakes rather than dwelling on them. 
9. Develop a Strong Support System: Having people around 
you who support and encourage you can help buffer the 
impacts of criticism and setbacks.  
10. Embrace Learning from Mistakes: Instead of interpreting 
failures as a negative, view them as a learning experience. 
Analyze your mistakes to understand what went wrong and 
how you can improve. 

 Attitude 3. "Change is necessary for evolution, so I accept and adapt to changes without feeling overwhelmed” and 
mindset 7. "In the face of adversity, I choose to be resilient and maintain a positive perspective." 
 
With regards to attitude 3, Frankl would likely agree that change, including the most painful and challenging forms of it, 
is indeed a necessary part of life. One of his central beliefs was that even in the worst circumstances, people have the 
ability to choose their attitude and find meaning. However, he might disagree somewhat with the notion of accepting and 
adapting to changes without ever feeling overwhelmed. Frankl recognized that suffering, pain, and being overwhelmed 
are integral parts of human life and can fuel personal growth and discovering meaningfulness.  
 
Concerning mindset 7, Frankl would largely agree that being resilient and maintaining a positive perspective is vital in the 
face of adversity. However, it's worth noting that his idea of positive attitude doesn't simply mean ignoring the negative 
aspects of life or adversity. He advocated for tragic optimism—an ability to maintain hope and look for meaning in life 
despite life’s inescapable pain, suffering, and death.  
In both cases, Frankl would likely stress the importance of finding meaning in the change and adversity, not just accepting or being 
positive about it. He would also acknowledge that it's natural for humans to feel overwhelmed or negative sometimes, and that these 
feelings can be constructive and meaningful. 
Attitude 5. "In times of difficulty, I will remind myself of my resilience and my ability to overcome” and mindset 5. "I am not afraid 
to fail; failure teaches me valuable lessons and shapes my resilience."  
 
Frankl proposed that a positive attitude in the face of adversity can have a massive impact on a person's ability to survive 
and thrive. With this in mind, he would likely agree with both attitudes.  Frankl argues that we always have the freedom to 
choose our attitude, regardless of our circumstances. This aligns with attitude 5's assertion that one should remind oneself 
of their resilience and ability to overcome during hard times.  



 
Frankl may also agree with the aspect of mindset 5, which is about the value of failure and its impact on resilience. He 
emphasizes the need not to fear suffering, but to find meaning in it. For Frankl, suffering comparable to failure, is not 
necessarily a negative thing but can be a unique opportunity to find meaning and build resilience. 
 
However, Frankl might disagree with the phrasing of the attitudes, particularly the parts focusing on the self. When 
reminded of resilience or not being afraid to fail, the focus is on the individual. According to Frankl, during times of 
difficulty or facing failure, rather than reminding oneself of their resilience or not being afraid to fail, the person should 
seek to find a meaning or purpose beyond them to achieve the resilience being referred to. For Frankl, the focus should be 
on what one expects from life, not what life expects from oneself. 
 
Frankl  believed it's not about what we expect from life but what life expects from us. The theme of emotional strength 
and growth mindset is a testament to our resilience. It involves learning from failures, setbacks, and criticism and using 
these experiences as stepping stones to achieve more significant outcomes. Frankl's experiences taught him that life 
always gives us chances to grow and learn, and through these opportunities, we find our purpose and meaning in life. 
 
The capacity to accept constructive criticism is a key to our growth. It allows individuals to understand their weaknesses, 
thus creating a growth mindset that builds on those weaknesses to enhance personal development and self-improvement. 
Likewise, bouncing back from failures or setbacks represents resilience, another crucial factor in emotional strength. 
 
Maintaining this growth mindset and emotional strength allows us to evolve, learn, and develop, enabling us to discover 
more meaningfulness in what we do. With each failure, setback, or criticism, we deepen our ability to find meaning in life, 
thus connecting us to the core of Frankl's belief in the importance of finding purpose. Therefore, through these 
experiences, individuals can pursue their unique purposes in life, giving them a sense of fulfillment and happiness. 
 
Self-Improvement: Healthy ways to expand our uniqueness. This revolves around continuously enhancing oneself by  
(1) being dedicated (steadfast, loyal, enthusiastic) (2) promoting positive thinking, (3) boosting self-efficacy, and (4) 
understanding challenges as opportunities for growth and excellence (expanding one’s uniqueness).  
 
Personal Development and Growth - This theme revolves around the idea of continuous learning, self-improvement, 
and striving for one's best; becoming a well-rounded individual. 
 
Positivity and Optimism - This theme highlights the power of a positive mindset and positive thinking. It centers around 
the belief that a positive attitude can lead to better outcomes, heightened self-efficacy, and the ability to see challenges as 
opportunities rather than setbacks. 
 
Resilience and Persistence- This theme focuses on the ability to keep moving forward despite obstacles or setbacks, 
viewing them as opportunities for growth and resilience. It underscores the importance of dedication,  
resilience, persistence (firmness, resolve and tenacity), endurance in achieving one's goals. 
 
Healthy ways to expand our uniqueness. This revolves around continuously enhancing oneself by  
(1) being dedicated (steadfast, loyal, enthusiastic) (2) promoting positive thinking, (3) boosting self-efficacy, and  
(4) understanding challenges as opportunities for growth and excellence (expanding one’s uniqueness).  
Personal Development and Growth - This theme revolves around the idea of continuous learning, self-improvement, and 
striving for one's best, becoming a well-rounded individual. 
 
Positivity and Optimism - This theme highlights the power of a positive mindset and positive thinking. It centers around 
the belief that a positive attitude can lead to better outcomes, heightened self-efficacy, and the ability to see challenges as 
opportunities rather than setbacks. Resilience and Persistence- This theme focuses on the ability to keep moving forward 
despite obstacles or setbacks, viewing them as opportunities for growth and resilience. It underscores the importance of 
dedication, resilience, persistence (firmness, resolve and tenacity) endurance in achieving one's goals 
 
One of the key aspects of self-improvement is personal development and growth. This theme centers around the idea of 
continuously learning, seeking self-improvement, and striving to become the best version of oneself. By being dedicated 
and steadfast in our pursuit of growth, we can enhance our uniqueness and become more well-rounded individuals. 



Whether it's acquiring new skills, expanding our knowledge, or engaging in personal reflection, personal development 
allows us to continuously evolve and expand our potential. 
 
Another crucial element of self-improvement is promoting positivity and optimism. This theme emphasizes the power of a 
positive mindset and positive thinking in our personal growth journey. By fostering a positive attitude, we can approach 
challenges with resilience and see them as opportunities for growth rather than setbacks. This optimistic outlook not only 
enhances our self-efficacy but also enables us to face obstacles with confidence and find creative solutions. 
Resilience and persistence are also integral to self-improvement. It is vital to keep moving forward despite obstacles or 
setbacks, viewing them as stepping stones to success rather than roadblocks. By embodying dedication, resilience, and 
firm resolve, we can push through challenges and achieve our goals. The ability to endure and stay committed to our 
growth allows us to cultivate resilience and expand our uniqueness in the face of adversity. 
 
In summary, self-improvement revolves around continuously enhancing oneself through personal development and 
growth, promoting positivity and optimism, and practicing resilience and persistence. By dedicating ourselves to these 
healthy ways of expanding our uniqueness, we can create a fulfilling and meaningful journey of self-improvement. 
 
In his book "Man's Search for Meaning," Frankl stresses the importance of finding meaning and purpose in life, which 
involves striving towards personal growth and continuously evolving as individuals. He believed that by pursuing 
personal development, individuals can create a meaningful existence even in the most challenging circumstances. 
 
However, Frankl may also offer a different perspective when it comes to the concept of positivity and optimism. While he 
acknowledged the importance of maintaining a positive mindset, Frankl also recognized the value of embracing one's 
suffering and finding meaning in the midst of it. He argued that genuine happiness does not solely rely on positive 
emotions but instead emerges from a sense of purpose and fulfillment. Therefore, Frankl might caution against a 
superficial emphasis on happiness through positive thinking and instead advocate for a more profound search for meaning, 
even in the face of adversity. 
 
Regarding resilience and persistence, Frankl would likely strongly agree. Having personally endured the horrors of the 
Holocaust, Frankl emphasized the importance of resilience and the ability to persist in the pursuit of one's goals. He 
believed that embracing challenges and setbacks can lead to personal growth and strengthen one's character. Ultimately, 
Frankl believed that by staying committed to our growth, even in the face of immense hardships, we can cultivate 
resilience and experience genuine personal development. 
 
In summary, Frankl would agree with the overall sentiment of self-improvement through personal development and 
growth. However, he may offer a more nuanced perspective on positivity and optimism, highlighting the importance of 
finding meaning in suffering. Additionally, Frankl would strongly advocate for resilience and persistence as key attributes 
for personal growth and overcoming adversity. 
  



Personal development and growth - revolving around the idea of continuous learning, self-improvement, and striving for one's 
best. The aim here is not only to achieve more but to become a better, more well-rounded individual. 

Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "I am proud of the progress I 
have made in my personal 
development journey; I am not 
where I used to be and that's a good 
thing." 
2. "Every day, I am becoming a 
better and stronger version of 
myself." 
3. "I embrace my imperfections as 
they are part of my personal 
growth." 
4. "It's understandable to make 
mistakes because each one is a 
steppingstone to my development." 
5. "I am committed to learning, 
growing, and becoming the best 
version of myself." 
6. "Learning and growth are 
continuous, I am patient with 
myself on this journey." 
7. "It's reasonable to not know 
everything, I am learning and 
improving every day." 
8. "Even though I may face 
challenges, I am becoming stronger 
and more equipped to handle them." 
9. "I accept myself as I am now, 
knowing that I am on a path of self-
improvement." 
10. "I am grateful for the 
opportunity to grow and develop, I 
embrace the journey with all its ups 
and downs." 
 

1. "Every day is an opportunity to learn 
something new and grow as a person." 
2. "I aim to constantly expand my 
knowledge and abilities to become the 
best version of myself." 
3. "I deserve to take care of me, 
because self-care is not selfish, but 
necessary."  
4. "My past mistakes are not failings, 
rather learning opportunities that have 
contributed to my growth." 
5. "It is understandable not to be 
perfect, real growth comes from 
accepting and overcoming our 
imperfections."  
6. "While my goals are important, I will 
not sacrifice my health in the pursuit of 
achieving them." 
7. "I am a work-in-progress, always 
growing, learning and developing." 
8. "I am not defined by what others 
think of me, I determine my own worth 
and potential." 
9. "Seeking professional help is not a 
sign of weakness, but rather an effort 
towards self-improvement. Styling 
input" 
10. "Even in the face of adversity, I 
believe in myself and my abilities. 
Difficulties and setbacks are lessons in 
disguise." 

1. I commit to regularly engaging in self-
reflection to identify areas for personal growth 
and development. 
2. I prioritize learning by setting aside dedicated 
time each day or week to educate myself on new 
topics and skills. 
3. I seek out challenging opportunities that push 
me out of my comfort zone, as this is where true 
growth and improvement occur. 
4. I surround myself with diverse perspectives 
and experiences by engaging in conversations 
with people from different backgrounds and 
cultures. 
5. I embrace failure as an opportunity to learn and 
grow, viewing it as a necessary part of the 
journey towards self-improvement. 
6. I take proactive steps to expand my knowledge 
and expertise by attending workshops, 
conferences, or enrolling in courses related to my 
interests. 
7. I practice mindfulness and self-care techniques 
to maintain a healthy work-life balance, which 
promotes overall well-being and enhances my 
ability to learn and develop. 
8. I foster a growth mindset by believing in my 
potential to continually improve and achieve my 
goals, even in the face of challenges or setbacks. 
9. I regularly evaluate my progress and set 
measurable goals to track my development and 
ensure I'm consistently striving for my best. 
10. I celebrate and appreciate my 
accomplishments, no matter how small, as I 
recognize that each step forward contributes to 
my journey of self-improvement. 

Mindset Shift 10. I celebrate and appreciate my accomplishments, no matter how small, as I recognize that each step forward 
contributes to my journey of self-improvement.  

Frankl would agree with celebrating and appreciating accomplishments, as he believed in finding meaning and purpose in 
everyday life, including recognizing the progress made towards self-improvement. He emphasized the importance of 
acknowledging and valuing the small victories, as they can contribute to a sense of fulfillment and overall well-being. 
However, Frankl might also caution that the focus on self-improvement should not be solely on personal success, as he 
believed in the significance of contributing to the greater good and finding meaning in one's relationships and connections 
with others. He would encourage individuals to celebrate not only their achievements but also the accomplishments of 
those around them, fostering a sense of collective progress and shared purpose.  
 
Additionally, Frankl would emphasize the importance of balance and resilience. These qualities are crucial in the journey 
of self-improvement, as they help us navigate through setbacks and challenges and contribute significantly to personal 
growth and character development. Lastly, Frankl would remind individuals to keep sight of the ultimate pursuit of 
meaning and purpose in life, as external achievements, although valuable, should not be the sole measure of self-worth. 
He would encourage individuals to find meaning in accomplishments and the journey itself, embracing the ups and downs 
as part of the process of self-discovery and self-actualization. 
  



Positivity and Optimism: Self-respect involves anticipate the best possible outcome.  
Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring Mindset Shift Frankl would… 

1. "I am strong enough to 
handle whatever comes my 
way." 
2. "Every experience in my 
life helps me to grow and 
learn." 
3. "I accept myself for who I 
am and cherish the uniqueness 
in me." 
4. "I am capable of achieving 
my goals and dreams." 
5. "I embrace challenges as 
new opportunities to learn and 
adapt." 
6. "I am proud of the progress 
I have made and excited for 
what's to come." 
7. "I have the power to create 
change and make a 
difference." 
8. "I accept myself with my 
flaws because they make me 
who I am." 
9. "I look forward to the bright 
future and cherish the 
present." 
10. "I am surrounded by 
positivity, and I am committed 
to radiating positivity to 
others." 

1. "Every day brings new 
opportunities for growth and 
success." 
2. "I welcome challenges as 
they cultivate strength and 
resilience in me." 
3. "I believe in my ability to 
overcome obstacles and 
achieve my goals." 
4. "I am a worthy and capable 
individual deserving of 
happiness and success." 
5. "I choose to nourish my 
mind with positive thoughts 
and actions daily." 
6. "I trust in the journey, 
knowing that I am moving 
closer to my dreams." 
7. "I embrace each day with an 
attitude of gratitude and 
optimism." 
8. "I am proud of the progress 
I have made and excited for 
what's to come." 
9. "By being kind to myself, I 
am able to offer more honor 
and respect to others." (Value: 
I want to respect others.) 
10. "I choose to see the good 
in every situation, believing 
that each experience serves a 
purpose in my life journey." 

1. Strongly agree - Frankl believed that every day is an 
opportunity to find meaning and purpose. 
2. Strongly agree - He famously stated “What is to give 
light must endure burning”. He saw challenges as a way 
to learn and find resilience. 
3. Agree - While Frankl would agree that the individual 
has the ability to overcome obstacles, he would 
emphasize that the most important thing is not to achieve 
specific goals, but to find meaning and purpose in the 
process. 
4. Agree - He emphasized the dignity and value of each 
individual, however, he pointed out that happiness 
should not be pursued, but ensues as a result of finding 
meaning. 
5. Disagree - Frankl cautioned against 'positive thinking' 
if it negates reality. He emphasized the need to face the 
reality of one's circumstances and find meaning in it. 
6. Agree - He stated that "Man's main concern is not to 
gain pleasure or to avoid pain but rather to see a meaning 
in his life", so he would agree with the idea of trusting 
the journey. 
7. Agree - Despite the hardships, he faced, Frankl was 
known to have a very positive and grateful attitude. 
8. Strongly agree - Frankl believed that progress is made 
when one recognizes one's potential for growth. 
9. Agree - He would agree with the importance of self-
kindness, but with the understanding that respect to 
others is not contingent upon one's treatment of self. 
10. Strongly Agree - Frankl's whole philosophy was built 
around finding meaning in every situation - even the 
most tragic ones. He believed that every experience 
holds potential for personal growth and deepened 
understanding. 

Self-Compassion 8. Self-caring rational statement: "I choose to embrace my flaws as they form a part of me and contribute to character growth while 
working diligently to improve my self-esteem." This self-caring action helps me boost my self-esteem effectively and fosters acceptance of my 
individuality and personal growth, leading to a more fulfilling life. 
 
Self-Compassion 9. Self-caring rational statement: "Despite feeling helpless and hopeless at moments, I am enthusiastic about what the future holds 
and value my present experiences as they contribute to my life's journey." To support this self-caring action, I will practice mindfulness, which 
allows me to focus on today's growth opportunities and create a vision board or goals list to inspire positivity and hope for the future. 
 
Self-Compassion 10. Self-caring rational statement: "While I may face negativity and hardship, I am committed to cultivating a positive outlook and 
sharing positivity with others because I want peace of mind." This self-caring action involves a strong commitment to self-care and mental well-
being, including the practice of positive affirmations daily, surrounding myself with positive influences, and reaching out to others with kindness and 
positivity. 
 
According to Frankl, mental well-being is achieved not only through personal care or positive thinking, but also by finding meaning in life. This can 
be accomplished through creative work, love (by caring for another, not just oneself), and facing suffering courageously.  
 
He would caution against an excessive focus on oneself ("self-absorbed" behavior), as this may lead to "existential vacuum" or a sense of emptiness 
and lack of purpose. Rather, Frankl encourages us to turn our gaze outward, to find purpose by contributing to something greater than ourselves. 
Thus, while caring for oneself is necessary, Frankl argues it's not sufficient for achieving true fulfillment and mental well-being. 
 
  



Positivity and Optimism:  
Self-Compassionate Awareness  Ancient Wisdom 
1. "I believe in my ability to learn from 
mistakes and grow stronger." 
2. "I possess the power to make positive 
changes in my life." 
3. "I want love, kindness, and respect." 
4. "Every day is a new opportunity for 
improvement and success." 
5. "My past does not define me; it empowers 
me to make better choices in the present." 
6. "I am proud of the progress I make, no 
matter how small it may seem" (Principle 3 
of Respect).  
7. "I am grateful for the unique talents and 
skills I have and will continue to use them to 
my advantage." 
8. "Today, I choose joy, positivity, and 
optimism, I know good things are on the 
horizon." 
9. "I am stronger than my challenges, and 
they serve as steppingstones to my growth 
and success." 
10. "I embrace all aspects of myself with 
love and understanding; this includes my 
strengths and aspects I consider flaws." 

1. "For though the righteous fall seven times, they rise again, but 
the wicked stumble when calamity strikes." – Proverbs 24:16 
2. "I can do all things through him who strengthens me." – 
Philippians 4:13 
3. "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." – John 
13:34-35 
4. "This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be 
glad in it." – Psalm 118:24 
5. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come." –  2 
Corinthians 5:17 
6. "My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor 
be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one 
he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives." – Hebrews 
12:5-6 
7. "But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and not be faint." – Isaiah 40:31 
8. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law." – Galatians 5:22-23 
9. "Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us." – Hebrews 12:1 
10. "Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." – Philippians 3:13-14 

Frankl believed that positivity and optimism allow us to better navigate life's challenges and find meaning even within 
suffering. A positive mindset enables us to view obstacles not merely as setbacks to be endured, but as opportunities for 
growth, development and learning.  
 
Frankl argued that the search for meaning is the primary human drive. When we approach life with an optimistic outlook, 
we open ourselves to a greater range of possibilities for finding that meaning. Confidence in our abilities (self-efficacy) 
motivates us to take action and make choices that align with our values and aspirations, potentially enhancing our sense of 
life's meaningfulness. 
 
In his book 'Man's Search for Meaning', Frankl emphasizes that even in the most adverse circumstances, one can still find 
meaning by adopting a positive attitude. He stated that "everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of the 
human freedoms—to choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way." 
 
Frankl believed that positivity and optimism help us to discover meaningfulness by empowering us to see challenges as 
opportunities and to make choices that align with our search for meaning. 
 
  



Self-Improvement: This mindset focuses on the ability to keep moving forward despite obstacles or setbacks, viewing them as 
opportunities for growth and resilience. It underscores the importance of dedication, resilience, tenacity, and endurance in achieving 
one's goals. Resilience and perseverance 

Self-Compassionate 
Awareness 

Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wistom 

1. "Even though this task is 
challenging, I believe in my 
ability to persist and 
overcome it." 
2. "I accept that failure is a 
part of growth and does not 
define my potential." 
3. "I am resilient, always 
capable of bouncing back 
stronger in the face of 
adversity." 
4. "I will not let odds deter 
me; Instead, I will use them 
as steppingstones to my 
success." 
5. "Even if the journey is 
long and hard, I trust my 
resolve and the strength of 
my endurance." 
6. "Every setback is a set up 
for a comeback. I choose to 
rise stronger each time." 
7. "I extend compassion and 
understanding to myself 
when things don't go as 
planned." 
8. "I see challenges as 
opportunities to learn and 
grow. My spirit remains 
unbroken." 
9. "I possess the tenacity to 
face any obstacle and 
ultimately overcome it." 
10. "No matter how many 
times I fall, I will always 
pick myself up and keep 
moving forward." 

1. "I acknowledge this challenge, 
but I know I'm stronger than the 
obstacles I face." 
2. "Every setback in my life has 
only made me stronger. I won't be 
beaten this time either." 
3. "Each day, I am making 
progress towards my goals, 
irrespective of the complexities." 
4. "I cultivate resilience by 
exhibiting patience, learning from 
my mistakes, and continuously 
moving forward." 
5. "I am learning and growing 
with every challenge that I 
encounter." 
6. "Persistence is my path to 
success. With each step, no matter 
how small, I am closer to my 
goals." 
7. "Challenges are only 
temporary. I am confident in my 
ability to prevail." 
8. "Every step I take out of my 
comfort zone only serves to make 
me stronger." 
9. "Temporary setbacks can't 
derail my long-term progress. I 
remain focused on my journey." 
10. "With patience, perseverance, 
and endless dedication, I am 
capable of achieving my 
objectives, no matter the 
obstacles." 
 

1. James 1:12: "Blessed is the man who 
remains steadfast under trial, for when he 
has stood the test he will receive the crown 
of life, which God has promised to those 
who love him." 
2. Romans 5:3-4: "Not only so, but we also 
glory in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, 
hope." 
3. Philippians 3:13-14: "Brothers and sisters, 
I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize.”  
4. James 1:4: "And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing." 
5. Romans 5:3: "More than that, we rejoice 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance." 
6. Galatians 6:9: "Let us not become weary 
in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up." 
7. 1 Corinthians 10:13: "No temptation has 
overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it." 
8. Hebrews 12:1: "Let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us" 
9. Psalm 27:14: "Wait for the Lord; be 
strong, and let your heart take courage; wait 
for the Lord!" 
10. Proverbs 24:10: "If you faint in the day 
of adversity, your strength is small."  
[] These Bible verses speak about endurance, 
strength, and making progress irrespective of 
life's challenges and setbacks. The verses 
talk about acknowledging obstacles, staying 
resilient, and continuously moving forward, 
all of which mirror the statements provided. 

 
  



Viktor Frankl  emphasizes the discovery of life’s meaning. He believes that resilience and perseverance help us in finding 
life's meaning because they provide ways for us to confront our hardships and struggles.  
 
Frankl asserts that it's not the situations or circumstances that define us, but how we react to them. Resilience and 
perseverance, according to Frankl, allow individuals to encounter difficulties and obstacles with fortitude and grit, and 
consequently discover the meaning they are searching for. They pave the way for personal growth, self-understanding, 
responsibility, and ultimately, meaningfulness. 
 
Furthermore, he suggests that every individual's search for meaning is unique and personal. Hence, the process of 
resilience and perseverance allows us to unravel our own unique meaning, which isn't possible without enduring 
hardships. In his book, "Man's Search for Meaning," Frankl says, "What is to give light must endure burning." This 
exemplifies his belief that struggling, facing adversities, and overcoming them are integral to the discovery and 
understanding of life's purpose and meaning.  
 
He believes that these virtues give us the power to turn suffering into achievement, and tragedy into triumph, which 
ultimately imbues our life with a deep sense of meaningfulness. 
 
Assertiveness: This theme highlights on the need for effective expression of one's thoughts and maintaining one's rights, 
while also respecting those of others. It emphasizes on being fair, firm, and maintaining focus on the issue at hand, rather 
than getting diverted by unrelated issues or personal attacks. 
  
I. Communication: This theme emerges as a core component of expressing one's thoughts effectively. Good, clear, and 
respectful communication allows for understanding and minimizes the potential for conflict. 
ii. Assertiveness: Standing up for one's rights while also acknowledging and respecting the rights of others reflects the 
theme of assertiveness. This requires balance and emotional expression and understanding to firmly express oneself 
without infringing on others' rights. 
iii. Conflict Resolution: Dealing with issues at hand without diverging from the topic or resorting to personal attacks is a 
crucial skill in conflict resolution. This theme highlights the importance of maintaining focus, fairness, and objectivity to 
find solutions. 
 
Frankl emphasizes the search for meaning in life as the primary motivational force in human beings. He might partially 
agree with the necessity for effective expression of one's thoughts and respecting the rights of others, however, his focus 
tends to be more on personal responsibility and the search for individual meaning. 
  
- Frankl would agree on the importance of expressing one's thoughts and ideas effectively, as he believes in the 
importance of individuality and introspection. He argues that everyone's life has unique meaning and therefore it's 
important that one's ideas and perspectives are heard. 
 
- He would likely agree with the idea of fairness and respect for others. He advocated for compassion and understanding. 
He believed in our ability – and responsibility – to choose our attitude towards others and life's circumstances. 
  
- Frankl's philosophy leans towards finding meaning in suffering, life experiences and personal responsibilities rather than 
focusing primarily on personal rights. He might see the emphasis on rights as distracting from the more important goal of 
finding personal meaning. 
 
- Frankl would also likely challenge the focus on 'maintaining one's rights' as he views freedom not just as a right but as a 
responsibility. His theory emphasizes that we must bear our burdens bravely and find meaning in our struggles, rather 
than focusing on our entitlements. 
 
- Similarly, he could see the notion of being 'firm' conflicting with his ideology of flexibility in life. According to him, the 
meaning of life differs from moment to moment and therefore requires individuals to be adaptable rather than rigid. 
 
In conclusion, while Frankl may agree with the basic principles of respect and effective communication, his philosophy 
emphasizes more on personal introspection, individual meaning, and responsibility. 
Assertiveness- Communication This theme emerges as a core component of expressing one's thoughts effectively. Good, clear, and 
respectful communication allows for understanding and minimizes the potential for conflict. 

Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 



1. "I accept my feelings and express 
them respectfully, even if they're 
different from those around me." 
2. "I give myself permission to not 
have all the answers and understand 
it's understandable to ask for 
clarity." 
3. "I acknowledge and appreciate 
the strength it takes to voice my 
thoughts and opinions." 
4. "It is sensible for me to express 
how I feel, even if it leads to 
disagreement. My feelings are 
valid." 
5. "I treat myself with kindness by 
honoring and celebrating my 
individual voice, understanding the 
importance of expressing it." 
6. "I am not always going to get it 
right. I allow myself to make 
mistakes as I learn to navigate 
difficult conversations." 
7. "I teach myself to listen first 
before reacting, offering the same 
respect I expect in return." 
8. "I understand that I can't control 
others' reactions or behavior. It's 
crucial for me to hold my space and 
communicate my message with 
compassion and clarity." 
9. "I affirm that I am a work in 
progress and promising myself to 
continually improve my 
communication skills." 
10. "I am doing my best, and that's 
enough. It's reasonable to take 
breaks when communication 
becomes overwhelming." 

1. "I understand that we may have 
differing perspectives, but I value 
your opinions and would like to 
hear them." 
2. "Let's ensure we have a clear 
understanding of each other's 
viewpoint to prevent 
misunderstanding." 
3. "I am going to take some time 
to process what you've said before 
responding to give a thoughtful 
reply." 
4. "I am open to feedback and 
constructive criticism as it helps 
me to grow and improve." 
5. "I want to convey my thoughts 
with clarity and respect; please let 
me know if any clarification is 
needed." 
6. "Today has been emotionally 
draining for me; would it be 
understandable if we continue this 
conversation another time?" 
7. "I would appreciate it if we can 
discuss this issue calmly and 
constructively." 
8. "I want to resolve this issue 
amicably with you because I 
highly value our relationship." 
9. "I appreciate the trust and 
openness in our conversation; it 
helps me understand your 
perspective better." 
10. "I believe that having regular, 
honest dialogues can help us 
strengthen our communication 
and prevent potential conflicts." 

1. "I accept my feelings  
   - Proverbs 15:1: "A gentle answer turns away 
wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger." 
   - Ephesians 4:15: “Rather, speaking the truth 
in love, we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ.”  
   - Romans 12:2: "Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind..." 
   - Psalm 119:50: "This is my comfort in my 
affliction, for your promise gives me life." 
   - Matthew 5:44: "But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you." 
2. "I give myself permission to not have all 
the answers  
   - James 1:5: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach, and it will be given him.” 
   - Proverbs 2:6: "For the LORD gives wisdom; 
from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding." 
3. I appreciate the strength it takes to voice 
my thoughts  
   - Proverbs 31:26: "She opens her mouth with 
wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her 
tongue." 
   - 2 Timothy 1:7: "For God gave us a spirit not 
of fear but of power and love and self-control." 
4. "It is sensible for me to express how I feel. 
   - Proverbs 12:15: "The way of a fool is right 
in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to 
advice." 
   - Ecclesiastes 7:5: "It is better to heed the 
rebuke of a wise person than to listen to the 
song of fools." 
5. "I treat myself with kindness   
   - Psalm 139:14: "I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well." 
   - Proverbs 16:24: "Pleasant words are a 
honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the 
bones." 

 Viktor Frankl posited that the search for meaning ranks highest in human motivation. Communication, in his view, forms 
an essential part of this search. Through communication, individuals articulate their thoughts, emotions, experiences, and 
interpretations of the world – expressions which can give life individually defined meanings. We also gain insights from 
others through effective and respectful communication, shared experiences, stories, and perspectives that can further 
shape and enrich our understanding of life’s purpose. 

Furthermore, Frankl believed in the therapeutic potential of authentic dialogue. He proposed that open, genuine 
communication can foster self-understanding and confront existential anxieties, thus enhancing personal growth and the 
achievement of meaningful existence.  
 
Lastly, Frankl’s notion of the "existential vacuum" – the feeling of emptiness and meaninglessness – can be combated by 
creating connections with others, which is facilitated through good communication.  
 
 According to Frankl, communication is not only a means to convey information, but also a pathway to comprehend one’s 
place within the world, connect deeply with others, and ultimately, discover meaningfulness in life. 
How would Frankl agree and disagree with self-caring mindset4. "I am open to feedback and constructive criticism as it 
helps me to grow and improve." 
 



Self-caring mindset 4. "I am open to feedback and constructive criticism as it helps me to grow and improve." 
 
Frankl would agree with this statement because he believed that self-improvement and growth are crucial components of a 
meaningful life. He held that we should always strive to be better and to evolve, which includes being open, reflective, 
and welcoming of feedback and constructive criticism. He felt that this process can assist us in understanding ourselves 
better, realizing our strengths and weaknesses, and ultimately becoming better, more authentic versions of ourselves (self-
transformation).  
 
Frankl might take issue with this statement in a sense that it seems to emphasize the importance of outside influence (like 
feedback and criticism) in personal growth over internal reflection and introspection. Frankl was a proponent of self-
determination, arguing that we have the freedom and responsibility to find our own meanings and purpose in our lives, 
regardless of external circumstances. Furthermore, he argued that while critique can be helpful, it shouldn't form the basis 
for personal growth - he might argue that the primary sources of these impulses should come from within rather than 
without (self-transcendence).  
 
Self-compassionate statement 3. "I acknowledge and appreciate the strength it takes to voice my thoughts and opinions." 
 
Frankl would likely agree with the statement in terms of its acknowledgment of personal strength required to voice one's opinions. 
Frankl believed that humans possess remarkable strength, resilience, and capacity for growth, even in the face of great adversity. He 
professed that this strength stems from the search for meaning in one's life. Thus, the ability to voice thoughts and opinions could be 
seen as a way of affirming this meaning (self-transformation).  
 
However, his approach might differ when it comes to appreciating this strength as self-compassion. He would likely challenge the 
notion of self-compassion, if it leans towards self-indulgence or self-pity. From his perspective, human strength is not only about 
being kind to oneself, but it also involves accepting responsibility for one's life and choices. Therefore, being compassionate towards 
oneself should not prevent one from striving to improve oneself or from facing the realities of life. It should serve as a springboard for 
growth and reaching one's full potential. 
 
Frankl's Logotherapy puts greater emphasis on finding meaning in life, taking responsibility, and showing courage in the face of 
adversity, over maintaining self-esteem or self-compassion. Nonetheless, acknowledging and appreciating one's fortitude in expressing 
difficult feelings or thoughts can be part of a meaningful life (self-transcendence).  
 
Self-compassionate statement 8. "I understand that I can't control others' reactions or behavior. It's crucial for me to hold 
my space and communicate my message with compassion and clarity."  
 
Frankl believed in personal responsibility, finding meaning in life and in suffering, and the freedom to make choices.  
Frankl would likely agree with the statement in the sense that, according to his theory, we can't control others or their 
reactions, but we can control our responses and our attitudes. He spoke about the importance of reacting responsibly to 
situations, he would also agree on the emphasis the statement places on recognizing the importance of personal space, 
clear communication, and compassionate behavior (self-transformation). 
 
However, Frankl might slightly disagree with the statement, not on its content but perhaps on its focus. According to him, 
the primary focus for an individual should not merely be on self-compassion, in the sense of maintaining personal space 
and clear communication, but also on finding meaningful ways to respond to life’s challenges and contribute to something 
or someone beyond themselves. He believed that striving to find meaning in life is the most effective way to achieve 
personal happiness and self-fulfillment. Frankl might argue that the statement could further emphasize the value of 
seeking meaning in life, even or especially in the face of difficulties (self-transcendence).  
 
  



Standing up for one's rights while also acknowledging and respecting the rights of others reflects 
Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 

1. "I possess the right to voice my 
opinions and beliefs, while recognizing 
the same right in others." 
2. "My feelings and needs are valid and 
worth expressing. I will do so with 
respect and consideration for others." 
3. "I have the strength to assert myself, 
when necessary, while staying aware of 
the needs and feelings of others." 
4. "While it's important to stand for my 
ideal, it's equally necessary to respect 
other people’s values and beliefs." 
5. "I want respect and fairness in my 
relationships, just as others want the 
same from me." 
6. "My emotions and thoughts are 
important, and I can express them 
assertively. At the same time, I know 
others have the right to feel and think 
differently." 
7. "I want to say no or disagree with 
others, while being mindful to do this in 
a way that doesn't disrespect their rights 
or feelings." 
8. "It is sensible to ask for what I need 
or want, and to expect others to respect 
those needs. But I also respect that 
others can disagree or have their own 
needs and wants." 
9. "It is important to me to stand up for 
what I believe in, while remaining open 
to the beliefs of others." 
10. "I will assert myself and protect my 
rights, but I will also respect and 
acknowledge the rights of others." 

1. "I want to voice my opinions, 
and I respect your right to voice 
yours even if we do not agree." 
2. "I want to be treated with 
respect, and I also respect and value 
the rights of others." 
3. "My feelings are important and 
valid, as are yours, and each of us 
should be able to express them 
freely yet respectfully." 
4. "I want to have my boundaries 
respected, as I respect the 
boundaries of others." 
5. "I want to say 'no' when I need 
to, and I understand and uphold 
your right to do the same." 
6. "I stand up for my beliefs and 
values, while recognizing and 
respecting the different beliefs and 
values of others." 
7. "I want to make decisions in my 
best interest, as I acknowledge each 
person's right to do the same." 
8. "I want to have my needs met, 
and I respect your right to address 
your needs too." 
9. "I can recognize and 
acknowledge when I am wrong, 
just as I expect others to do when 
they are wrong. We both have the 
right to make mistakes and learn 
from them." 
10. "Please respect my privacy as I 
do yours, understanding your right 
to have your personal space." 

1. "Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and 
respect." - 1 Peter 3:15 
2. "Speak to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from 
the Spirit. Sing and make music 
from your heart.” - Ephesians 
5:19 
3. "The Lord is my strength and 
my shield; my heart trusts in 
him, and I am helped. My heart 
leaps for joy, and with my song 
I praise him." - Psalm 28:7 
4. "Therefore, we who teach 
will be judged more strictly. 
For we all stumble in many 
ways. If anyone does not 
stumble in what he says, he is a 
perfect man, able to bridle the 
whole body as well." - James 
3:1-2 
5. "So in everything, do to 
others what you would have 
them do to you, for this sums 
up the Law and the Prophets." - 
Matthew 7:12 
6. "Instead, speaking the truth 
in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect the 
mature body of him who is the 
head, that is, Christ." - 
Ephesians 4:15 

Statement 4. "While it's important to stand for my ideal, it's equally necessary to respect other people’s values and 
beliefs." 
 
Frankl might agree with this statement in the context of respecting the inherent dignity and worth of each individual. He 
emphasized the importance of seeing people as individuals, each with their unique values and life circumstances, 
reminding us of our responsibility towards our distinct and personal existence. Respecting other people's values and 
beliefs is then an important aspect of affirming their individuality and meaning. 
  
However, he might disagree if the respect for other's values and beliefs translates into moral relativism. Frankl rejected the 
idea that all beliefs and values hold equal validity and weight, especially if they condone malevolent or harmful behavior. 
Frankl's time in Auschwitz deeply reinforced his belief in moral responsibility - that we must stand against evil and 
cruelty. Thus, any values or beliefs that justify harm to others would not earn his respect. 
 
He also emphasized the need for individuals to connect to a purpose higher than themselves, which sometimes could 
conflict with others' beliefs and values. In such instances, maintaining one’s ideals might take precedence (self-
transcendence).   
So, while Frankl would advocate for respect towards individuality, he also emphasized the presence of an objective moral 
order.  



Conflict Resolution: Dealing with issues at hand without diverging from the topic or resorting to personal attacks is a crucial skill in 
conflict resolution. This theme highlights the importance of maintaining focus, fairness, and objectivity  

Non-Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. "Let's stick to the issue at 
hand and avoid personal 
attacks." 
2. "We are here to solve our 
problems, not to create new 
ones." 
3. "Keep focused on the facts, 
not personal viewpoints." 
4. "It's important we address 
this dispute objectively and 
fairly." 
5. "Let us try to understand 
all sides of the argument." 
6. "We shouldn't lose sight of 
the issue in the face of 
disagreements." 
7. "We must strive for 
fairness in our discussions, 
not the will to dominate." 
8. "Avoid diverging from the 
main issue, our goal is 
resolution." 
9. "Staying focused and 
maintaining civility is our 
priority while resolving 
conflicts." 
10. "Let's handle this dispute 
with the objective of finding a 
solution rather than assigning 
blame." 
 

1. "I have the ability to handle 
this conflict in a healthy and 
respectful way." 
2. "I allow myself to stay 
focused on the issue at hand 
without resorting to personal 
attacks." 
3. "I can navigate this 
disagreement while 
maintaining fairness and 
objectivity." 
4. "I do not need to win every 
argument. It's okay to seek a 
consensus or compromise." 
5. "I accept that I may not be 
right in every situation. It's 
okay to acknowledge mistakes 
and learn from them." 
6. "Disappointments or 
setbacks in conflict resolution 
are not a reflection of my self-
worth." 
7. "I am capable of expressing 
my needs and concerns 
without attacking the other 
person's character or 
intentions." 
8. "I honor that everyone's 
perspective is unique and I am 
open to understanding their 
viewpoint." 
9. "It's alright to need time to 
reflect and regroup during a 
heated discussion - this does 
not make me weak or 
indecisive." 
10. "Remaining calm and 
composed is strength. It allows 
me to handle the conflict 
constructively rather than 
escalating it." 

1. Active Listening: Actively listening to 
understand the other party's perspective can 
help avoid unnecessary misunderstandings that 
could escalate the conflict.  
2. Non-judgmental Approach: Avoiding 
critical and judgmental reactions can help 
sustain a productive dialogue and respect 
between the parties involved. 
3. Objectivity: Sticking to the facts, staying in 
the present, and not bringing up past issues can 
provide a clearer direction for resolving the 
conflict. 
4. Assertiveness: Expressing your perspective 
honestly without being aggressive can 
establish a clear understanding of where you 
stand on the issue. 
5. Emotional Awareness: Being mindful of 
your emotions and those of others can prevent 
further aggression and avoids personalizing 
the conflict. 
6. Seek Win-Win Solution: Finding a solution 
that benefits both parties, instead of insisting 
on one's own way, contributes to a healthy and 
productive resolution. 
7. Mediation: If necessary, a neutral third 
party can provide an unbiased perspective, 
helping to facilitate a solution acceptable to all 
parties. 
8. Setting Boundaries: Establishing clear 
boundaries can be a healthy way to protect 
yourself during conflict resolution, ensuring 
fair and respectful treatment. 
9. Self-Care: Taking care of one's physical and 
mental health during this period is important. 
Engaging in stress relieving activities can help 
you stay calm and collected during the 
resolution process. 
10. Positive Communication: Using "I feel" 
statements instead of "you are" accusations 
can keep the focus on your experience without 
blaming or attacking the other party. This 
helps to maintain a constructive discussion 
that stays focused on the issue at hand. 

Conflict Resolution: Dealing with issues at hand without diverging from the topic or resorting to personal attacks is a 
crucial skill in conflict resolution. This theme highlights the importance of maintaining focus, fairness, and objectivity to 
find solutions. 
 
As part of his theory, Frankl emphasized the importance of assertiveness – as a way to stand up for one's values and 
beliefs, to express one's individuality, and to take actions that are consistent with one's sense of purpose and meaning in 
life. He believed that assertiveness can help us define ourselves, to connect with others in an authentic way, and to 
contribute positively to the world, all of which are important ways of finding meaning in life. 
 



Moreover, he would believe that standing up for one's rights while also acknowledging and respecting the rights of others 
can help us discover meaningfulness in several ways. First, it allows us to affirm our individual worth and dignity as 
human beings, which is a fundamental part of Frankl's philosophy. Second, it helps us build meaningful relationships with 
others based on mutual respect and understanding. Third, it helps us to engage fully with the world and to make a 
meaningful difference in the lives of others, which, according to Frankl, is a key source of life's meaning. 
 
According to Frankl, the balance and emotional intelligence required for assertive behavior – that is, the ability to express 
oneself confidently and respectfully without infringing on others' rights – also contribute to a meaningful life. They enable 
us to navigate social situations in a manner that respects both our own dignity and the dignity of others, to align our 
actions with our values, and to respond to conflicts in a way that is constructive rather than destructive. This, in turn, 
opens opportunities to create meaning in life. 
 
Self-compassionate statement #4. "I do not need to win every argument. It's okay to seek a consensus   

Frankl might agree with this self-compassionate statement to the extent that it aligns with his view on the importance of 
meaningful relationships and connections with others. He emphasized the significance of empathy and understanding in 
human interactions, implying that friendly debate and seeking consensus can create a better understanding and bring about 
personal growth. 
 
Frankl was also a firm believer in the value of individual's freedom and responsibility, characteristics associated with 
decision-making and actions. Therefore, he might disagree with this statement if it suggests a lack of initiative, 
responsibility, or freedom to express one's views. He might argue that it is crucial to stand up for what one believes to be 
meaningful and right, even if it means not reaching a consensus. However, it does not suggest avoiding arguments for 
personal ease or comfort, but rather focusing on the value of understanding and harmony. So, in general, Frankl would 
likely agree with the spirit of this statement. 
 
Self-compassionate statement #10. "Remaining calm and composed is strength. It allows me to handle the conflict 
constructively rather than escalating it." 
 
Frankl would probably agree with this sentiment. He generally argued that individuals have the power to choose their 
responses and attitudes toward any given situation, including conflict. He believed that patience and calmness, as methods 
of personal control, can evoke meaning and purpose even in the face of adversity. 
 
Frankl's emphasis on personal responsibility aligns well with this self-compassionate statement. He would likely respect 
the power given to the individual for remaining calm and composed, for controlling their emotions, and their ability to 
solve a conflict constructively rather than escalating it. He might see this as a way to manifest one's freedom to choose 
their attitude in any given set of circumstances, thus realizing their potential (self-transformation).  
 
However, Frankl may also challenge the potential for passivity in this statement. He might argue that remaining calm 
doesn't necessarily mean avoiding all conflict. Instead, he might argue that we should strive to confront and resolve a 
conflict actively and constructively. He may point out that difficulty and struggle, as forms of conflict, are valuable 
opportunities for personal growth and for finding meaning. Therefore, he might argue that remaining calm and composed 
should not equate to avoidance or passivity, but rather should involve an active and meaningful engagement with 
whatever conflict or difficulty one is confronting. 
 
 
 
  



Conflict Resolution: Dealing with issues at hand without diverging from the topic or resorting to personal attacks is a 
crucial skill in conflict resolution. This theme highlights the importance of maintaining focus, fairness, and objectivity to 
find solutions. 

Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 
1. "I am capable of handling 
disputes with understanding and 
patience." 
2. "I will listen and respond with 
fairness and objectivity, keeping 
the focus on the issue at hand." 
3. "Even when the discussion gets 
heated, I will try to keep my 
frustrations in check and avoid 
resorting to personal attacks." 
4. "I may sometimes struggle but 
I am capable of managing conflict 
healthily and effectively." 
5. "I am open to differing 
perspectives, as they can help me 
see a situation more clearly." 
6. "It's understandable if I don't 
always have the answers, the goal 
of conflict resolution is dialogue 
and understanding." 
7. "I have the right to express my 
thoughts and feelings in a 
respectful manner, and I will do 
so." 
8. "I am open to compromises, 
and I will try to find middle 
ground because it's ok not always 
to stand my ground." 
9. "I know how to differentiate 
between personal and 
professional issues, and won't 
allow one to affect another." 
10. "I acknowledge that 
maintaining objectivity can be 
difficult, but it is an effort worth 
making for the sake of resolving 
conflicts in the best possible 
way." 

1. "I understand your 
viewpoint and I respect it; 
however, I have a different 
perspective." 
2. "It's important for me to 
resolve this issue without 
resorting to personal 
criticisms." 
3. "I will approach this 
conversation with an open 
mind, focusing on the issue, 
not on personalities." 
4. "We both want what's best, 
let's find a solution that makes 
us both satisfied." 
5. "I hear what you're saying, 
let's figure out how we can 
address this problem together." 
6. "Let's focus on the issue at 
hand rather than drifting into 
irrelevant topics." 
7. "Your feelings are valid and 
so are mine, let's work towards 
a solution that respects both." 
8. "I prefer to have a 
constructive conversation 
about this, addressing the 
problem, not attacking each 
other." 
9. "Let's agree to disagree on 
some points for the sake of 
resolving this issue." 
10. "We are working towards a 
common goal, it's essential 
that we resolve this dispute in 
a fair and respectful way." 
 

1. Proverbs 15:1 – “A gentle answer turns away 
wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” This passage 
reflects the sentiment, "I understand your viewpoint 
and I respect it; however, I have a different 
perspective." 
 2. Ephesians 4:29 – “Do not let any unwholesome 
talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” This 
passage reflects, "It's important for me to resolve this 
issue without resorting to personal criticisms." 
3. Proverbs 18:13 – “If one gives an answer before he 
hears, it is his folly and shame.” This verse can be 
related to, "I will approach this conversation with an 
open mind, focusing on the issue, not on 
personalities." 
4. Philippians 2:4 – “Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 
This mirrors, "We both want what's best, let's find a 
solution that makes us both satisfied." 
5. James 1:19 – “Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become angry.” This verse 
reflects, "I hear what you're saying; let's figure out 
how we can address this problem together." 
6. Matthew 6:34 – “Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own.” This passage 
echoes the sentiment, "Let's focus on the issue at 
hand rather than drifting into irrelevant topics." 
7. Philippians 2:2 – “Then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one 
in spirit and of one mind.” This can be associated 
with, "Your feelings are valid and so are mine, let's 
work towards a solution that respects both." 
8. Romans 12:18 – “If it is possible, as far as it 
depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” This 
scripture emphasizes the importance of understanding 
and respecting differing viewpoints, which is echoed 
in, "I understand your viewpoint and I respect it; 
however, I have a different perspective." 
9. Hebrews 10:24 – “And let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” 
This encapsulates the sentiment, "Let's figure out how 
we can address this problem together." 
10. Colossians 3:15 - “Let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful.” This reinforces, 
"Your feelings are valid and so are mine, let's work 
towards a solution that respects both." 

  
  



I can handle conflicts and another person’s negative feelings. 
Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring - focused  Ancient Wisdom 
1. "I am capable of handling this 
conflict in a dignified and 
respectful manner." 
2. "Even though this situation is 
challenging, I trust in my ability 
to navigate it effectively." 
3. "I understand that while I may 
not agree with the other party, I 
can still respect their 
perspective." 
4. "I am able to differentiate 
between the person and the issue 
at hand; I will non address 
personal traits but focus on 
resolving the conflict." 
5. "By maintaining my 
emotional composure, I am able 
to facilitate a fairer and more 
productive conversation." 
6. "I recognize that holding onto 
resentment will only prolong this 
conflict. Instead, I choose 
understanding and empathy." 
7. "Even in the face of 
disagreement, I can still honor 
myself and the other parties 
involved." 
8. "I am capable of being 
assertive while still being 
respectful and compassionate in 
my communication." 
9. "I embrace the challenge of 
this conflict and view it as an 
opportunity for growth and 
understanding."  
10. "I am committed to finding a 
solution that is fair and agreeable 
for all parties involved." 

1. "Our goal here is to address the 
issue at hand, and not to attack each 
other's character." 
2. "I understand that we may have 
differing viewpoints, but I remain 
committed to finding a fair and 
rational solution." 
3. "I want to  stay focused on the 
topic; it's important for us to resolve 
this matter objectively and 
respectfully." 
4. "Let's treat this as a problem to 
be solved together, rather than a 
battle to be won by one side." 
5. "Regardless of how we feel 
personally, let’s focus on the facts 
and the possible solutions to this 
problem."  
6. "In the spirit of fairness, let's 
make sure we both have the 
opportunity to express our thoughts 
and feelings." 
7. "I respect your feelings and 
perspective, and I also want my 
feelings and perspective to be 
equally respected." 
8. "My aim here is not to win an 
argument, but to reach a consensus 
and resolve this conflict in the 
healthiest and fairest way possible." 
9. "We must stop blaming each 
other and instead start analyzing the 
situation objectively to create a 
joint solution." 
10. "Let's remember to care for each 
other's feelings as we navigate this 
disagreement. We are working 
toward the same goal: resolution, 
not hurt feelings." 

1. Matthew 7:12: "So in everything, 
do to others what you would have 
them do to you, for this sums up the 
Law and the Prophets." 
2. Proverbs 15:18: "A hot-tempered 
person stirs up conflict, but the one 
who is patient calms a quarrel." 
3. Ephesians 4:29: "Do not let any 
unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen." 
4. Colossians 3:13: "Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you." 
5. Philippians 2:4: "Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others." 
6. James 1:19: "Understand this, my 
dear brothers and sisters: You must all 
be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to get angry." 
7. Proverbs 18:13: "If one gives an 
answer before he hears, it is his folly 
and shame." 
8. Matthew 18:15: "If your brother 
sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault, between you and him alone. If 
he listens to you, you have gained 
your brother." 
9. Romans 14:1: "Accept the one 
whose faith is weak, without 
quarreling over disputable matters." 
10. Proverbs 17:14: "Starting a quarrel 
is like breaching a dam; so drop the 
matter before a dispute breaks out." 

 1. "I am valuable and my opinions matter. It is crucial that I articulate my viewpoints effectively and respectfully." 
2. "In order to foster a positive outcome, I must prioritize active listening and open communication." 
3. "Being calm and composed in the face of conflict is my strength. This allows me to think rationally and arrive at fair 
decisions." 
4. "Let's focus on the problem at hand, rather than on personal differences or past arguments." 
5. "I understand that everyone has unique perspectives. I value diversity of thought and am willing to compromise on mutual 
terms." 
6. "I acknowledge my emotions but I will not let them skew my judgment. I am competent to separate personal feelings 
from factual arguments." 
7. "I am committed to finding a solution that is beneficial for everyone involved. This means being diplomatic, manageable 
and respectful during discussions." 
8. "I am not perfect; mistakes happen. However, I am focused on learning from my errors and making positive changes." 
9. "I will refrain from making personal attacks and belittling others in a conflict. Instead, I'll focus on the issue itself." 
10. "Maintaining a respectful and constructive dialogue in times of conflict is essential for my own emotional well-being 
and for the overall health of the relationships involved." 

Furthermore, resolving conflicts in a mature and balanced way helps us to grow personally and develop virtues like 
patience, understanding, and forgiveness. These virtues enrich our lives and contribute to our sense of purpose and 



meaning. Finally, successful conflict resolution often leads to better relationships and a sense of peace and harmony, 
which are important aspects of a meaningful life. So, in summary, Frankl would believe conflict resolution skills help us 
discover meaningfulness as they enable to live out positive virtues, develop better relationships and create a more peaceful 
life.  Frankl’s notion of love 

 
 
  
"Love is the only way to grasp another human being in the innermost core of his personality." - Viktor E. Frankl 
 
 
 Frankl views these expressions of love as fundamental to the discovery of meaning in life. Respectful understanding, 
Frankl may argue, is key to love as it requires one to adhere to the principles of frank existential dialogue where a person 
engages in an open and respectful conversation with oneself and others. Frankl's Logotherapy seeks to illuminate one's 
understanding of their existence and their purpose in life, a process that is fostered when there is respectful understanding, 
showing empathy, and appreciation in a relationship. 
 
From a Franklian perspective, supporting and respecting another's uniqueness and individual values is an intricate part of 
assisting them in realizing their purpose. For him, every person has a unique, singular life that is filled with specific tasks 
and responsibilities only they can fulfill. By valuing their uniqueness and their personal values, we help pave the way for 
them to recognize their purpose, thus leading to a more meaningful life. From the empathetic standpoint, it involves the 
ability to see the world from the other person's perspective and to understand their emotions and feelings. 
 
Frankl also moves beyond the individual to highlight our social existential realm, which underlines the importance of our 
relationships with others. This includes showing appreciation and respect for human dignity, which Frankl asserts is 
essential for a meaningful life. The courage to see another's potential is crucial in Franklian love, as every person must 
discern the latent talent hidden in other people which can be a source of meaning for them. 
 
Lastly, Frankl's therapeutic doctrine is anchored upon helping individuals find meaning in their life. Respectfully 
supporting them to find their unique purpose and addressing their concerns in a caring way is a mirror to his therapy. A 
person is regarded not as a patient but as a fellow being in search of meaning. Here, support becomes a shared journey 
toward the discovery of purpose. Frankl would agree that supporting their opportunities and addressing their concerns aids 
in navigating the path to a fulfilled life, pointing out that love, in all its forms, can help us derive profound meaning from 
our existence. 
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Love: respectful understanding, show empathy, show appreciation, and support their uniqueness. 
Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 

1. "I acknowledge that I am not perfect, 
and that's perfectly understandable. 
My imperfections make me unique. 
It is not recognizing your uniqueness 
but accepting and appreciating it."  

2. "Even when I make mistakes, I 
understand they are growth 
opportunities, and I'm always 
learning." 

3. "I want genuine love and sincere 
respect, just as I am right now, 
without any conditions." 

4. "I empathize with all that I've been 
through and honor the strength it 
took to get this far." 

5. "I greatly appreciate my resilience, 
and I've discovered new facets of my 
personality through my adversities 
and triumphs." 

6. "I celebrate my uniqueness because it 
makes me who I am and brings color 
to the world around me." 

7. "I accept myself wholeheartedly, 
understanding that I am a mix of 
strengths and weaknesses, and this 
combination shapes my 
individuality." 

8. "I am proud of the person I have 
become. My journey, choices, and 
experiences uniquely shaped me, and 
I would not be the same without 
them." 

9. "I am enough, just as I am. I respect 
every aspect of myself, 
acknowledging my worth and value." 

10. "As I learn more about myself, I 
grow more compassionate towards 
my past decisions. I understand that I 
based my past decisions on what I 
understood then. This realization 
helps me accept and appreciate my 
evolution." 

1. "I truly appreciate your unique 
perspective on this matter. It gives a fresh 
viewpoint that I hadn't considered 
before." 
2. "I understand that we may have 
different opinions, and I respect yours. It 
shows your individuality and unique 
thought process." 
3. "I admire the strength and 
determination you’ve shown in dealing 
with this situation. Please know I’m here 
to support you." 
4. "I see how much effort and thought 
you put into your work. It is unique and 
reflects your dedication and 
commitment." 
5. "Your feelings are valid, and I can 
understand why you might feel that way. 
Remember it’s understandable to take 
care of yourself and prioritize your well-
being." 
6. "I really appreciate how you handled 
that difficult situation; it shows your 
resilience and adaptability." 
7. "Even if I can't fully grasp what you're 
going through, I'm here to listen and 
support you." 
8. "We all have our unique paths to walk, 
and your journey has made you the 
incredible person you are. Remember, it's 
reasonable to take some time for self-
care." 
9. "I respect how strongly you stand 
behind your beliefs and values. It's a 
testament of your individuality." 
10. "The way you approach problems is 
unique, and it contributes to making our 
team so diverse and powerful. Please 
continue taking care of your mental 
health to keep on sharing your useful 
insights." 

1. Respectful Understanding: 
Philippians 2:3-4 - "Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the 
others." 
2. Empathy: Romans 12:15 - 
"Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn."  
3. Show Appreciation: 1 
Thessalonians 5:11 - "Therefore 
encourage one another and build 
each other up, just as in fact you 
are doing." 
4. Support Their Uniqueness: 
Romans 12:4-6 - "For just as each 
of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do 
not all have the same function, so 
in Christ we, though many, form 
one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have 
different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us." 
And above all, the fundamental 
principle of love is taught in  
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 - "Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres." 

Self-caring mindset 3. "I admire the strength and determination you’ve shown in dealing with this situation. Please know I’m here to 
support you." 
Viktor Frankl, an Austrian psychiatrist and Holocaust survivor, believed in the intrinsic power of an individual to make meaning out 
of their life and circumstances - a theory he called logotherapy.  
 
Frankl would likely agree with the statement on the basis that it acknowledges the person's strength and determination. He argued that 
suffering can have purpose if it's met with courage. By complimenting the person's resilience, this statement aligns with Frankl's belief 
in the necessity of personal strength in adversity. Furthermore, by offering support, it echoes the idea of solidarity and connection to 
others, which Frankl also recognized as crucial for mental health.  
 
However, Frankl might find an element of disagreement in the nature of the support being offered. He believed heavily in the power of 
self-determination and finding one's own meaning amidst struggle. While he wouldn't object to emotional support, he may argue that 
it's ultimately the individual's role to find their own strength or purpose within their situation. Frankl might assert that too much 
reliance on external support could potentially undermine the responsibility of working towards one's own understanding and response 
to their struggle. 
  



Love: Respecting another's uniqueness, respect their  uniqueness, respect their values, respect their human dignity 
Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 

1. "You are unique, and I honor 
and respect your distinct 
individuality." 
2. "I appreciate your values and 
ideals as they make you who you 
are." 
3. "Your human dignity is 
immeasurable, and I commend it." 
(Since I can’t measure it – I can’t 
judge it.) 
4. "I respect you for your 
uniqueness, there is no one else 
like you." 
5. "I honor your individuality and 
respect your distinct viewpoint." 
6. "Your unique perspectives 
contribute greatly to our world, I 
respect and appreciate that." 
7. "I admire the strength you show 
in living out your unique values." 
8. "I respect your uniqueness and 
would never ask you to change 
who you are." 
9. "I affirm your human dignity. 
It's an essential part of who you 
are." 
10. "I believe it's important to 
respect and celebrate our 
differences." 

1. "I understand and respect your 
perspective as it is shaped by your 
unique experiences." 
2. "I appreciate that your values may 
differ from mine; this doesn't make 
them any less valid." 
3. "Your individuality is something I 
respect and appreciate." 
4. "I honor your unique set of skills and 
talents." 
5. "While we may have different beliefs 
or opinions, I respect your right to hold 
them." 
6. "I acknowledge your distinct life 
journey and respect your personal 
growth." 
7. "Your unique blend of personality 
traits contributes to our diverse and 
beautiful world." 
8. "I respect how your individual 
experiences have shaped you into who 
you are today." 
9. "I value the unique opinions and 
insights you bring to our 
conversations." 
10. "Respecting your individuality is 
part of respecting our shared human 
dignity." 
 

1. Philippians 2:3-4: "Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests but each of 
you to the interests of the others." 
2. James 2:8-9: "If you really keep the royal 
law found in Scripture, 'Love your neighbor 
as yourself,' you are doing right. But if you 
show favoritism, you sin and are convicted 
by the law as lawbreakers." 
3. Romans 12:10: "Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves." 
4. Galatians 5:13-14: "You, my brothers 
and sisters, were called to be free. But do 
not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; 
rather, serve one another humbly in love. 
For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this 
one command: 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.'" 
5. 1 Peter 2:17: "Show proper respect to 
everyone, love the family of believers, fear 
God, honor the emperor." 
6. 1 Corinthians 16:14: "Let all that you do 
be done in love." 
7. 1 John 4:7-8: "Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is from God, and whoever 
loves has been born of God and knows 
God. Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love." 

How would Frankl agree and disagree with self-compassionate statement 7. "I admire the strength you show in living out your unique 
values." Frankl would likely agree and disagree with self-compassionate statement 7, "I admire the strength you show in living out 
your unique values," in various ways. 
 
Frankl firmly believed in the power and importance of personal values and meaning. According to his Logotherapy, every individual 
has a unique purpose and meaning in life, which takes courage to pursue. Therefore, he would probably appreciate the sentiment 
behind this statement, as it acknowledges the strength in living out one’s own unique values. 
 
On the other hand, Frankl may not fully align with this self-compassionate statement, because it focuses on admiration (which could 
be linked to ego-driven purposes) rather than on the authentic pursuit of meaning despite the hardships. He warned against navel-
gazing or becoming too absorbed in oneself. Additionally, while he emphasized the importance of living out unique values, Frankl 
also considered responsibility, saying that it's not just about what we expect from life, but also what life expects from us.  
 
In summary, he might see the statement as mainly focusing on self-oriented assurance rather than approaching life with responsibility 
and a pursuit for meaning. He might also disagree if this statement is seen as encouraging stubborn individualism without considering 
broader societal affairs or the welfare of others. 
 
  



Love: Seeing another's potential respectfully, support them in discovering their unique purpose, support their opportunities. address 
their concerns in  a caring way. 

Self-Compassionate   Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 
1. "I believe in your capacity to 
handle whatever comes your 
way." 
2. "You have my full support as 
you explore your path and find 
your purpose." 
3. "I appreciate your passion and 
determination. It shows how 
much potential you have." 
4. "Remember that your voice 
matters. Don’t hesitate to 
express your thoughts and 
feelings." 
5. "I see so much potential in 
you, and I’m excited to see 
where your journey leads." 
6. "It's ok to have doubts, but 
please know that I believe in 
your abilities completely." 
7. "I encourage you to keep 
leaning into your strengths and 
aspirations, they will guide your 
path." 
8. "I recognize your concerns 
and I’m here to support you in 
navigating them." 
9. "Your unique skills and 
talents cannot be matched. I’m 
confident that you will make a 
difference" (Irreplaceable 
Principle). 
10. "Remember that it's 
reasonable to make mistakes; it's 
how you grow and learn. Your 
potential is endless." 

1. "I believe in your potential. You are 
capable of achieving great things if you put 
your mind to it." 
2. "You have a unique purpose. It may take 
time and effort to discover it but remember 
that the journey is as important as the 
destination." 
3. "Your dreams and ambitions are valid 
and important. Keep pursuing them with 
dedication and perseverance." 
4. "I appreciate your efforts and your hard 
work. It takes a lot of courage to pursue 
your passions, and I respect that." 
5. "Remember, it's understandable to take 
your time. You don't need to rush the 
process of finding your purpose." 
6. "I understand your concerns. Let's 
discuss them and find the solutions 
together, in a manner that respects your 
feelings and choices." 
7. "Trust in your abilities and strengths. 
You are capable of overcoming hurdles. I'll 
be here to support you in your journey." 
8. "I see enormous potential in you. Every 
small step you take toward your goal is an 
achievement, and I am proud of you for 
taking that step." 
9. "Give yourself the space to explore and 
the grace to make mistakes. We learn and 
grow through our experiences, regardless 
of their nature." 
10. "Remember to care for yourself. Your 
physical, emotional and mental wellbeing 
are crucial in your journey to realizing 
your purpose." 

1. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: "Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres." 
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:11: "Therefore 
encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing." 
3. Hebrews 10:24: "And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds." 
4. Galatians 6:2: "Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ." 
5. Philippians 2:4: "Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others." 
6. Romans 12:10: "Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves." 
7. Ephesians 4:29: "Do not let any 
unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen." 
8. Proverbs 27:17: "As iron sharpens iron, 
so one person sharpens another." 
Each of these passages highlights the 
importance of loving others through 
support, encouragement, and care, while 
also acknowledging their potential and 
purpose. 

Love involves Seeing another's potential respectfully, support them in discovering their  unique purpose, support their opportunities. 
address their concerns in  a caring way?  
 
Self-caring mindset 6. "I understand your concerns. Let's discuss them and find the solutions together, in a manner that respects your 
feelings and choices." 
  
Frankl would likely agree with this self-caring mindset's emphasis on dialogue, understanding, and collaboration in dealing with 
challenges. He believed in the fundamental need for individuals to assume responsibility for their own lives, including their concerns 
or problems. This gets captured in the implication that the person themselves should be a part of the solution-finding process rather 
than just receive pre-determined answers or solutions from someone else. Frankl emphasized the importance of individuals finding 
their unique sense of meaning and thus might appreciate the respect for the person's feelings and choices. 
  
However, Frankl might also potentially disagree with certain aspects or interpretations of this mindset. If the phrase "respects your 
feelings and choices" were applied to mean that the individual's current feelings or choices should always be embraced no matter the 
circumstance, Frankl might object. He believed that suffering, for example, was not a state to be endlessly validated or accepted but 
rather an opportunity to find and affirm meaning, perhaps through changing one's attitude or approach. 
 
This mindset also seems to place emphasis on the solving of the person's concerns or problems. Frankl, though, would argue that it is 
not the job of a therapist or any external party to eliminate or solve a person's problems but rather to help them find meaning in spite 
of these problems. From this perspective, the focus is not so much on the problems or concerns themselves but on the person's ability 
to derive meaning and purpose from life, including its inescapable challenges.  



Positivity and Optimism 
Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 

1. "I am strong enough to handle 
whatever comes my way." 
2. "Every experience in my life 
helps me to grow and learn." 
3. "I accept myself for who I am 
and cherish the uniqueness in me." 
4. "I am capable of achieving my 
goals and dreams." 
5. "I embrace challenges as new 
opportunities to learn and adapt." 
6. "I am proud of the progress I 
have made and excited for what's 
to come." 
7. "I have the power to create 
change and make a difference." 
8. "I accept myself with my flaws 
because they make me who I am." 
9. "I look forward to the bright 
future and cherish the present." 
10. "I am surrounded by positivity 
and I am committed to radiating 
positivity to others." 
 

1. "Every day brings new 
opportunities for growth and 
success." 
2. "I welcome challenges as they 
cultivate strength and resilience in 
me." 
3. "I believe in my ability to 
overcome obstacles and achieve my 
goals." 
4. "I am a worthy and capable 
individual deserving of happiness 
and success." 
5. "I choose to nourish my mind 
with positive thoughts and actions 
daily." 
6. "I trust in the journey, knowing 
that I am moving closer to my 
dreams." 
7. "I embrace each day with an 
attitude of gratitude and optimism." 
8. "I am proud of the progress I 
have made and excited for what's to 
come." 
9. "By being kind to myself, I am 
able to offer more honor and respect 
to others." (Value: I want to respect 
others.) 
10. "I choose to see the good in 
every situation, believing that each 
experience serves a purpose in my 
life journey." 

1. Jeremiah 29:11: "For I know the plans I have for 
you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 
2. Proverbs 17:22: "A cheerful heart is good 
medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones." 
3. Romans 8:28: "And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose." 
4. Philippians 4:13: "I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me." 
5. Isaiah 40:31: "But those who hope in the LORD 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint." 
6. Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths 
straight." 
7. Romans 15:13: "May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 
8. Psalm 46:1-3: "God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 
into the heart of the sea." 
9. James 1:2-3: "Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance."  
10. Matthew 19:26: "With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible." 

Mindset 4. "I am a worthy and capable individual deserving of happiness and success." 
 
Frankl would agree that every person is worthy and capable. In his philosophy, every person has the potential to find 
meaning in life regardless of their circumstances. He would agree that people should have self-respect and acknowledge 
their inherent worth (self-transformation).  
  
However, Frankl may disagree with the latter part of Mindset 4, the idea of 'deserving' happiness and success. He would 
argue that happiness and success cannot be pursued directly; they are the by-products of leading a life rich in purpose and 
meaning. According to Frankl, when one focuses on finding meaning and purpose in life through work, love, and personal 
growth, happiness and success follow naturally. Therefore, he would likely caution against a mindset of entitlement to 
happiness and success, arguing instead for a focus on striving to lead a meaningful life. 
 
Mindset 7. "I embrace each day with an attitude of gratitude and optimism." 
  
Frankl would likely agree with the principle of embracing each day with an attitude of gratitude and optimism. According to Frankl's 
theory, life always has meaning and potential, and it is essential to embrace it positively. In his seminal work "Man's Search for 
Meaning," he talks about the importance of positivity and gratitude even in the face of adversity (self-transformation).  
  
However, Frankl might disagree with the idea that optimism should be the default mindset at all times. Frankl acknowledges the 
inevitability of suffering in life and emphasizes finding meaning even in suffering rather than blindly being optimistic. For him, life 
isn't about being perpetually positive, but about seeking purpose and meaning, even in difficult times. Also, adopting a constant 
gratitude and optimism approach may sometimes devalue or ignore legitimate feelings of pain, grief or suffering which are crucial to 
human experience and growth according to Frankl.  



Self-Compassionate Awareness  Ancient Wisdom 
1. "I believe in my ability to learn from 
mistakes and grow stronger." 
2. "I possess the power to make positive changes 
in my life." 
3. "I want to experience love, kindness, and 
respect." 
4. "Every day is a new opportunity for 
improvement and success." 
5. "My past does not define me; it empowers me 
to make better choices in the present." 
6. "I am proud of the progress I make, no matter 
how small it may seem" (Principle 3 of Respect).  
7. "I am grateful for the unique talents and skills I 
have and will continue to use them to my 
advantage." 
8. "Today, I choose joy, positivity, and optimism, 
I know good things are on the horizon." 
9. "I am stronger than my challenges, and they 
serve as steppingstones to my growth and 
success." 
10. "I embrace all aspects of myself with love and 
understanding; this includes my strengths and 
aspects I consider flaws." 

1. Proverbs 24:16, "For though the righteous fall seven times, they rise 
again, but the wicked stumble when calamity strikes." 
2. Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through Christ who gives me 
strength." 
3. 1 John 4:16, "So we have come to know and to believe the love that 
God has for us. God is love, and anyone who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him." 
4. Lamentations 3:22-23, "The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness." 
5. Philippians 3:13, "Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead." 
6. Galatians 6:9, "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up." 
7. 1 Peter 4:10, "Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms." 
8. Psalm 118:24, "This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it." 
9. Romans 8:37, "In all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us." 
10. Psalm 139:14, "I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well." 

Statement 4. "Every day is a new opportunity for improvement and success." Frankl might agree with this statement as it echoes the 
ideas posed in his book, "Man's Search for Meaning," where he suggested that we should continually strive to make sense of our lives, 
and thereby, continually improve ourselves. He probably would support the notion that every day gives new opportunities for us to 
persevere, find meaning, and therefore, achieve success in a personal sense (self-transformation).  
 
However, he might also disagree with the statement, particularly with how "success" is generally defined by society. Frankl 
emphasized that the meaning of life is not about pursuing success or pleasure but rather finding a purpose and taking responsibility for 
our actions. So, the pursuit of success every day for its own sake might not align with Frankl's philosophy. In addition, Frankl’s 
experiences in the Holocaust led him to see that human beings do not always have control over their circumstances, so the sentiment 
that each day can be controlled for personal improvement and success might not resonate with him. 
 
Statement 10. "I embrace all aspects of myself with love and understanding; this includes my strengths and aspects I consider flaws." 
Frankl would likely agree with the first part of the statement that emphasizes self-understanding and accepting strengths. His theory of 
logotherapy emphasizes understanding one's values, strengths, and purpose in life, and taking positive actions to manifest them (self-
transformation).  
 
However, Frankl might challenge the part of the statement that embraces one’s flaws with 'love'. Frankl was more focused on personal 
responsibility and pursuing self-improvement. He believed that rather than simply accepting and loving our flaws, we should work 
hard to overcome them. Thus, Frankl might encourage individuals to acknowledge their flaws not with love, but with a constructive 
attitude towards self-improvement and personal growth. Yet, understanding that these flaws are part of one's entirety and not 
something to be ashamed of aligns with his teachings (self-transformation). 
  
Frankl might agree that acknowledging and embracing our flaws can be part of the process of self-discovery and personal 
growth, which are essential to finding meaning in life. His theory emphasizes the importance of self-transcendence, which 
includes striving to become better and rising above our setbacks and limitations. 
  
However, Frankl might also argue that our flaws in themselves do not hold intrinsic meaning. Instead, he would argue that 
our purpose and meaning come from our response to our situations, including our flaws, not the flaws themselves. One’s 
attitude and actions in response to adversity and hardship, according to him, is what truly creates meaning. Accepting our 
flaws alone without consciously working to overcome them is not enough to find meaningfulness based on Frankl’s 
perspective. He suggests that merely accepting negative aspects may lead to complacency and stagnation, preventing us 
from fully realizing our potential for growth and purpose. 
  



Acknowledging that I am not perfect (Index 11) 
Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom  

1. "I acknowledge that I am not 
perfect, but I am constantly growing 
and learning." 
2. "I cherish myself, both for my 
strengths and my weaknesses." 
3. "I am patient with myself. I 
understand that personal growth is a 
journey that takes time." 
4. "I respect my boundaries and 
limitations; they do not define my 
worth." 
5. "Every day, in every way, I am 
getting better and better." 
6. "I am proud of who I am and the 
progress I've made." 
7. "Even though I've made mistakes, 
I choose to learn from them." 
8. "I can give up feelings of 
resentment for my past and focus on 
the present moment." 
9. "The only person I am in 
competition with is myself." 
10. "I am doing the best I can, and 
that is enough." 
11. "I accept myself 
unconditionally." 
12. "I am more than any single 
action, experience, or mistake." 
13. "Every step I take, however 
small, is progress." 
14. "I am enough, just as I am." 
15. "I am worthy of love, respect, 
and kindness— from others and 
myself." 
16. "I am a work in progress, and 
that's OK." 
17. "I accept my perceived flaws, 
they make me unique." 
18. "I choose to be gentle with 
myself because I am growing." 
19. "Every thought, feeling, and 
experience I have is valid." 
20. "I acknowledge my weaknesses 
without judgement, knowing it's part 
of the human condition." 

1. "I am aware of my strengths and use 
them effectively in my daily life." 
2. "I acknowledge my weaknesses and 
strive to improve upon them." 
3. "I can accurately assess my 
capabilities and limitations." 
4. "I accept myself as I am, 
recognizing that my self-worth is not 
defined only by my strengths, but also 
by my willingness to address my 
weaknesses." 
5. "I maintain a balanced perspective 
of both my achievements and areas of 
growth." 
6. "I understand that recognizing my 
weaknesses does not make me a weak 
person; it makes me self-aware." 
7. "Being honest with myself helps me 
grow personally and professionally." 
8. "My self-assessment abilities help 
me in setting realistic goals and 
expectations." 
9. "I constantly reflect and evaluate my 
behaviors, emotions, and responses to 
improve my self-awareness." 
10. "I focus on progress, not 
perfection. By acknowledging my 
weaknesses, I understand where I need 
to put in more effort to grow." 
11. "Understanding my strengths and 
weaknesses enables me to focus on 
jobs and tasks where I can utilize my 
skills most effectively." 
12. "Constructive criticism plays a 
vital role in my self-improvement 
journey." 
13. "I strive to be patient and kind to 
myself during my self-improvement 
process." 
14. "Realizing my weaknesses is the 
first step toward strengthening them." 
15. "I am committed to self-
development and achieving personal 
and professional excellence through 
self-awareness and self-assessment." 

1. Galatians 6:4 - “But let each one 
examine his own work, then he will 
have reason for boasting in regard to 
himself alone, and not in regard to 
another.” 
2. Romans 12:3 - “For by the grace 
given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think more highly of 
himself than he ought to think, but to 
think with sober judgement, each 
according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned.” 
3. Lamentations 3:40 - “Let us test 
and examine our ways, and return to 
the LORD!” 
4. 1 Corinthians 3:18 - "Let no one 
deceive himself. If anyone among 
you thinks that he is wise in this age, 
let him become a fool that he may 
become wise." 
5. 2 Corinthians 13:5 - "Examine 
yourselves, to see whether you are in 
the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you 
not realize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you?—unless 
indeed you fail to meet the test!" 
6. Psalm 139:23-34 - "Search me, O 
God, and know my heart! Try me and 
know my thoughts! And see if there 
be any grievous way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting!" 
7. Proverbs 16:18 - "Pride goes 
before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall." 
 
These verses explore the theme of 
self-awareness, self-examination, and 
rightful judgement of oneself, 
thereby emphasizing the concept of 
having a realistic view of one's self 
through recognizing one's strengths 
and weaknesses. 

Frankl believed in the immense power of self-awareness and self-assessment because he saw them as essential tools for humans to 
find meaning in their lives, a process he referred to as "logotherapy." 
 Frankl stressed that recognizing our personal strengths and weaknesses allows us to better understand our unique 
individuality. This understanding helps us identify the roles or purposes we might fulfill. When we understand how we can contribute 
to the world, it adds a deep sense of purpose and adds meaningfulness to our existence. 
 Moreover, Frankl argued that through the recognition of weaknesses, individuals can struggle and strive to improve upon 
them, which can represent a meaningful life task on its own right. By facing adversity and suffering, individuals have the opportunity 
to stand their ground and grow, which provided them with a sense of responsibility and purpose – leading to a life filled with meaning.  
 Therefore, for Frankl, self-awareness and self-assessment are not simply about personal understanding and development but 
are suggestive of a larger intricacy of life involving meaning, purpose, and the discovery of personal potential. 
 
Self-care and boundaries: self-caring and setting and respecting boundaries is not only be kind to oneself but also establish personal 
boundaries. This emphasizes the importance of mental health and self-respect. 

Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 



1. "I am my top priority; 
it's important to take care 
of my needs." 
2. "I give myself 
permission to say 'no' 
when I need to without 
feeling guilty." 
3. "I accept myself the 
way I am, imperfections 
and all, and still strive for 
improvement." 
4. "I am in control of my 
happiness and peace of 
mind, and I protect it 
fiercely." 
5. "I will respect and 
honor my personal 
boundaries because I 
deserve respect like 
anyone else." 
6. "I will not beat myself 
up over mistakes, instead, 
I will learn and grow from 
them." 
7. "Mental rest is just as 
important as physical rest. 
It's reasonable to take a 
break." 
8. "I respect my time and 
energy, so I choose 
carefully where to invest 
them." 
9. "Forgiving doesn't 
mean forgetting; it means 
I am giving myself the 
permission to heal." 
10. "My feelings are valid 
and I have the right to 
express them without fear 
of judgment or criticism." 

1. "I choose to prioritize my 
mental and physical health by 
taking time each day for self-
care." 
2. "My emotional energy is 
valuable and not to be 
squandered; therefore, I have to 
set boundaries to protect it." 
3. "It's not selfish to prioritize 
my own needs because I can't 
take care of others if I don't first 
take care of myself." 
4. "To ensure my well-being, I 
will say 'no' to activities or 
people that drain me 
emotionally or physically." 
5. "My continuous endeavor for 
perfection can cause unwanted 
stress, so I must allow myself 
the freedom to make mistakes." 
6. "My personal limits are there 
for a reason; they reflect what 
I'm comfortable with and need 
respect them." 
7. "It's understandable to ask 
others for space and time to 
focus on my own needs and 
desires." 
8. "Rest and leisure are not 
rewards, but necessities for a 
balanced life; therefore, I 
needn't feel guilty for taking 
time for them." 
9. "I don’t want people to cross 
my boundaries, and they aren't 
just lines that others should not 
cross; they're affirmations of 
my self-respect." 
10. "Being gentle and kind to 
myself is as important as being 
kind to others." 

1. Matthew 7:12 - "So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 
Law and the Prophets." This implies that your treatment 
of others should reflect how you wish to be treated, thus 
setting a boundary for respect. 
2. Proverbs 4:23 - "Above all else, guard your heart, for 
everything you do flows from it." This could be seen as 
an instruction to protect oneself emotionally and 
spiritually. 
3. Mark 6:31 - "Then, because so many people were 
coming and going that they did not even have a chance 
to eat, he said to them, 'Come with me by yourselves to 
a quiet place and get some rest.'" Here, Jesus recognizes 
the importance of rest and solitude, suggesting self-
care. 
4. Exodus 20:8-10 - "Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your 
God. On it you shall not do any work.." It is a 
commandment to take a day of rest, which reflects the 
importance of self-care and setting boundaries to 
prevent overworking.  
5. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - "Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your 
own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your bodies." This passage teaches about self-
respect and the importance of maintaining one's body 
(physical health) which could extend to mental health.  
6. Philippians 4:6-7 - "Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds." This 
encourages emotional and mental self-care by turning 
worries over to God. 
7. Matthew 5:37 - "But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your 
‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the 
evil one." This indicates that it's important to 
communicate clearly and honestly about one's 
boundaries.  
[] All these passages highlight the importance of self-
care, personal boundaries, and respect towards oneself 
and others. 

Mindset 9. "I don’t want people to cross my boundaries and they aren't just lines that others should not cross; they're affirmations of 
my self-respect." 
  
Frankl may agree with Mindset 9 to an extent, for he believed in the importance of individual autonomy and treating people with 
respect. He would concur with the idea of maintaining personal boundaries as a form of self-respect, as his therapy emphasizes the 
individual's unique life meaning and personal development (self-transformation). 
 
However, he would also have some disagreement with this mindset. Frankl's ideas emphasize the importance of struggles, suffering, 
and even sacrifices in finding one's purpose and meaning in life. He may view the insistence on strict personal boundaries as a self-
centric notion that could potentially impede the individual's ability to overcome adversity and achieve self-realization. For him, 
creating meaning in life often requires us to look beyond our self-interests and personal comfort zones. 
 
Furthermore, Frankl saw love as the most significant way humans find meaning, which involves allowing others to cross personal 
boundaries. He might worry that a rigid imposition of boundaries could limit healthy interpersonal relationships and impede an 
individual's ability to find meaning. 
 
Mindset 10. "Being gentle and kind to myself is as important as being kind to others." Frankl would likely agree that treating oneself 
with kindness is essential to self-care and mental health. He emphasized the importance of being responsible for one's life, so treating 



oneself with respect and kindness would be consistent with this belief. He might also argue that it's easier to be empathetic and kind to 
others when we are kind to ourselves (self-transformation).  
 
However, Frankl also stressed the value of turning outward towards society and other people, stating that finding purpose in life comes 
from connecting with others, helping them, and contributing to the world outside of oneself. Frankl might express concern that this 
mindset could lead to a cycle of self-focus and narcissism if it's misinterpreted as prioritizing self-kindness over kindness to others 
(self-transcendence).  
 
Moreover, Frankl identified suffering as a potential part of the human experience that can help one find meaning. This part of his 
philosophy might clash with the concept of always being gentle to oneself if it implies avoiding or escaping difficult experiences or 
emotions. Frankl believed in facing these life challenges to promote personal growth and resilience, instead of evading them. 
 
But overall, he would likely support the balance of being both kind to ourselves and to others as long as it doesn't prevent us from 
facing life's hardships and finding meaning in them. 
 
Mindset 10. "Being gentle and kind to myself is as important as being kind to others." 
 
Zen Buddhism promotes the idea of self-compassion, kindness and respect for all forms of life including oneself. It emphasizes the 
interconnectedness of all beings, hence suggesting that being kind to oneself is also being kind to others. Plus, according to the 
teachings of Buddha, suffering comes from attachment and negative self-perceptions. Therefore being gentle and kind to oneself is an 
important way to alleviate these perceptions, cultivate a peaceful mind and create a more compassionate outlook towards other beings 
as well. 
 
The disagreement with this mindset may come from the Zen focus on non-duality and the view that the self is not separate from 
others. Zen Buddhism emphasizes the realization of non-self (Anatta), stating that the idea of a separate, independent self is an 
illusion. From this perspective, prioritizing kindness towards oneself as being as important as kindness toward others could be seen as 
upholding a dualistic perspective - that is, maintaining a separation between self and others. Moreover, Zen Buddhism also includes 
understanding and accepting suffering as a part of human condition which might be misunderstood as not being kind to oneself. 
However, this is more about fully encountering reality as it is without avoidance or denial. 
 
Frankl's theory, known as logotherapy, suggests that our primary motivational force in life is not pleasure, as Freud proposed, but the 
pursuit of what we find meaningful. He emphasized the importance of self-care and setting personal boundaries as part of this process. 
 
By taking care of ourselves physically, emotionally, and mentally, we are better able to focus on what gives our lives purpose and 
meaning. Self-care gives us the strength and resilience needed to pursue our goals and fulfill our potential. 
 
Setting and respecting personal boundaries is equally important. These boundaries protect our self-esteem and help us maintain our 
self-respect. They allow us to stand up for ourselves and protect our time, our emotions, and our energy. They act as a filter, shielding 
us from harm and making sure we spend our resources—whether they be time, emotional energy, physical energy, etc.—in ways that 
align with our values and our self-defined purpose. 
 
Therefore, Frankl would likely argue that self-care and setting boundaries are critical for mental health and finding meaning in life. 
Without these practices, it would be nearly impossible to stay focused on our pursuits and protect the space and resources we need for 
our goals and passions. Ultimately, this respect for ourselves, our health, and our personal boundaries enables us to live more authentic 
and meaningful lives. 
  



Adaptability and Resilience: The ability to accept constructive criticism and the capacity to bounce back from failures or setbacks 
represents this theme. It evolves around growth mindset and emotional strength 

Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring Mindset Shift  
1. "I understand that failures 
are part of the growth process, 
and I am willing to learn from 
my mistakes." 
2. "I accept constructive 
criticism with an open heart, as 
it aids me in bettering myself." 
3. "Change is necessary for 
evolution, so I accept and adapt 
to changes without feeling 
overwhelmed." 
4. "I have the ability to bounce 
back from setbacks, and I 
believe in my capacity to 
survive any adversity." 
5. "In times of difficulty, I will 
remind myself of my resilience 
and my ability to overcome." 
6. "I won't let failures define 
me. Instead, they will shape my 
strength and character." 
7. "I know that my worth is not 
determined by my mistakes, but 
by my ability to learn and grow 
from them." 
8. "Challenges are 
opportunities for growth, I will 
embrace challenges and not 
fear them." 
9. "I acknowledge my mistakes 
and take responsibility for 
them. This is how I grow and 
become better." 
10. "I am adaptable in the face 
of adversity; I believe in my 
abilities to navigate through 
any situations." 

1. "I understand that constructive 
criticism is not personal, but a 
tool for my personal growth and 
development."  
2. "Every setback is a setup for a 
comeback. I view failures as 
opportunities to learn and grow."  
3. "I have the resilience to bounce 
back from challenges and 
setbacks. They do not define me 
or my potential."  
4. "I adapt to situations knowing 
that change is the only constant in 
life."  
5. "I am not afraid to fail; failure 
teaches me valuable lessons and 
shapes my resilience."  
6. "I recognize the power of 
adaptability and its role in my 
personal and professional 
success."  
7. "In the face of adversity, I 
choose to be resilient and 
maintain a positive perspective."  
8. "I acknowledge and validate 
my feelings during challenging 
times to maintain my emotional 
health."  
9. "I continuously work on 
enhancing my emotional strength, 
knowing that it will serve me in 
overcoming obstacles."  
10. "Embracing a growth mindset, 
I am always ready to adapt, learn, 
and rebuild in every circumstance 
of life." 

1. Proverbs 15:31-32: "Whoever heeds life-
giving correction will be at home among the 
wise. Those who disregard discipline despise 
themselves, but the one who heeds correction 
gains understanding." 
2. Proverbs 19:20: "Listen to advice and accept 
discipline, and at the end you will be counted 
among the wise." 
3. James 1:2-4: "Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything." 
4. Romans 5:3-5: "Not only so, but we also 
glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. And hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us." 
5. 2 Corinthians 4:8-9: "We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; 
struck down, but not destroyed." 
6. Proverbs 24:16: "For though the righteous 
fall seven times, they rise again, but the wicked 
stumble when calamity strikes." 
7. Philippians 4:13: "I can do all this through 
him who gives me strength." 
8. Hebrews 12:11: "No discipline seems 
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 
and peace for those who have been trained by 
it."  
[] These passages encourage a mindset of 
adaptability, resilience, and growth, even in the 
face of criticism, failure, or various struggles. 

Frankl developed a therapeutic method that involved identifying a purpose in life to feel optimistic about and then immersivity 
imagining that outcome. His theories put a lot of emphasis on finding meaning in life. He believed it's not about what we expect from 
life but what life expects from us. 
 The theme of emotional strength and growth mindset is a testament to our resilience. It involves learning from failures, 
setbacks, and criticism and using these experiences as stepping stones to achieve more significant outcomes. Frankl's experiences 
taught him that life always gives us chances to grow and learn, and through these opportunities, we find our purpose and meaning in 
life. 
 The capacity to accept constructive criticism is a key to our growth. It allows individuals to understand their weaknesses, thus 
creating a growth mindset that builds on those weaknesses to enhance personal development and self-improvement. Likewise, 
bouncing back from failures or setbacks represents resilience, another crucial factor in emotional strength. 
 Maintaining this growth mindset and emotional strength allows us to constantly evolve, learn, and develop, enabling us to 
discover more meaningfulness in what we do. With each failure, setback, or criticism, we deepen our ability to find meaning in life, 
thus connecting us to the core of Frankl's belief in the importance of finding purpose. Therefore, through these experiences, 
individuals can pursue their unique purposes in life, giving them a sense of fulfillment and happiness. 
  



Personal development and growth: This theme revolves around the idea of continuous learning, self-improvement, and striving for 
one's best. The aim here is not only to achieve more but to become a better, more well-rounded individual. 

Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 
1. "I am proud of the progress 
I have made in my personal 
development journey, I am not 
where I used to be and that's a 
good thing." 
2. "Every day, I am becoming 
a better and stronger version 
of myself." 
3. "I embrace my 
imperfections as they are part 
of my personal growth." 
4. "It's understandable to make 
mistakes because each one is a 
steppingstone to my 
development." 
5. "I am committed to 
learning, growing, and 
becoming the best version of 
myself." 
6. "Learning and growth are 
continuous, I am patient with 
myself on this journey." 
7. "It's reasonable to not know 
everything, I am learning and 
improving every day." 
8. "Even though I may face 
challenges, I am becoming 
stronger and more equipped to 
handle them." 
9. "I accept myself as I am 
now, knowing that I am on a 
path of self-improvement." 
10. "I am grateful for the 
opportunity to grow and 
develop, I embrace the 
journey with all its ups and 
downs." 
 

1. "Every day is an opportunity 
to learn something new and 
grow as a person." 
2. "I aim to expand my 
knowledge and abilities to 
become the best version of 
myself." 
3. "I want to take care of me, 
because self-care is not selfish, 
but necessary."  
4. "My past mistakes are not 
failings, rather learning 
opportunities that have 
contributed to my growth." 
5. "It is understandable not to 
be perfect, real growth comes 
from accepting and overcoming 
our imperfections."  
6. "While my goals are 
important, I will not sacrifice 
my health in the pursuit of 
achieving them." 
7. "I am a work-in-progress, 
always growing, learning and 
developing." 
8. "I am not defined by what 
others think of me, I determine 
my worth and potential." 
9. "Seeking professional help is 
not a sign of weakness, but 
rather an effort towards self-
improvement. Styling input" 
10. "Even in the face of 
adversity, I believe in myself 
and my abilities. Difficulties 
and setbacks are lessons in 
disguise." 

1. Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me." This verse emphasizes the 
unlimited potential we have for personal growth and 
self-improvement when we rely on Christ's strength and 
teachings.  
2. Psalm 119:105 - "Your word is a lamp for my feet, a 
light on my path." This emphasizes the idea of learning 
and guidance. 
3. Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths 
straight." This tells us to trust God's goodness and 
teaching for growth. 
4. Philippians 3:13-14 - "Brothers, I do not consider that 
I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus." This passage 
shows us the theme of striving for one's best and self-
improvement. 
5. Romans 5:3-5 - "Not only so, but we also glory in 
our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope." This verse emphasizes perseverance 
and personal growth through trials. 
6. 2 Corinthians 13:9 - "For we are glad when we are 
weak and you are strong. And this is what we pray, that 
you may become perfect." This encourages the aim of 
becoming a better individual. 
7. 2 Peter 3:18 - "But grow in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory 
both now and forever! Amen." This verse encourages 
continuous learning and growing in faith.  
8. Proverbs 1:5 - "Let the wise listen and add to their 
learning, and let the discerning get guidance." Proverbs 
encourages wisdom and learning.  
9. Ephesians 4:22-24 - "You were taught, with regard to 
your former way of life, to put off your old self, which 
is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made 
new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new 
self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness." This encapsulates personal development and 
expand your uniqueness, while respecting others.  

Self-caring 4. "My past mistakes are not failings, rather learning opportunities that have contributed to my growth." However, Frankl 
might also disagree on a nuanced level. While he acknowledges the role of failures as potential learning opportunities, he would also 
emphasize the responsibility and freedom of each individual to decide their own perspective on their past mistakes. In other words, it's 
not so much that the mistakes inherently contribute to growth, but that the individual finds meaning and a growth opportunity in them. 
 Frankl could also arguably place more emphasis on one's future and the meaning one wants to create, rather than on their past 
and the mistakes they've made. He believed that while we cannot change our past, we can always choose our attitude toward it, and 
make decisions in the present and for the future that give our life meaning. In this context, he might not fully agree with the focus on 
past mistakes, as he might suggest that growing from mistakes also involves letting go of the past and focusing on the future.   

Finally, Frankl might challenge the absolute nature of the statement. He would argue that not all mistakes lead to growth. 
Some mistakes could result in negative consequences that impede growth, especially if the individual doesn't take responsibility for 
these mistakes or learn from them. Frankl would argue that growth comes not just from mistakes themselves, but through conscious 
learning, reflection, and the development of attitudes that promote resilience and self-improvement.  



Self-Improvement: Positivity and Optimism - This theme highlights the power of a positive mindset and positive thinking. It centers around the belief 
that a positive attitude can lead to better outcomes, heightened self-efficacy, and the ability to see challenges as opportunities rather than setbacks. 

Non-Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. "Success is the result of perfection, 
hard work, and persistence." 
2. "Failures are just stepping stones to 
success." 
3. "Every challenge you face is an 
opportunity to grow." 
4. "Nothing worthwhile comes easy, so 
don't give up when it's hard." 
5. "There is no such thing as a bad day, 
only bad moments that we let ruin our 
day." 
6. "The sky is not the limit, your mind 
is." 
7. "Obstacles don't block the path, they 
are the path." 
8. "If you believe you can, then you're 
halfway there." 
9. "The only time you fail is when you 
fall down and stay down." 
10. "There is no problem that cannot be 
overcome with persistence." 
11. "Your biggest competitor should 
always be yourself." 
12. "Believe in yourself and you will be 
unstoppable." 
13. "Trust in your journey, even when the 
road seems hard." 
14. "In life, you're the artist; make your 
plans your masterpiece." 
15. "Remember that curveballs aren't 
setbacks but opportunities to hit it out of 
the park." 
16. "Your mindset determines your 
reality." 
17. "The only thing standing between you 
and your dreams is your fear of failure." 
18. "Bigger the risk, greater the success." 
19. "It's never too late to start over. If you 
weren't happy with yesterday, try 
something different today." 
20. "Life is all about evolving. Don’t stay 
in situations that hinder your growth." 

1. "I am enough just as I am, and I 
embrace my journey towards personal 
growth and self-improvement." 
2. "I approach every obstacle with a 
positive mindset, transforming it into 
an opportunity for learning and 
development." 
3. "I accept myself unconditionally, 
recognizing my worth not determined 
by the approval of others, but by my 
own self-love and acceptance." 
4. "I see every challenge as a stepping 
stone towards greatness; I am capable 
and prepared to overcome anything 
that comes my way." 
5. "I believe in myself and my ability 
to succeed; I am guided by optimism 
and positivity as I navigate my path 
to success." 
6. "I embrace my unique qualities and 
perspectives, knowing they are what 
make me special and crucial for a 
diverse, balanced world." 
7. "Every rough patch is temporary, 
and my resilience empowers me to 
strive forward with an optimistically 
unwavering spirit." 
8. "I am my biggest cheerleader, 
always supporting and encouraging 
myself to keep going, even when 
times are tough." 
9. "I am resilient and look towards the 
future with optimism, knowing that 
whatever happens, there will always 
be opportunities for growth and 
success." 
10. "With a compassionate heart, I let 
go of past mistakes and forgive 
myself, recognizing the power of 
transformative growth that lies in 
every misstep." 

1. Practicing Mindfulness: Taking time to focus on 
the present moment can help cultivate a more 
positive and optimistic mindset. This can involve 
simple actions such as deep breathing exercises, 
meditation, or simply taking a moment to appreciate 
the world around you. 
2. Regular Exercise: Physical activity has been 
shown to boost mood and overall well-being. 
Scheduling regular exercise not only prioritizes your 
physical health but also promotes a positive attitude. 
3. Daily Gratitude: Choosing to express gratitude 
each day, perhaps by writing down three things 
you're thankful for, can help shift your perspective 
to a more positive one. 
4. Positive Self-Talk: Actively working to replace 
negative thoughts with positive statements can help 
build a more optimistic outlook. 
5. Setting Personal Goals: Creating and striving 
towards personal objectives can boost self-
confidence and foster a more positive outlook about 
the future.  
6. Healthy Nutrition: What we eat significantly 
impacts our mood. Routinely consuming a balanced, 
nutrient-dense diet can lead to increased energy 
levels and improved overall mood. 
7. Keeping Good Company: Surrounding yourself 
with positive, optimistic people inspires you to do 
the same. Their attitudes and perceptions can 
influence your own. 
8. Embracing Failures as Learning 
Opportunities: Instead of dwelling on your 
mistakes, choosing to see them as opportunities for 
growth can keep you optimistic and motivated.  
9. Self-Care Activities: Regularly engaging in 
activities that you enjoy or that help you relax, such 
as reading a book, listening to music, or taking a 
warm bath, can improve your mood and reduce 
stress. 
10. Regular Sleep: Prioritizing good sleep hygiene 
can work wonders in maintaining a positive 
mindset. Regular, quality sleep helps to regulate 
mood, improve concentration, and boost overall 
health. 

Positivity and Optimism - This theme highlights the power of a positive mindset and positive thinking. It centers around the belief that a positive 
attitude can lead to better outcomes, heightened self-efficacy, and the ability to see challenges as opportunities rather than setbacks. 
  
Frankl  believed that humans are motivated by a 'will to meaning,’ an inner pull to find a meaning in life. In Frankl's perspective, personal 
development and growth contributes significantly towards finding meaning in life. He would advocate that through the process of constant learning 
and self-improvement, one can find purpose and direction. This is because personal growth often involves overcoming struggles and hardships, 
which we can find meaningful. 
 
Furthermore, the process of striving to become a better person often involves deep self-reflection and introspection, during which one can identify 
what is truly important and meaningful to them. Principles, values, passions, which are discovered in this process, can further guide one's life, 
bringing a sense of purpose and fulfillment. 
 
Lastly, for Frankl, meaningfulness isn't just about personal accomplishments or personal growth, it is also about contributing to something bigger 
than oneself (being part of a community, contributing to a cause etc.). Therefore, personal development and growth can also be seen as a way to 
enhance one's potential to contribute effectively to society, therefore adding to one's sense of meaning.  



Self-Improvement: Positivity and Optimism 
Self-Compassionate  Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 

1. "I am strong enough to 
handle whatever comes my 
way." 
2. "Every experience in my 
life helps me to grow and 
learn." 
3. "I accept myself for who I 
am and cherish the uniqueness 
in me." 
4. "I am capable of achieving 
my goals and dreams." 
5. "I embrace challenges as 
new opportunities to learn and 
adapt." 
6. "I am proud of the progress 
I have made and excited for 
what's to come." 
7. "I have the power to create 
change and make a 
difference." 
8. "I accept myself with my 
flaws because they make me 
who I am." 
9. "I look forward to the bright 
future and cherish the 
present." 
10. "I am surrounded by 
positivity and I am committed 
to radiating positivity to 
others." 
 

1. "Every day brings new 
opportunities for growth and 
success." 
2. "I welcome challenges as they 
cultivate strength and resilience in 
me." 
3. "I believe in my ability to 
overcome obstacles and achieve my 
goals." 
4. "I am a worthy and capable 
individual deserving of happiness 
and success." 
5. "I choose to nourish my mind with 
positive thoughts and actions daily." 
6. "I trust in the journey, knowing 
that I am moving closer to my 
dreams." 
7. "I embrace each day with an 
attitude of gratitude and optimism." 
8. "I am proud of the progress I have 
made and excited for what's to 
come." 
9. "By being kind to myself, I am 
able to offer more honor and respect 
to others." (Value: I want to respect 
others.) 
10. "I choose to see the good in 
every situation, believing that each 
experience serves a purpose in my 
life journey." 

1. Jeremiah 29:11: "For I know the plans I have 
for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future." 
2. Proverbs 17:22: "A cheerful heart is good 
medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones." 
3. Romans 8:28: "And we know that in all things 
God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose." 
4. Philippians 4:13: "I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me." 
5. Isaiah 40:31: "But those who hope in the LORD 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not be faint." 
6. Proverbs 3:5-6: "Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and 
he will make your paths straight." 
7. Romans 15:13: "May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit." 
8. Psalm 46:1-3: "God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will 
not fear, though the earth give way and the 
mountains fall into the heart of the sea." 
9. James 1:2-3: "Consider it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance."  
10. Matthew 19:26: "With man this is impossible, 
but with God all things are possible." 

Compassionate statement 9. "By being kind to myself, I am able to offer more honor and respect to others." (Value: I want to respect others.) 
 
Zen Buddhism would greatly align with the essence of this statement as it emphasizes realizing our inherent Buddha nature within ourselves which 
incorporates kindness and compassion. The practice of mindfulness and meditation nurtures a sense of self-awareness and self-compassion, leading 
to better understanding one's emotions and actions. This kindness towards self that forms the foundation for extending genuine respect and honor to 
others. 
 
One possible disagreement might be in the concept of thinking of 'self' and 'others' as separate entities. Zen Buddhism revolves around the concept of 
interconnectedness and non-dualism. Zen teachings suggest that the dichotomy between self and others is an illusion, and everything is 
interconnected. The fostering of compassion should not stem from a place of 'self' but rather from the understanding of 'no-self' or 'emptiness', 
recognizing that we are all part of the same existence. This is a subtle difference in approach, but it does not negate the general compatibility of the 
statement with Zen teachings. 
 
Compassionate statement 9. "By being kind to myself, I am able to offer more honor and respect to others." (Value: I want to respect others.). Frankl 
might agree with the statement's emphasis on self-care. His psychological theory, known as logotherapy, underlines the fact that we need to pursue 
activities and establish values that give our lives meaning. In that vein, being kind to oneself can help maintain one's mental and physical health, 
which in turn enables one to treat others with honor and respect. This aligns with Frankl's belief in the significance of personal responsibility and 
freedom to find meaning in life. 
 
However, Frankl may take issue with how this statement could be interpreted as a form of self-centeredness. In his book "Man's Search for 
Meaning," Frankl famously argued that striving for meaningfulness, rather than happiness, should be life's primary drive. He saw self-transcendence, 
or the act of reaching beyond oneself and focusing on others, as crucial for finding meaning. If being kind to oneself becomes a goal in itself rather 
than a means to help others, it may contradict Frankl's notions of a fulfilling life. Thus, Frankl would likely emphasize that self-care should serve to 
foster our ability to provide value to others and to society overall, rather than serving as an end in itself. 
  



Learn from my mistakes 
Self-Compassionate Awareness   

1. "I believe in my ability to learn from mistakes 
and grow stronger." 
2. "I possess the power to make positive changes 
in my life." 
3. "I am deserving of love, kindness, and respect." 
4. "Every day is a new opportunity for 
improvement and success." 
5. "My past does not define me; it empowers me to 
make better choices in the present." 
6. "I am proud of the progress I make, no matter 
how small it may seem" (Principle 3 of Respect).  
7. "I am grateful for the unique talents and skills I 
have and will continue to use them to my 
advantage." 
8. "Today, I choose joy, positivity, and optimism, I 
know good things are on the horizon." 
9. "I am stronger than my challenges, and they 
serve as steppingstones to my growth and 
success." 
10. "I embrace all aspects of myself with love and 
understanding; this includes my strengths and 
aspects I consider flaws." 

1. Proverbs 24:16, "For though the righteous fall seven times, they rise 
again, but the wicked stumble when calamity strikes." 
2. Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through Christ who gives me 
strength." 
3. 1 John 4:16, "So we have come to know and to believe the love that 
God has for us. God is love, and anyone who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him." 
4. Lamentations 3:22-23, "The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness." 
5. Philippians 3:13, "Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead." 
6. Galatians 6:9, "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up." 
7. 1 Peter 4:10, "Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms." 
8. Psalm 118:24, "This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it." 
9. Romans 8:37, "In all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us." 
10. Psalm 139:14, "I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well." 

 Frankl believed that positivity and optimism allow us to better navigate life's challenges and find meaning even within suffering. A 
positive mindset enables us to view obstacles not merely as setbacks to be endured, but as opportunities for growth, development and 
learning.  
 
Frankl argued that the search for meaning is the primary human drive. When we approach life with an optimistic outlook, we open 
ourselves to a greater range of possibilities for finding that meaning. Confidence in our abilities (self-efficacy) motivates us to take 
action and make choices that align with our values and aspirations, potentially enhancing our sense of life's meaningfulness. 
 
In his book 'Man's Search for Meaning', Frankl emphasizes that even in the most adverse circumstances, one can still find meaning by 
adopting a positive attitude. He stated that "everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of the human freedoms—to 
choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way." 
 
Frankl believed that positivity and optimism help us to discover meaningfulness by empowering us to see challenges as opportunities 
and to make choices that align with our search for meaning. 
 
Self-compassionate statement 9. "I am stronger than my challenges, and they serve as steppingstones to my growth and success." 
 
Zen Buddhism might agree with this statement in the sense that it acknowledges the presence of suffering or challenges in life. 
According to Buddhism, suffering is a fundamental part of human existence, but it also offers opportunities for growth and 
enlightenment. The concept of challenges serving as steppingstones to growth aligns with the Buddhist belief in the path to 
enlightenment, where individuals grow and learn from their experiences. 
 
However, Zen Buddhism might disagree with the statement in its focus on strength and success. Zen Buddhism tends not to view life 
in terms of success or failure, or from a perspective of personal strength or weakness. Instead, it emphasizes acceptance, mindfulness 
and living in the present moment. The statement also implies a strong sense of self or ego ("I am stronger than my challenges") which 
Zen Buddhism teaches to let go of. In Zen, the concept of a fixed, separate self is seen as an illusion, and much of the practice is 
dedicated to seeing beyond this construct. 
 

Resilience and perseverance - This theme focuses on the ability to keep moving forward despite obstacles or setbacks, viewing them 
as opportunities for growth and resilience. It underscores the importance of dedication, resilience, tenacity, and endurance in achieving 
one's goals. 
  



Persistence: Index 7 
Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 
1. "Even though this task is 
challenging, I believe in my 
ability to persist and overcome 
it." 
2. "I accept that failure is a part 
of growth and does not define 
my potential." 
3. "I am resilient, always capable 
of bouncing back stronger in the 
face of adversity." 
4. "I will not let odds deter me; 
Instead, I will use them as 
steppingstones to my success." 
5. "Even if the journey is long 
and hard, I trust my resolve and 
the strength of my endurance." 
6. "Every setback is a set up for 
a comeback. I choose to rise 
stronger each time." 
7. "I extend compassion and 
understanding to myself when 
things don't go as planned." 
8. "I see challenges as 
opportunities to learn and grow. 
My spirit remains unbroken." 
9. "I possess the tenacity to face 
any obstacle and ultimately 
overcome it." 
10. "No matter how many times 
I fall, I will always pick myself 
up and keep moving forward." 

1. "I acknowledge this challenge, 
but I know I'm stronger than the 
obstacles I face." 
2. "Every setback in my life has 
only made me stronger. I won't be 
beaten this time either." 
3. "Each day, I am making 
progress towards my goals, 
irrespective of the complexities." 
4. "I cultivate resilience by 
exhibiting patience, learning from 
my mistakes, and continuously 
moving forward." 
5. "I am learning and growing 
with every challenge that I 
encounter." 
6. "Persistence is my path to 
success. With each step, no matter 
how small, I am closer to my 
goals." 
7. "Challenges are only 
temporary. I am confident in my 
ability to prevail." 
8. "Every step I take out of my 
comfort zone only serves to make 
me stronger." 
9. "Temporary setbacks can't 
derail my long-term progress. I 
remain focused on my journey." 
10. "With patience, perseverance, 
and endless dedication, I am 
capable of achieving my 
objectives, no matter the 
obstacles." 

1. James 1:12 - "Blessed is the one who perseveres 
under trial because, having stood the test, that 
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord 
has promised to those who love him." 
2. Romans 5:3-4 - "Not only so, but we also glory 
in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; 
and character, hope." 
3. Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up." 
4. 2 Timothy 2:12 - "If we endure, we will also 
reign with him. If we disown him, he will also 
disown us." 
5. 1 Corinthians 16:13 - "Be on your guard; stand 
firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong." 
6. Hebrews 12:1 - "Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that 
so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us." 
7. Isaiah 40:31 - "But those who hope in the LORD 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they 
will walk and not be faint." 
8. Matthew 24:13 - "But the one who stands firm to 
the end will be saved." 
9. Philippians 3:14 - "I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus." 
10. 1 Peter 5:10 - "And after you have suffered a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you."  

 Frankl asserts that it's not the situations or circumstances that define us, but how we react to them. Resilience and perseverance, according to 
Frankl, allow individuals to encounter difficulties and obstacles with fortitude and grit, and consequently discover the meaning they are 
searching for. They pave the way for personal growth, self-understanding, responsibility, and ultimately, meaningfulness. 
 Furthermore, he suggests that every individual's search for meaning is unique and personal. Hence, the process of resilience and 
perseverance allows us to unravel our own unique meaning, which isn't possible without enduring hardships. In his book, "Man's Search for 
Meaning," Frankl says, "What is to give light must endure burning." This exemplifies his belief that struggling, facing adversities, and 
overcoming them are integral to the discovery and understanding of life's purpose and meaning.  
 Frankl believes that these virtues give us the power to turn suffering into achievement, and tragedy into triumph, which ultimately 
imbues our life with a deep sense of meaningfulness. 
  
Mindset 6. "Persistence is my path to success. With each step, no matter how small, I am closer to my goals." 

Zen Buddhism would agree with the focus on mindfulness and attentiveness to the present moment that is implied in this mindset. 
In Zen, every moment and every action, no matter how small, is seen as an opportunity for awakening and gaining insight. This could be seen 
as analogous to moving closer to one's goals in a persistent way. The idea that nothing is too small or insignificant, especially if it is done 
with mindful attention, would resonate. 
 Also, Zen values the cultivation of discipline and the ability to patiently endure through difficulties. In this way, the emphasis on 
persistence in the mindset could be considered in line with Zen teachings. 

However, Zen Buddhism may take issue with this mindset as it seems to conceptualize life and success as a linear path with a clear 
end goal. Zen instead emphasizes the importance of the here and now, and tends to discourage striving or grasping after future states or goals. 
The focus is more on the process itself rather than the outcome. 
 Zen would also caution against attachment to such goals. Being overly attached to specific outcomes (like success) might lead to 
suffering, especially if those goals are not met.  
 Overall, while Zen would support the persistence and attention to the small steps in our journey, it reminds us to not lose ourselves 
in the fixation of achieving specific goals but enjoying and learning from the journey itself. 
Assertiveness: reflects communication: This theme emerges as a core component of expressing one's thoughts effectively. Good, clear, 
and respectful communication allows for understanding and minimizes the potential for conflict.  

Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 



1. "I accept my feelings and express 
them respectfully, even if they're 
different from those around me." 
2. "I give myself permission to not have 
all the answers and understand it's 
understandable to ask for clarity." 
3. "I acknowledge and appreciate the 
strength it takes to voice my thoughts 
and opinions." 
4. "It is sensible for me to express how I 
feel, even if it leads to disagreement. My 
feelings are valid." 
5. "I treat myself with kindness by 
honoring and celebrating my individual 
voice, understanding the importance of 
expressing it." 
6. "I am not always going to get it right. 
I allow myself to make mistakes as I 
learn to navigate difficult 
conversations." 
7. "I teach myself to listen first before 
reacting.”  
8. "I understand that I can't control 
others' reactions or behavior. It's crucial 
for me to hold my space and 
communicate my message with 
compassion and clarity." 
9. "I affirm that I am a work in progress 
and promising myself to continually 
improve my communication skills." 
10. "I am doing my best, and that's 
enough. It's reasonable to take breaks 
when communication becomes 
overwhelming." 

1. "I understand that we may have 
differing perspectives, but I value your 
opinions and would like to hear them." 
2. "Let's ensure we have a clear 
understanding of each other's 
viewpoint to prevent 
misunderstanding." 
3. "I am going to take some time to 
process what you've said before 
responding to give a thoughtful reply." 
4. "I am open to feedback and 
constructive criticism as it helps me to 
grow and improve." 
5. "I want to convey my thoughts with 
clarity and respect; please let me know 
if any clarification is needed." 
6. "Today has been emotionally 
draining for me; would it be 
understandable if we continue this 
conversation another time?" 
7. "I would appreciate it if we can 
discuss this issue calmly and 
constructively." 
8. "I want to resolve this issue 
amicably with you because I highly 
value our relationship." 
9. "I appreciate the trust and openness 
in our conversation; it helps me 
understand your perspective better." 
10. "I believe that having regular, 
honest dialogues can help us 
strengthen our communication and 
prevent potential conflicts." 

1. Ephesians 4:29: "Let no corrupting 
talk come out of your mouths, but only 
such as is good for building up, as fits 
the occasion, that it may give grace to 
those who hear." 
2. Proverbs 15:1: "A soft answer turns 
away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger." 
3. James 1:19: "Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every person be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;" 
4. Colossians 4:6: "Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone." 
5. Proverbs 25:11: "A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in setting 
of silver." 
6. Proverbs 18:21: "Death and life are 
in the power of the tongue, and those 
who love it will eat its fruits." 
 
7. Matthew 12:36-37: "But I tell you 
that everyone will have to give account 
on the day of judgment for every 
empty word they have spoken. For by 
your words you will be acquitted, and 
by your words you will be 
condemned." 
These passages underline the 
importance of mindful, respectful, and 
wise communication, emphasizing the 
power that our words hold. 

 
Frankl posited that the search for meaning ranks highest in human motivation. Communication, in his view, forms an 
essential part of this search. Through communication, individuals articulate their thoughts, emotions, experiences, and 
interpretations of the world – expressions which can give life individually defined meanings. We also gain insights from 
others through effective and respectful communication, shared experiences, stories, and perspectives that can further 
shape and enrich our understanding of life’s purpose. 
 
Furthermore, Frankl believed in the therapeutic potential of authentic dialogue. He proposed that open, genuine 
communication can foster self-understanding and confront existential anxieties, thus enhancing personal growth and the 
achievement of meaningful existence.  
 
Lastly, Frankl’s notion of the "existential vacuum" – the feeling of emptiness and meaninglessness – can be combated by 
creating connections with others, which is facilitated through good communication.  
 
Thus, according to Frankl, communication is not only a means to convey information, but also a pathway to comprehend 
one’s place within the world, connect deeply with others, and ultimately, discover meaningfulness in life. 
  



Standing up for one's value while also acknowledging and respecting the values of others  
Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift Ancient Wisdom 

1. "I possess the right to voice my 
opinions and beliefs, while 
recognizing the same right in 
others." 
2. "My feelings and needs are 
valid and worth expressing. I will 
do so with respect and 
consideration for others." 
3. "I have the strength to assert 
myself when necessary, while 
staying aware of the needs and 
feelings of others." 
4. "While it's important to stand 
for my ideal, it's equally 
necessary to respect other 
people’s values and beliefs." 
5. "I am deserving of respect and 
fairness in my relationships, just 
as others deserve the same from 
me." 
6. "My emotions and thoughts are 
important, and I can express them 
assertively. At the same time, I 
know others have the right to feel 
and think differently." 
7. "I have the right to say no or 
disagree with others, while being 
mindful to do this in a way that 
doesn't disrespect their rights or 
feelings." 
8. "It is sensible to ask for what I 
need or want, and to expect others 
to respect those needs. But I also 
respect that others can disagree or 
have their own needs and wants." 
9. "It is important to me to stand 
up for what I believe in, while 
remaining open to the beliefs of 
others." 
10. "I will assert myself and 
protect my rights, but I will also 
respect and acknowledge the 
rights of others." 

1. "I want to voice my 
opinions, and I respect your 
right to voice yours even if we 
do not agree." 
2. "I have the right to be 
treated with respect, and I also 
respect and value the rights of 
others." 
3. "My feelings are important 
and valid, as are yours, and 
each of us should be able to 
express them freely yet 
respectfully." 
4. "I deserve to have my 
boundaries respected, as I 
respect the boundaries of 
others." 
5. "I want to say 'no' when I 
need to, and I understand and 
uphold your right to do the 
same." 
6. "I stand up for my beliefs 
and values, while recognizing 
and respecting the different 
beliefs and values of others." 
7. "I want to make decisions in 
my best interest, as I 
acknowledge each person's 
right to do the same." 
8. "I have the right to have my 
needs met, and I respect your 
right to address your needs 
too." 
9. "I can recognize and 
acknowledge when I am 
wrong, just as I expect others 
to do when they are wrong. 
We both have the right to 
make mistakes and learn from 
them." 
10. "Please respect my privacy 
as I do yours, understanding 
your right to have your 
personal space." 

1. Proverbs 31:8-9: "Speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights 
of the poor and needy." 
2. Matthew 5:38-42: "You have heard that it was said, 
‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do 
not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the 
right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And if 
anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand 
over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with them two miles. Give to the one who 
asks you, and do not turn away from the one who 
wants to borrow from you." 
3. Matthew 7:12: "So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 
Law and the Prophets." 
4. Ephesians 4:26: "In your anger do not sin. Do not 
let the sun go down while you are still angry." 
5. James 1:19-20: "My dear brothers and sisters, take 
note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 
to speak and slow to become angry, because human 
anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires." 
6. Galatians 6:5: "For each one should carry their 
own load." 
7. 1 Peter 3:15-16: "But in your hearts revere Christ 
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who 
speak maliciously against your good behavior in 
Christ may be ashamed of their slander." 
8. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: "Love is patient, love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres." 
[] The passages above reflect the principles of 
respecting and acknowledging the rights of others, 
assertiveness, emotional intelligence, and maintaining 
the balance in expression oneself without infringing 
others' rights. 

Mindset 1. "I want to voice my opinions, and I respect your right to voice yours even if we do not agree." 
 
Frankl was a strong proponent of freedom of thought and respect towards individual differences. He would likely agree 
with mindset 1 because he believed in the importance of individuals having the freedom to express their thoughts and 
ideas. In his book "Man's Search for Meaning", Frankl emphasized that one of the few things the Nazis couldn't take away 
from him was his ability to choose his attitude and thoughts. 
 
However, Frankl might disagree with elements of mindset 1, depending on the way it is practiced. His theory of 
Logotherapy suggests that life has meaning under all circumstances, even the most miserable ones and that our main 
motivation for living is our will to find meaning in life. He might disagree if the voicing of one's opinions becomes a 
means of imposing one's perspective without seeking to understand the other, or if it seems to prioritize personal 
satisfaction over the search for meaningful dialogue or contributions to the wellbeing of others. Frankl emphasizes a 
responsibility to life and to seek its inherent meaning, not just to express personal viewpoints without careful 
consideration.  



 Conflict Resolution: Dealing with issues at hand without diverging from the topic or resorting to personal attacks is a crucial skill in 
conflict resolution. This theme highlights the importance of maintaining focus, fairness, and objectivity to find solutions. 

Self-Compassionate Awareness Self-Caring Mindset Shift 
1. "I am capable of handling disputes with understanding 
and patience." 
2. "I will listen and respond with fairness and objectivity, 
keeping the focus on the issue at hand." 
3. "Even when the discussion gets heated, I will try to keep 
my frustrations in check and avoid resorting to personal 
attacks." 
4. "I may sometimes struggle but I am capable of managing 
conflict healthily and effectively." 
5. "I am open to differing perspectives, as they can help me 
see a situation more clearly." 
6. "It's understandable if I don't always have the answers, the 
goal of conflict resolution is dialogue and understanding." 
7. "I have the right to express my thoughts and feelings in a 
respectful manner, and I will do so." 
8. "I am open to compromises, and I will try to find middle 
ground because it's ok not always to stand my ground." 
9. "I know how to differentiate between personal and 
professional issues, and won't allow one to affect another." 
10. "I acknowledge that maintaining objectivity can be 
difficult, but it is an effort worth making for the sake of 
resolving conflicts in the best possible way." 

1. "I understand your viewpoint and I respect it; however, I 
have a different perspective." 
2. "It's important for me to resolve this issue without 
resorting to personal criticisms." 
3. "I will approach this conversation with an open mind, 
focusing on the issue, not on personalities." 
4. "We both want what's best, let's find a solution that makes 
us both satisfied." 
5. "I hear what you're saying, let's figure out how we can 
address this problem together." 
6. "Let's focus on the issue at hand rather than drifting into 
irrelevant topics." 
7. "Your feelings are valid and so are mine, let's work 
towards a solution that respects both." 
8. "I prefer to have a constructive conversation about this, 
addressing the problem, not attacking each other." 
9. "Let's agree to disagree on some points for the sake of 
resolving this issue." 
10. "We are working towards a common goal, it's essential 
that we resolve this dispute in a fair and respectful way." 
 

Attitude 7. "I have the right to express my thoughts and feelings in a respectful manner, and I will do so."  
 
Frankl believed deeply in the need for open communication. He would therefore likely agree with attitude 7. He would strongly agree with the 
sentiment that everyone has the right to express their thoughts and feelings, and doing so in a respectful manner is beneficial for maintaining healthy 
relationships and connections with others. 
 
However, Logotherapy, which emphasizes the concept of meaning in life, personal responsibility, and the freedom to choose one's responses to life's 
challenges. While Frankl would agree with the concept of expressing oneself in a respectful manner, he might add that the primary focus shouldn't 
solely be on expressing one's feelings, but also on finding meaning and purpose from those feelings and experiences. 
 
Frankl might also suggest that the responsibility for how one's expression is received and understood doesn't lie solely with oneself. Through 
logotherapy, he emphasizes that we can't always control what happens to us, but we can control how we respond. Similarly, we can't control how 
others interpret or react to our expressions, even if conveyed respectfully. 
 
Lastly, while Frankl would agree that individuals have the right to express their feelings, he may challenge the assumption in attitude 7 that one has 
an inherent "right" to anything. His experiences during the Holocaust led him to believe that rights come with corresponding duties. Thus, he might 
reframe the attitude to "I choose to express my thoughts and feelings respectfully, understanding that this freedom comes with the duty of considering 
how my words may impact others."  
 
In any case, it would be critical to address individual perspectives and situation, as Frankl considers every human being unique and irreplaceable. 
  
Zen Buddhism would generally agree with this statement, as it promotes truthful and compassionate speech. Zen Buddhists believe in maintaining 
right speech—one of the eight paths. This involves avoiding harmful language such as lying, harsh words, slander, and gossip. It emphasizes using 
our words to promote understanding and harmony among people. Therefore, expressing thoughts and feelings respectfully aligns with Zen Buddhist 
teachings. 
 
However, on the other hand, Zen Buddhism stresses on mindfulness and awareness of the present moment, often encouraging silence and 
introspection over vocal expression. It underlines the notion that not all thoughts and feelings need to be expressed externally but can be understood 
and resolved internally. This philosophy also promotes non-attachment to thoughts and emotions, recognizing them as temporary and changing 
elements of our existence rather than definitive truths. 
 
Moreover, Zen teachings express that words and thoughts can often be limiting and may not fully capture the essence of our true nature or reality. 
Zen considers direct experience to be a more beneficial form of understanding. So, while respectful communication is valued, it's also accepted that it 
may not completely convey one’s experiences. 
  



I can handle conflicts  
Self-Compassionate Assertive – focused Ancient Wisdom 

1. "I am capable of handling 
this conflict in a dignified and 
respectful manner." 
2. "Even though this situation 
is challenging, I trust in my 
ability to navigate it 
effectively." 
3. "I understand that while I 
may not agree with the other 
party, I can still respect their 
perspective." 
4. "I am able to differentiate 
between the person and the 
issue at hand; I will non 
address personal traits but 
focus on resolving the 
conflict." 
5. "By maintaining my 
emotional composure, I am 
able to facilitate a fairer and 
more productive 
conversation." 
6. "I recognize that holding 
onto resentment will only 
prolong this conflict. Instead, I 
choose understanding and 
empathy." 
7. "Even in the face of 
disagreement, I can still honor 
myself and the other parties 
involved." 
8. "I am capable of being 
assertive while still being 
respectful and compassionate 
in my communication." 
9. "I embrace the challenge of 
this conflict and view it as an 
opportunity for growth and 
understanding."  
10. "I am committed to 
finding a solution that is fair 
and agreeable for all parties 
involved." 

1. "Our goal here is to address 
the issue at hand, and not to 
attack each other's character." 
2. "I understand that we may 
have differing viewpoints, but I 
remain committed to finding a 
fair and rational solution." 
3. "I want to  stay focused on the 
topic; it's important for us to 
resolve this matter objectively 
and respectfully." 
4. "Let's treat this as a problem 
to be solved together, rather than 
a battle to be won by one side." 
5. "Regardless of how we feel 
personally, let’s focus on the 
facts and the possible solutions 
to this problem."  
6. "In the spirit of fairness, let's 
make sure we both have the 
opportunity to express our 
thoughts and feelings." 
7. "I respect your feelings and 
perspective, and I also want my 
feelings and perspective to be 
equally respected." 
8. "My aim here is not to win an 
argument, but to reach a 
consensus and resolve this 
conflict in the healthiest and 
fairest way possible." 
9. "We must stop blaming each 
other and instead start analyzing 
the situation objectively to create 
a joint solution." 
10. "Let's remember to care for 
each other's feelings as we 
navigate this disagreement. We 
are working toward the same 
goal: resolution, not hurt 
feelings." 

1. Matthew 7:5: "You hypocrite, first take the log out 
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
the speck out of your brother’s eye." This can be 
interpreted as promoting the need to view matters 
objectively and take responsibility for oneself in a 
conflict. 
2. Matthew 18:15: "If your brother or sister sins, go 
and point out their fault, just between the two of you. 
If they listen to you, you have won them over." In this 
verse, the importance of handling a conflict privately 
and directly with the individual involved is 
highlighted, thus focusing on the issue, not the person. 
3. Proverbs 15:1: "A gentle answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger." This passage 
emphasizes the need to address conflicts with care, 
promoting calm and reasonable dialogue. 
4. Ephesians 4:29: "Let no corrupting talk come out of 
your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, 
as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who 
hear." This underscores the need to communicate in a 
constructive and uplifting manner, rather than 
resorting to personal attacks. 
5. Colossians 3:13: "Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you." It's a 
reminder to forgive and focus on resolution, not 
resentment. 
6. James 1:19: "My dear brothers and sisters, take note 
of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to become angry." It promotes patient, 
thoughtful communication and caution against rash 
words or actions in conflict. 
7. Proverbs 17:14: "Starting a quarrel is like breaching 
a dam; so drop the matter before a dispute breaks out." 
“Proverbs” advices avoiding pointless argumentation 
and focusing on resolving issues at hand. 
8. Romans 12:18: "If it is possible, as far as it depends 
on you, live at peace with everyone." This verse 
encourages attempts at peace and resolution of 
conflicts whenever possible. 
[] These verses provide guidance that promotes 
focusing on the issue at hand, maintaining fairness and 
objectivity in conflict resolution. 

 1. "I am valuable and my opinions matter. It is crucial that I articulate my viewpoints effectively and respectfully." 
2. "In order to foster a positive outcome, I must prioritize active listening and open communication." 
3. "Being calm and composed in the face of conflict is my strength. This allows me to think rationally and arrive at fair 
decisions." 
4. "Let's focus on the problem at hand, rather than on personal differences or past arguments." 
5. "I understand that everyone has unique perspectives. I value diversity of thought and am willing to compromise on mutual 
terms." 
6. "I acknowledge my emotions but I will not let them skew my judgment. I am competent to separate personal feelings 
from factual arguments." 
7. "I am committed to finding a solution that is beneficial for everyone involved. This means being diplomatic, manageable 
and respectful during discussions." 
8. "I am not perfect; mistakes happen. However, I am focused on learning from my errors and making positive changes." 
9. "I will refrain from making personal attacks and belittling others in a conflict. Instead, I'll focus on the issue itself." 
10. "Maintaining a respectful and constructive dialogue in times of conflict is essential for my own emotional well-being 
and for the overall health of the relationships involved." 

  to find solutions. 



In terms of Frankl's views on conflict resolution, he would likely believe that dealing with issues in a focused, fair, and objective 
manner contributes to finding life's meanings. This is because when we navigate conflict in this way, we are acting in accordance with 
a higher, positive purpose, rather than being driven by lower, destructive impulses like anger, revenge, or stubbornness.  
 
Furthermore, resolving conflicts in a mature and balanced way helps us to grow personally and develop virtues like patience, 
understanding, and forgiveness. These virtues enrich our lives and contribute to our sense of purpose and meaning. Finally, successful 
conflict resolution often leads to better relationships and a sense of peace and harmony, which are important aspects of a meaningful 
life.  
 
So, in summary, Frankl would believe conflict resolution skills help us discover meaningfulness as they enable to live out positive 
virtues, develop better relationships and create a more peaceful life. 
 
Frankl believed sincerely in the power of meaningful dialogue and respectful conversation. "I understand your viewpoint and respect 
it; however, I have a different perspective" would be seen as adhering to this principle. It acknowledges the viewpoint of others while 
establishing one's perspective, which is essential for substantial dialogue. 
 
Regarding "I need to resolve this issue without resorting to personal criticisms," Frankl would probably value this commitment to 
respectful conversation without resorting to ad hominem attacks or personal criticism. 
 
Frankl's principles also emphasize the potential for personal growth in every individual. "I will approach this conversation with an 
open mind, focusing on the issue, not on personalities" aligns with Frankl's belief that each person has the capacity for change. This 
approach, focusing on the content rather than the person, is a catalyst for productive dialogue. 
 
Frankl's philosophy is not just about individual meaning, but also about the shared pursuit and construction of meaning. "We both 
want what's best, so let's find a solution that makes us both satisfied and helps us discover meaningfulness" encapsulates this essential 
aspect of his thought. It underscores the idea of working together, creating a solution that is beneficial and meaningful for both parties, 
fostering a sense of unity and shared purpose. 
 
Aelf-compassionate statement 2. "Even though this situation is challenging, I trust in my ability to navigate it effectively." 
 
Zen Buddhism would likely agree with this statement in a sense that it appreciates accepting challenging experiences as part of life, 
and encouraging resilience and understanding in response to suffering. It agrees with the idea of overcoming challenges through 
wisdom, mindfulness and concentration. 
 
However, Zen Buddhism might disagree with the statement on the basis that it implies a sense of self-reliance and autonomy. Zen 
teachings often point towards the non-self or the emptiness of inherent existence. So, the trust in "my ability" might not fully resonate 
with Zen teachings as it may imply an ego-driven approach. Also, Zen would usually focus on the present moment without making 
assumptions or projections about one’s ability or the outcome. Zen emphasizes on the process and doing, rather than the end result 
itself. 
 

Self-respect begins with accepting our uumanness  

The most profound mystery is what Daodejing means by positive space emerging from negative space and understanding 
the relationship between that emergent positive and the primordial. 

The Daodejing, also known as the Tao Te Ching, is a fundamental text for philosophical and religious Taoism that offers 
spiritual guidance and wisdom.  

When the Daodejing refers to 'positive space emerging from negative space,' it could be interpreted as yin and yang, the 
duality central to Taoist philosophy - the concept that all things and phenomena have complementary, contrary, 
interdependent aspects. Here, 'negative space' can be seen as the void or non-being (yin: passive, dark, feminine accepting 
of what is given- ) and the 'positive space' as the entity or being (yang: active, light, masculine - giving). 

"Understanding the relationship between that emergent positive and the primordial" likely refers to comprehending how 
these dual aspects (yin and yang) emerged from the primordial Tao. The Tao is the source of everything in the universe 
and transcends our understanding of dichotomies (like being non-being or positive and negative). 

This 'deepest mystery' could be the incomprehensible Tao itself and how the myriad of things in the universe manifested 
from it, embodying yin (negative space) and yang (positive space). Ultimately, it calls for understanding the complex and 
profound interplay between the dual aspects of reality and their origins in the Tao.  



However, the Daodejing is known for its paradoxical and enigmatic nature, so its passages can be subject to multiple 
interpretations. The understanding can also vary based on individual perceptions. 

1. What is the range of meaning of Dao? How are they related to one another? How is the dao different from the 
Confucian tian? 

In the context of Chinese philosophy, "dao" (also spelled "Tao") is a complex and multifaceted term with several 
interconnected meanings. At the most basic level, dao can mean "path" or "way." In a broader sense, it can refer to the 
"way" one conducts oneself in life or the path that the universe follows. It is also an underlying principle or law governing 
the cosmos. 

In the context of Daoist philosophy, the force behind all existence is often viewed as naturalistic, dynamic, and constantly 
changing. Human language can't fully express or understand it. It's something to be experienced or realized via intuitive 
understanding instead of intellectual reasoning. 

Some of Daoism's meanings are related in that they all lead back to the idea of the "way"—be it the way individuals 
should behave, the way the universe naturally operates, or the way to achieve harmony and balance in life. They also 
share a focus on spontaneity, naturalness, and simplicity. 

On the other hand, in Confucian philosophy, "Tian" is often translated as "Heaven" and is conceptualized as a personal 
force with a moral order. It's seen as a higher power that rewards good and punishes evil and a source of moral guidelines 
for humans. Confucius depicted Heaven as a source of authority that could be known through rites and rituals, reflecting 
a more anthropocentric and less abstract view of the transcendental compared to Daoism.  

In essence, while the Dao is impersonal and naturalistic and can't be fully described or comprehended, Tian in 
Confucianism is a personal, moral force that gives guidelines for human behavior. Thus, they represent different aspects of 
Chinese thoughts on spirituality, cosmology, and morality. 

 

Why is the issue of relativity so important? What is achieved by focusing on binaries instead of on particular poles of 
those binaries? 

 

The issue of relativity is important because it is fundamental to our understanding of the physical world and universe at 
large. Albert Einstein's Theory of Relativity revolutionized the understanding of space, time, and gravity. Relativity shows 
that the same physical laws do not lead all observers unless they are in a particular reference frame. Thus, it's important to 
understand many natural phenomena, like the bending of light, the dilation of time, or the behavior of objects in space. 

 

In many fields of study, such as critical theory, sociology, or philosophy, binaries often form basic categorical distinctions, 
such as male/female, right/wrong, or black/white. However, focusing solely on one pole of the bipartite structure limits 
understanding the relation, dependency, and interaction between these two poles constituting the binary. Focusing on 
binaries instead of poles allows for a more systemic and relational understanding. It considers how we construct such 
dualities, how they interact, the power dynamics involved, and how they evolve. Moreover, focusing on binaries can help 
understand the complexity and intersectionality of different categories rather than simplifying it down to one or the other 
pole, thereby providing a more holistic view. 

What does word "valorization" mean?  

Valorization means to give or assign value or merit to something; to recognize or enhance its worth or importance. It may 
also refer to the act of stabilizing or increasing the price of a commodity by government action, for example, in agriculture 
or the arts. 

 

Q: "When the way is lost, virtue appears; when virtue is lost, kindness appears; when kindness is lost, justice appears." 
Remember that "the way" is spontaneous behavior by nature – mean?  



 

This phrase represents a philosophical view of human behavior or actions and the progression or evolution when we stray 
from our natural state of being—or "the way". When we lose our inherent and spontaneous connection with nature or "the 
way", we turn to moral principles or "virtue" to guide our actions. However, when virtue is lost, and moral principles no 
longer guide us, we turn to kindness, a more basic, instinctual sense of human compassion and decency. If even kindness 
is lost, the last resort is justice—rules and laws enforced by society to ensure fair treatment. So, it elicits the idea that the 
further we get from our natural state, the more structured and stringent our guiding principles become. 

“intrinsic values” are more pragmatic than extrinsic 
value, 12 

Confirming Your Humanness, 9, 10, 11, 12 
Ellis, 8, 9 
Frankl, 11 
Real butterflies do more than just fly, 8 
Stereotypical thinking, 10 



 

Accepting the world unconditionally is better than denying and depreciating the world (reality)  

Claim: to deal with life demands and discover meaningfulness, you want to be aware of the five principles of 
reality.  

Acceptance of reality is a hallmark of maturity, necessary to discover meaningfulness in your life.  These five 
principles reciprocate with each other and are interdependent.  I am proposing five principles of reality: 

1. Principle of Complementary Opposites(complementariness) 
2. Principle of Consequence 
3. Principle of Choices 
4. Principle of Control 
5. Principle of Confirming your humanness (Principle of Confirmation)   

(#1) Principle of Complementary Opposites (Inevitable Opposites): For there to be an “up” – there needs to be a 
“down.”  You cannot have a front without a back.  You cannot have light without darkness.  Because you cannot have a 
positive without a negative, these opposites have consequences.  
Counter Productive to this 
principle: People are either perfectly 
good or people are “absolutely evil.” 
If you feel down, you will feel down 
for the rest of your lives.  If things are 
going well, then you think you are 
just lucky and everything will go to 
pieces.  

Consequences: This type of thinking 
could lead to rigid dichotomous 
thinking.  When you divide the world 
in “either or” terms, you are not 
seeing the world accurately.    

Coherent: When you realize the 
world is dynamic and is always 
changing, you know that every 
situation you face each day has some 
value because there is “good” “bad” 
neutral in every situation.  

(#2) Principle of Consequences: Every action you take has a consequence, positive or negative.  Consequences apply 
to everyone.  If you are alive, you experience consequences. 
Counter Productive: Emotional 
problem solving- If you get mad at 
people, you think they’ll change as 
you wish them to change. Rewarding 
people spoils people and punishing 
people makes them better.   

Consequences: You think things 
seem never to work out for you - 
things never go your way.  You often 
have feelings of helplessness and 
hopelessness.  Punishing people 
usually involves bitterness.  

Coherent: Consequences apply to 
everyone.  You know there are 
positive and negative consequences.  
Consequences naturally happen.  
Personal costs are how you view 
those consequences.  

(#3) Principle of Choices:  Since the “principle of opposites exists,” you have choices.  Once you are here on earth, 
you cannot help but to choose.  Even when you don’t choose, you are choosing not to choose.  You may not choose the 
color of your hair at birth, but you can as an adult shave it off, color it, wear a hat all the time, or accept your hair color.  
With every choice you make, empirically, you have various reasons for that choice, you have responsibilities that go 
along with that choice, and there are repercussions with each choice.   
Counter Productive: I only have one 
emotional choice.  You think you can 
do anything you want because you 
have a choice to take advantage of 
others; you have a choice to feel 
miserable; depressed, or you can 
become enraged because you feel like 
it, etc.   

Consequences: When you don’t have 
a sense of choice, you feel you can’t 
do anything about your situation.  You 
feel you don’t have any freedoms or 
rights.  You often give up because you 
believe you can’t do anything about 
your circumstances – other than suffer 
in silence.   

Coherent - With every choice, you 
make, you have new freedoms and 
new responsibilities. You can choose 
between responsible choices or 
irresponsible choices, and those 
choices result in meaningless 
challenges or meaningless challenges.  

(#4) Principle of Control (Self-Determination): Since you have choices, you control your own thoughts.  You cannot 
control other people’s thoughts because you cannot negate the principle of choices.  No one can control your thoughts.  
There is a difference between controlling someone and influencing someone.  When you try to control others, you are 
demanding that things must go your way!  When you influence people, you use reason, logical, consequences, reward, 
etc.  When you demand that other people must not act like fallible human beings, you are denying their humanness 
Counter Productive: If people 
would listen to you, then you 
wouldn’t feel so miserable.  If people 

Consequences: If you over focus on 
yourself, you become self-absorbed.  
Your best interests turn into 

Coherent: Persistent and 
determination are good ways to 
approach your lives, but will power 
does not always work and there are 
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didn’t act stupidly, then you would 
never feel unhappy.   

selfishness or self-centeredness.  You 
become over confident.  

other resources in your world that you 
need to engage to be successful.  

(#5) Principle of Confirming your Humanness: Because the principle of control and  self-determination, urges, 
impulses, drives, needs, etc. cannot control you.  The principle of “humanness” states that you act like a human because 
you are human.  You can only be what you are – human, who is made up of animal nature (biological; physical drives), 
your psychological nature (emotional and intellectual) and your spiritual nature (going beyond your self-centeredness 
and selfishness).  The principle of humanness you know that you are human because you don’t act like a saint but once 
in a while, you can behavior saintly; you also you can act like a devil.  You can be selfish and aggressive.  You can act 
saint-like or devil-like but you cannot deny the fact that you are human.  
Counter Productive: You think you 
should never make a mistake because 
there are people who are great and 
successful.  You think, “why can’t 
you be like other successful 
people…why you are so abnormal?”  

Consequences: Because you have 
urges and impulses you don’t like, 
you feel pushed around by internal 
tensions.  When you believe you are 
controlled by your biological urges, 
you feel you can’t do anything about 
your situation, and you believe you 
don’t have a sense of choice.  You see 
your life is one-dimensional – always 
going down.  

Coherent: Yes, there are good things 
about the world as well as bad things 
but your humanness makes you who 
you are.  You can embrace your 
humanness; you believe you can then 
embrace your sense of uniqueness and 
your sense of humanity.  

 

 

 

The five principles of reality are sequential.  Without recognizing these fundamental principles of complementary 
opposites and disregarding the principle of consequences, your sense of choice would be diminished.   Without a healthy 
sense of choice, your sense of self-control would be unhealthy and result in anxiety, depression, excessive anger, 
etc.  Denying these principles, you would either perceive yourself as lacking self-control or be obsessive in an attempt to 
compensate for your limited sense of choice. 

 

The first principle is complementary opposites, which states that you cannot have a front without a back.  You cannot have 
light without the dark.  For there to be an up – there needs to be a down.  Complexity model contends that each element 

Principle of 
Complementary  

Opposites 

Principle of 
Consequence

Principle of 
Choices

Principle of 
Control

Principle of 
Confirmation
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on earth depends on each other, forming a unified whole.  For instance, you can’t have water without two hydrogen 
molecules and an oxygen molecule – one hydrogen molecule won’t do it.  Lao Tzu, over 2,500 years ago, recognized this 
fundamental idea and said that “misery is what happiness rests upon, and happiness is what misery lurks beneath. [Tao Te 
Ching chapter 58].  You cannot have a first without last because “First and last follow each other. [Tao Te Ching chapter 
2].  You have a piece of wood, but you do not have a table or a chair. You then create the chair. Lao Tzu believed “What is 
and what is not create each other [Tao Te Ching chapter 2].   

 

When you believe people are either perfectly good or absolutely evil, you set yourself up not to appreciate reality,, which 
results in not accepting certain parts of the world.  When you believe, “If you feel down, you will feel down for the rest of 
your lives.  If things are going well, you think you are just lucky for now, and later on - everything will go to 
pieces.”  When you do not accept the inevitable opposites in the world, you are less mindful and unaware of your sense of 
intentionality.  This type of thinking could lead to rigid dichotomous thinking.  When you divide the world in “Either Or” 
terms, you are not seeing the world accurately.    

                

The second principle of reality states that every action has consequences.  These opposites have consequences because 
you cannot have a positive without a negative (complementariness).  The second principle is that every action you take has 
consequences, positive or negative.  If you are alive, you experience consequences.  When you realize the world is 
dynamic and changing, you know that every situation you face each day has some value because there is “good” and 
“bad” in every situation, and good actions and evil actions have positive and negative consequences regardless of the 
goodness or badness of the situation.   This principle contends that consequences apply to everyone.  You cannot think of a 
person who has never experienced a negative consequence and who has not suffered.  You are all imperfect, fallible, and 
broken, so there will be consequences.  If you are alive, you experience consequences.  In fact, consequences prove you 
are alive in an ever-changing world.  Consequences naturally happen.  Personal costs are how you view those 
consequences.  Accepting or ignoring consequences is a choice you all make.  Consequences are different from 
punishment.  If you get mad at people, you think they’ll change as you wish them to change (emotional problem solving).  

  

Many people falsely believe that rewarding people spoils people and punishing people makes them better.  Consequences 
exist because of the inter-dependency of the Principle of Inevitable Opposites. Lao Tzu stated, “Sometimes gain comes 
from losing, and sometimes loss comes from gaining [Tao Te Ching chapter 42]. You think things seem never to work out 
for you - things never go your way.  You often have feelings of helplessness and hopelessness.  Punishing people or 
yourself usually involves bitterness and harsh treatment. Consequences naturally happen, whereas punishments are 
typically imposed on you – hopefully by a higher power.  When you deny or ignore consequences and refuse to see how 
you respond to those consequences, your sense of choice, your self-awareness, your aliveness, your attitude of your 
ongoingness, and your ability to accept yourself, others, and the world unconditionally are diminished.   

 

Since the principle of contraries exists, how you respond to consequences is your choice. Therefore you cannot help but 
choose.  The third principle states that choices exist; even when you don’t choose, you decide not to choose.  You may not 
select the color of your hair at birth, but you can, as an adult, shave it off, color it, wear a hat, accept your hair color, 
etc.   Empirically, every choice you make has various reasons for that choice; you have responsibilities that go along with 
that choice, and there are repercussions with each choice.  With every choice you make, you have new freedoms and new 
responsibilities. You can choose between responsible or irresponsible choices, which result in meaningless challenges or 
meaningless challenges. You often give up because you believe you can’t do anything about your circumstances – other 
than suffer in silence.   

 

When you don’t have a sense of choice, you feel you can’t do anything about your situation.  Without a sense of 
opportunity, you cannot have a sense of choice. Without a “sense of possibility,” you feel like you don’t have any 

http://www.taoistic.com/taoteching-laotzu/taoteching-58.htm
http://www.taoistic.com/taoteching-laotzu/taoteching-58.htm
http://www.taoistic.com/taoteching-laotzu/taoteching-02.htm
http://www.taoistic.com/taoteching-laotzu/taoteching-02.htm
http://www.taoistic.com/taoteching-laotzu/taoteching-02.htm
http://www.taoistic.com/taoteching-laotzu/taoteching-42.htm
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freedoms or rights.  If you feel you have rights, you often complain about people not allowing you to exercise these 
rights.  When you think you only have one emotional choice, you believe you can do anything you want because you feel 
you have to take advantage of others.  You don’t see yourself as having a choice to feel miserable or depressed, and you 
become enraged because you feel like it, etc.  Therefore, from your sense of choice, issues of control emerge.  

 

The principle of control and self-determination. People can influence your thoughts, decisions, and choices, but people 
cannot “control” your cognitive processes.  There is a difference between controlling someone and influencing 
someone.  Your concept of control implies you have power or authority to guide or manage resources.  Unfortunately, 
many confuse control with coercion, which is achieved by force or threat.  The idea of influence, is the capacity of causing 
an effect in indirect or intangible ways using reasoning, consequences, reward, etc.  Since you have choices, you choose 
what to focus on and ignore.  When you focus on controlling others, your self-awareness and concentration 
diminishes.  You realize that you cannot control other people’s choices, their ability to focus, and their thoughts because 
you cannot negate the principle of choices.  No one can control your thoughts. When you attempt to control others, you 
demand that things go your way!  When you influence people, you use reason and logic to point out possible 
consequences, rewards, etc.  When you demand that people not act like fallible human beings, you deny their humanness.  

Mold clay into a bowl. The empty space makes it useful. [Tao Te Ching chapter 11].  On the other hand, if you over-focus 
on yourself, you become self-absorbed (IAAM attitude).  Your best interests turn into selfishness or self-centeredness, 
leading to helplessness, apathy, or anger.  For example,  

 You become overconfident, and you have more conflicts with others. 

(#1) Principle of Inevitable Opposites: For there to be an “up” – there needs to be a “down.”  You cannot have a front 
without a back.  You cannot have light without darkness.  Because you cannot have a positive without a negative, these 
opposites have consequences.  
Counter Productive to this 
principle: People are either perfectly 
good or people are “absolutely evil.” 
If you feel down, you will feel down 
for the rest of your lives.  If things are 
going well, then you think you are 
just lucky and everything will go to 
pieces.  

Consequences: This type of thinking 
could lead to rigid dichotomous 
thinking.  When you divide the world 
in “either or” terms, you are not 
seeing the world accurately.    

Coherent: When you realize the 
world is dynamic and is always 
changing, you know that every 
situation you face each day has some 
value because there is “good” “bad” 
neutral in every situation.  

(#2) Principle of Consequences: Every action you take has a consequence, positive or negative.  Consequences apply 
to everyone.  If you are alive, you experience consequences. 
Counter Productive: Emotional 
problem solving- If you get mad at 
people, you think they’ll change as 
you wish them to change. Rewarding 
people spoils people and punishing 
people makes them better.   

Consequences: You think things 
seem never to work out for you - 
things never go your way.  You often 
have feelings of helplessness and 
hopelessness.  Punishing people 
usually involves bitterness.  

Coherent: Consequences apply to 
everyone.  You know there are 
positive and negative consequences.  
Consequences naturally happen.  
Personal costs are how you view 
those consequences.  

(#3) Principle of Choices:  Since the “principle of opposites exists,” you have choices.  Once you are here on earth, 
you cannot help but to choose.  Even when you don’t choose, you are choosing not to choose.  You may not choose the 
color of your hair at birth, but you can as an adult shave it off, color it, wear a hat all the time, or accept your hair color.  
With every choice you make, empirically, you have various reasons for that choice, you have responsibilities that go 
along with that choice, and there are repercussions with each choice.   
Counter Productive: I only have one 
emotional choice.  You think you can 
do anything you want because you 
have a choice to take advantage of 
others; you have a choice to feel 
miserable; depressed, or you can 
become enraged because you feel like 
it, etc.   

Consequences: When you don’t have 
a sense of choice, you feel you can’t 
do anything about your situation.  You 
feel you don’t have any freedoms or 
rights.  You often give up because you 
believe you can’t do anything about 
your circumstances – other than suffer 
in silence.   

Coherent - With every choice, you 
make, you have new freedoms and 
new responsibilities. You can choose 
between responsible choices or 
irresponsible choices, and those 
choices result in meaningless 
challenges or meaningless challenges.  

http://www.taoistic.com/taoteching-laotzu/taoteching-11.htm
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(#4) Principle of Control (Self-Determination): Since you have choices, you control your own thoughts.  You cannot 
control other people’s thoughts because you cannot negate the principle of choices.  No one can control your thoughts.  
There is a difference between controlling someone and influencing someone.  When you try to control others, you are 
demanding that things must go your way!  When you influence people, you use reason, logical, consequences, reward, 
etc.  When you demand that other people must not act like fallible human beings, you are denying their humanness 
Counter Productive: If people 
would listen to you, then you 
wouldn’t feel so miserable.  If people 
didn’t act stupidly, then you would 
never feel unhappy.   

Consequences: If you over focus on 
yourself, you become self-absorbed.  
Your best interests turn into 
selfishness or self-centeredness.  You 
become over confident.  

Coherent: Persistent and 
determination are good ways to 
approach your lives, but will power 
does not always work and there are 
other resources in your world that you 
need to engage to be successful.  

(#5) Principle of Confirming your Humanness: Because the principle of self-determination, urges, impulses, drives, 
needs, etc. cannot control you.  The principle of “humanness” states that you act like a human because you are human.  
You can only be what you are – human, who is made up of animal nature (biological; physical drives), your 
psychological nature (emotional and intellectual) and your spiritual nature (going beyond your self-centeredness).  The 
principle of humanness you know that you are human because you don’t act like a saint but once in a while, you can 
behavior saintly; you also you can act like a devil.  You can be selfish and aggressive.  You can act saint-like or devil-
like but you cannot deny the fact that you are human.  
Counter Productive: You think you 
should never make a mistake because 
there are people who are great and 
successful.  You think, “why can’t 
you be like other successful 
people…why you are so abnormal?”  

Consequences: Because you have 
urges and impulses you don’t like, 
you feel pushed around by internal 
tensions.  When you believe you are 
controlled by your biological urges, 
you feel you can’t do anything about 
your situation and you believe you 
don’t have a sense of choice.  You see 
your life is one-dimensional – always 
going down.  

Coherent: Yes, there are good things 
about the world as well as bad things 
but your humanness makes you who 
you are.  You can embrace your 
humanness; you believe you can then 
embrace your sense of uniqueness and 
your sense of humanity.  

 

Expanding our uniqueness refers to the process of individual development and self-discovery. Expanding our uniqueness 
involves finding our interests, strengths, weaknesses and desires to distinguish ourselves from others. It is about nurturing 
and growing our traits, skills, or attributes that make us different.  Confirming our humanness involves recognizing, 
accepting, and expressing characteristics and experiences universally shared among all humans, such as emotions, needs, 
aspirations, or physical and mental capabilities. It is about feeling connected to others, empathizing with them, and 
realizing that we are all part of the human race. 

 

 

Five Principles of Confirming Our Humanness: When we confirm our humanness, we recognize and affirm the 
characteristics, qualities, or values that make us human. We can confirm our humanness by expressing emotions, showing 
empathy, demonstrating creativity, seeking knowledge, or having the capacity for moral reasoning. It also means 
understanding our vulnerabilities and limitations and acknowledging our potential for growth and self-improvement. 

1. Complementary Opposites  
2. Consequences (have opposites – negative and positive consequences)  
3. Choices (how we respond to negative and positive consequences) 
4. Control (since we have choices, we control our focus and thinking) 
5. Confirming your Humanness (Recognizing these principle – conforms our humanness)  
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#1 Principle of 
Complementary Opposites: 
you can't have an "up" without a "down;" life 

has contradictions and is paradoxical (life 
has unsolvable conflicts) 

#2 Principle of Consequence: 
each moment has positive & negative 

consequences; each moment has 
opportunities (good-bad) and each moment 

has possibilities (helpful-hurtful)

#4 Principle of Control: 

 
 
One of the first realities that confront everyone is that you cannot have an “up without a down.”  You could not have an “in” without 
an out.”  Your concept of “dark” would be null if you never experienced “light.” In the first principle of reality, you want to learn 
how to accept that in life you have good things that happen to you and bad things happen to you.  This principle of complementary 
opposites proposes that with life you have death; with good time, you have bad times are a part of reality.  This leads to the second 
principles states that the first principle indicates you cannot have a positive without a negative, therefore each moment has positive 
and negative values and positive and negative consequences.  This second principle of consequences states that with each moment in 
your life you have opportunities that can be good or bad and each moment have helpful and hurtful possibilities.  For instance, you 
have the opportunity to go to the grocery store, but you have the occasion to buy healthy food or junk food.  With this opportunity to 
go to the store, you have various possibilities and consequences for your actions.  You may be able to anticipate some consequences, 
but how you respond to those consequences leads you to the third principle of choices.  
 
The third principle of reality states that you choose how you respond to the positive and negative consequences you face each day.    
  

Five Principle of Reality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Principle of Confirming your Humanness: you can only act, think, and feel human because you 
are human (you are prone to mindless acts), which means you cannot exist without having "up's" 
with "down's" throughout life

4. Principle of Control:  you don't like negative consequences; you control the intensity of your 
emotional and behavioral reactions; how you behavior reflects the degree of self-control you practice; 
self-control: you can be serious, persistent, practical-useful, and organized, but in other situations you 
want to be playful, tolerate disorder, creative, and carefree. 

3. Principle of Choices:  because of the principle of consequences - you have a number of possibilities 
and opportunities to choose from in your life; even when you don't choose, you are choosing (not to 
choose)

2. Principle of Consequence:  each moment has positive & negative consequences; each moment 
has opportunities (good-bad) and each moment has possibilities (helpful-hurtful)

1. Principle of Complementary Opposites:  you can't have an "up" without a "down;" life has 
contradictions and is paradoxical (life has unsolvable conflicts) 



6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



7 

 

Principles of Reality:  
You may not necessarily like the consequences you experience, but you want to learn to accept that consequences are a 
reality of life.   

 
Topic: Controlling others interferes with persistence: Persistent and determination is good way to approach your life, but will power 
always work?  Xx there are other resources in your world that you need to engage to be successful. 
 If people would listen to you, then you wouldn’t feel so 

miserable.  If people didn’t act stupidly, then you would never 
feel unhappy.   

Because the principle of control and self-determination, your urges, impulses, drives, needs, etc. cannot control you.  The principle 
of “humanness” states that you act like a human because you are human.  You can only be what you are – human.   
You can act saint-like or devil-like but you cannot deny the fact 
that you are human. You can be selfish and aggressive and you 
can be caring and kind (principle of opposites).   

You have biological; physical drives, you have psychological 
characteristics, such as emotions and intellect.  You have 
spiritual nature in which you are capable to go beyond your self-
centeredness.    

The principle of humanness states you know that you are human 
because you don’t act like a saint, but once in a while you can 
behavior saintly; you also you can act like a devil while you can 
act devilishly.  

 

 Because you have urges and impulses you don’t like, you feel 
pushed around by them.  When you believe you are controlled 
by your biological nature, you feel you can’t do anything about 
your situation and you believe you don’t have a sense of choice.  
You see your life is one-dimensional – always going down. 

You think you should never make a mistake because there are 
people who are great and successful.  You think, “why can’t you 
be like other successful people…why you are so abnormal?” 

 

  
Yes, there are good things about the world as well as bad things but your humanness makes you who you are.  You can embrace 
your humanness; you believe you can then embrace your sense of uniqueness and your sense of humanity. 

 
Acceptance: Reality (contradictions; consequences; choices; control; confirming your humanness, which is a contradiction) 
#1) Principle of Contraries (Inevitable Opposites):    
#2) Principles of Consequences:   
#3) Principles of Choices:  (Principle of Inevitability: Choices-Changes-Correction – when you give up your sense of choice, you 
fear changes and you believe you are incapable of correcting and controlling your behavior.)  
#4) Principles of Control and Self-Determination:  
#5) Principles of Confirming your Humanness:  
 

Confirming your Humanness  
You confirm your humanness when you experience your aliveness (Self-Realization Principle: making the external internal)  
Humanness: of, relating to, or characteristic of human; having human form or attributes; susceptible to or representative of the 
sympathies and frailties of human nature 
 
Intrinsic worth is better than extrinsic worth 
Worth: moral or personal value; the value of something measured by its qualities or by the esteem in which it is held 
 
When you focus on intrinsic values rather than extrinsic values, Albert Ellis believed you are more productive and constructive 
behaviorally.  The paradox is that you cannot have intrinsic values with internalizing extrinsic values.   
 
The problem you want to overcome is you want to accept extrinsic values you may not like while not being judgmental of your 
intrinsic values.  This struggle in which you all face proves you are alive and human.   
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For instance, if you dream, you are a butterfly, you often want to figure out if you are a butterfly dreaming that you are human being 
or you are a human dreaming that you are a butterfly.  When you are dreaming, you are a butterfly, you are usually doing one thing, 
such as flying.  Real butterflies do more than just fly.  
 
Butterflies know other butterflies because they have a desire to be with other butterflies and do the things butterflies do. Butterflies 
enjoy flying with other butterflies, but in your dream, you are not making a cocoon, not laying eggs, or you are not desiring what 
another butterfly desires.  The butterfly has intrinsic value, thereby knowing it is a unique.   You can assume that butterflies want to do 
things that other butterflies enjoy doing.  
 
You know that you are human because you are aware of your intrinsic value, and you realized you have a wide range of choices, 
which is common among other human beings.  
 
If you are human and you really wanted to be a butterfly, you probably wouldn’t like yourself very much.   You would become overly 
self-conscious, which is an unconscious desire to be free from the restrains of your social world.  If you wanted to be a butterfly, this 
may mean that you don’t accept yourself unconditionally.  You want to recognize that your sense of “good” depends on extrinsic 
values.  You could tell yourself, “I can only be happy if I have large colorful wings so you can engage the world.”   
 
If you wanted to be a butterfly and if you didn’t have to participate in the world with other humans, then you would be happier” 
because reality would not contradict your desires and distorted perception.  In this situation, you are not making your thoughts (I am a 
butterfly) and feelings (internal events) external.  Your self-realization comes about through engaging the world and other people 
emotionally.  Unfortunately, you your experiences of self-realizations do not interaction with your sense of self-actualization (making 
internal external), then you are not productive.  You are not creative in a constructive way; the process of actualizing is de-actualized 
(the external feels like it is controlling your internal feelings) and you will have a difficult time experiencing your intrinsic worth 
because you believe your worth is externally driven.  For instance, you believe you have worth and value if people approve of you, 
love you, or people are kind and respectful to you.    
 
 
 
Confirming Your Humanness #2:  
 
 When you are evaluating yourself based on extrinsic values, you enhance your self-consciousness and anxiety, which results in 
extreme evaluations, which means that you believe you have to have external events to experience actualizing internal values.  When 
you are overly self-conscious, you tend to shut yourself off from others and narrow your range of interests and enjoyments. When you 
limit your range of interests and enjoyments, you limit your sense of intrinsic value.  You may believe that the external world is just 
pushing you around, or you are overly dependent on others to bring you happiness you think you desire.  On the other hand, if you 
don’t limit your enjoyments and you have no boundaries, you can become overly self-centeredness about your concerns. These 
concerns could lead to fear of rejections, unhealthy envy, self-pity and/or excessive self-admiration because you have actually 
narrowed your range of focus.  A common feature of excessive focusing on the extrinsic is self-evaluation, which can be observed in 
devaluing behaviors and depreciating statements. When you use extrinsic values for your self-evaluation, such as other people’s 
approval, you will have great difficulty in accepting yourself, others, and the world unconditionally.  
 
When you devalue and demean yourself, others, and/or the world, you are inefficient because it interferes with interpersonal problem 
solving.  I see this efficiency (non-pragmatic; non-functional) as a means that places barriers to experiencing spiritual health and 
discovering meaningfulness in each moment; such as depression, unhealthy anger, anxiety, etc. When you cannot express your 
thoughts and feelings, you cannot actualize your internal values.  When you devalue others, you become self-centered rather than 
caring and showing concern in a confident manner.  You can’t see the other person point of view and you are not interested in solving 
the problem.  You over focusing on who is right and who is wrong rather experience what is right. You praise yourself for things that 
go well and you blame other people when things go wrong.  You organize facts of your world based on a self-serving bias.  It is true 
that excessive valuing or excessive devaluing leads to praise or blame.  As the Tao has shown- you cannot have blame without praise 
and you cannot have praise without blame.   Ellis believed that self-evaluation leads to “one-upmanship” or “one down-manship.”  
When you use “one-upmanship,” you think that your “goodness” will lead to positive rating or you tend to over focus on other 
people’s “badness.” When you use “one-down-manship,” you think that your badness leads to rating or focusing on others will be 
good for you.  This rating increases feelings of unhealthy envy and jealousy and decreases feelings of love and compassion and a 
genuine respect for others.  
 
Confirming Your Humanness #3:  
Placing extrinsic value on your humanness will sabotage your sense of self-control and self-determination (principle 4 of reality).  
Extrinsic value distorts your sense of freedom of will (Frankl) 
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which is the perceived freedom to make choices that are not determined by prior causes, because you are making the external to 
represent the internal.  Since your voluntary actions are significantly influenced by your heredity and environment, you do not have 
absolute self-direction and self-determination. Your thinking is influenced by your culture, family life, etc.   
  
To develop a healthy sense of self-determination, you don’t want to fall prey to over-generalizations.  When you make a 
generalization about yourself in which you believe you have identical characteristics of all other members of that group, you are using 
stereotypical thinking.  Stereotypical thinking can lead to illusory correlation. An illusory correlation is you see relationships between 
events that are actually unrelated.  For instance, you see two or three blond headed women make a traffic error, so you also falsely see 
a relationship between having blond hair and being stupid and making foolish errors in traffic.  You are inferring the color of the 
person’s hair will determine the person’s ability to make fewer or more traffic errors.  
 
Stereotypical thinking also leads to “blaming the victim,” which is your weak attempt to make the world fair.  For how can a “bad 
person” or an “idiot” determine, even to a small degree, what his/her future actions will be, and how can this person work hard at 
achieving his/her goals.  Illusory correlation and stereotypical thinking are clear examples of how you make the external an internal 
event, which leads to de-actualization. 
 
For example, you think all member of group are stupid idiots and because they belong to that group will always act unintelligent. 
Social Psychologists have shown you that “stereotypes” are resistant to change when you are not given new information. When you 
use stereotypical thinking, you become relatively immune to realistic, logical, and pragmatic arguments.  You, therefore, want your 
thinking to represent reality as best as you can, and if not, you will develop of cognitive distortions.  
 
 
Confirming Your Humanness #3:  
Placing extrinsic value on your humanness will sabotage your sense of self-control and self-determination (principle 4 of reality).  
Extrinsic value distorts your sense of free will, which is the perceived freedom to make choices that are not determined by prior 
causes, because you are making the external to represent the internal.  Since your voluntary actions are significantly influenced by 
your heredity and environment, you do not have absolute self-direction and self-determination. Your thinking is influenced by your 
culture, family life, etc.   
  
To develop a healthy sense of self-determination, you don’t want to fall prey to over-generalizations.  When you make a 
generalization about yourself in which you believe you have identical characteristics of all other members of that group, you are using 
stereotypical thinking.  Stereotypical thinking can lead to illusory correlation. An illusory correlation is you see relationships between 
events that are actually unrelated.  For instance, you see two or three blond headed women make a traffic error, so you also falsely see 
a relationship between having blond hair and being stupid and making foolish errors in traffic.  You are inferring the color of the 
person’s hair will determine the person’s ability to make fewer or more traffic errors.  
 
Stereotypical thinking also leads to “blaming the victim,” which is your weak attempt to make the world fair.  For how can a “bad 
person” or an “idiot” determine, even to a small degree, what his/her future actions will be, and how can this person work hard at 
achieving his/her goals.  Illusory correlation and stereotypical thinking are clear examples of how you make the external an internal 
event, which leads to de-actualization. 
 
For example, you think all member of group are stupid idiots and because they belong to that group will always act unintelligent. 
Social Psychologists have shown you that “stereotypes” are resistant to change when you are not given new information. When you 
use stereotypical thinking, you become relatively immune to realistic, logical, and pragmatic arguments.  You, therefore, want your 
thinking to represent reality as best as you can, and if not, then you will develop more cognitive distortions.  
 
Confirming Your Humanness #4:  
When you show honesty and sincerity, which are intrinsic traits, you have a better chance of constructing and discovering 
meaningfulness than if you use extrinsic traits such as lying and being insincere, disingenuous, and unauthentic to others. Lying and 
being insincere are outside events you do with other people.  When you lie, you are being insincere.  You are presenting yourself to 
the outside world in ways that do not reflect your internal values. It is not that you do not have freedom to change, but you are 
allowing the external to overcome your internal thoughts and feelings. You refuse to confront your rigid rules and irrational beliefs 
with another person.  You believe you are being over taken by your irrational beliefs and you avoid your responsibilities.  
xxxxxx 
When you act on intrinsic traits, you are working on being yourself (emotional integrity) because no matter what others think of you, 
you are being yourself – you are being true to yourself.  When you are authentic (your internal matches your external), you are not 
lying or being insincere to others. When you lie, you know you are not telling the truth. Your truth is internal – something you know, 
which others may not know. So, when you lie and cheat, you diminish trust with others. When you lie and cheat, you are only fooling 
yourself and nobody else. When you lie to yourself, you neither have freedom nor do you have the ability to see meaningfulness in the 
situation. Spiritual Health Counseling focuses on authentic moments, whereas, the Logo therapist focuses on how the process of 
searching for meaning leads to change.  
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(Lying to yourself by lying to others) 
(Confirms Your Humanness #4) (Injustices) Claim: If you think extrinsic value is more important than intrinsic value, then you have 
a greater chance of not seeing the injustices. //you do to others and the injustices you do yourself. /// When you reward and 
punishment others, your ability to learn, grow, and express your self-actualization becomes less.  For example, XXXX 
 
When the process of growth and development is decreased, your sense of individuality and freedom also diminishes.  Freedom, from 
an existential position, refers to the absence of external structure.  Without external structure (extrinsic), you can become lost and 
confused.  When you become lost and confused, you start imposing more external structure on your external structure, which results in 
less freedom and growth. The Spiritual Health Counseling perspective sees the actualizing process as making the internal external – so 
the structure (external) will match your internal (thoughts and feelings). 
 
 
Confirming Your Humanness #5 and your sense of choice:  Spiritual Health Counseling believe you arrive in this world with 
unlimited possibilities. You also arrive with a variety of influences that you have no control over.  You did not choose what country 
you were born in, the color of your eyes, the economic status of your parents, etc. You had no choice because the world has numerous 
possibilities.  With each choice, you have reasons for choosing, responsibilities that go with that choosing, and there are repercussions 
with that choosing. Just as you cherish your opportunities and possibilities, you cannot dictate what possibilities that world will have 
or give you.  The world has intrinsic value because of its possibilities and you have intrinsic value because of your possibilities.  These 
so-called possibilities could be external events, but you would have to be a more fecund imagination and a sense of productivity when 
you actualize the process of your internal becoming external, which is a Spiritual Health Counseling proposition.  Without a healthy 
sense of choice, you have great difficulty discovering meaningfulness.  Doubting is a choice because you see “doubt” as acceptable 
and doubt encourages you to search for alternatives.  Having a choice helps you to see that you are alive and it shows your limitations 
and strengths. Choices give you value, and you can appreciate and endure realities you don’t like. Choices help you see what is 
important and what is not important in your lives. 
 
Existential Process #6 Individualizing:  Frankl believed you discover meaningfulness by being aware of your irreplaceable. You are a 
unique “someone.”  You are significant and irreplaceable regardless of what people think of you or what happens to you. You are 
unique in the whole universe; the realities of your own lives cannot be taken away; your achievements are the harvest of your lives 
that cannot be lost; you belong to something bigger than yourself.  
xxxxx 
(Confirming Your Humanness #6) (Moral freedom is recognizing your range of choice good-bad; right-wrong; fair-unfair; 
responsible-blaming)  
Intrinsic values involve moral and ethical “goodness.”  
 
Ethical goodness is doing the right and healthy thing when other people are telling you to do wrong and unhealthy things. You can 
determine your sense of ethical goodness by the depth of being yourself, which is actualizing your internal to be external. In a limiting 
way, you can only give yourself a definition of yourself.  You are human if you have your own definition of yourself and by fulfilling 
those definitions, which if rigid or absolute could lead to de-actualizing.  By fulfilling your own definitions, you can define what 
properties you have fulfilled and what properties you have not.  You become conscious of yourself when you define yourself using a 
set of basic attitudes.  For example, if you believe you are worthless and you can’t do anything right, then you turned yourself into an 
abstract concept.  
 
The more aware of your definitions, the more conscious you are of yourself.  The more conscious you are of yourself, the more you 
define yourself and in turn evaluate yourself. The more you define yourself, the more intrinsic value you experience, but this would 
only be possible if the process of the internal becoming external was possible.  The more conscious you are, then the more you are 
aware that there is “good” and “bad” in every situation.  Although, your level of analysis may vary from microscopic to telescopic, 
you will see things differently depending on how you define things, which is an internal process. If you can define yourself, you also 
can re-define yourself. Ellis thought that if “you are only irreplaceable because you define yourself as irreplaceable.” There is no 
universal nature or concept of being irreplaceable.  
 
(How is re-defining different from de-reflection: be careful of exaggerated self-observation)/ Re-defining yourself, to have your 
rational beliefs to outweigh your irrational beliefs / / /// that expresses your feelings, would involve realistic and flexible thoughts (the 
rational) that could outweigh the unrealistic and rigid-extreme thoughts (the irrational).  In defining yourself, usually, leads to more 
conflict between your social environment (external) and your intrinsic goals. The Spiritual Health Counseling would see defining 
yourself too rigidly or extremely would lead to more hurtful interpersonal conflicts and de-actualization because you have not found a 
means to have your personal values (internal) not to conflict with your social values (external).  Sigmund Freud played out this idea of 
conflict in terms of your biological urges of life and destruction conflicting with your social values (super-ego).  Freud invented 
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abstract concepts to explain this conflict, but Spiritual Health Counseling see this conflict as your potentials that conflict with 
appropriate outlets in your social world.  
In Logotherapy, de-reflection is a technique to counteract a diagnosed hyper-intention (excessive striving for a goal of pleasure) or 
hyper-reflection (excessive attention to an unwanted condition). De-reflection helps people to ignore their symptoms and find meaning 
potentials in tasks that appeal to them and challenge them.  
 
(Confirm Your Humanness #6:) To have intrinsic value, you are unique – therefore infinite. You can think about the many 
possibilities and create more possibilities, so you have infinite possibilities when you know outside events cannot control inside 
events.  Outside events are finite and limited, whereas intrinsic values are infinite and are not limited. When you have more 
possibilities, you have a greater chance of solving your problems and enriching your lives. When you make the external (people’s 
approval or disapproval) internal, you limited your choices – thereby – limiting your responsibilities and freedoms.  When you blame 
people for your feelings (he pissed me off) you are making the external internal. The Existentialist would argue – you have freedom 
and responsibilities, so you have choices and those choices could be meaningful or meaningless.  
 
(Confirming Your Humanness #6) You cannot define the whole by its parts and you cannot define the whole by its parts.  You often 
base your extrinsic value on parts and you over look how important each part makes up the whole.  If you are good at A, B, and C, you 
need some work on D, E and F, and in all probability you will never master H, I, and J. Then how could you judge the sum of A, B, C, 
D, E, F, G, H, I, and J and how could you account with M, N, O, P, Q, etc…Growth does not occur by putting the pieces together. I 
believe that you put all the pieces together in the correct sequence, and then you think everything will work out. You grow from 
something, but you grow out of learning, respecting, and hoping you can learn to improve your lives.  This is a Spiritual Health 
Counseling belief.  
 
(Confirming Your Humanness and Contradict Existentialism #6): Spiritual Health Counseling believes  
 
“intrinsic values” are more pragmatic than extrinsic value  
 
because the more fully you are yourself, the better you are at your job, relationships, etc. For instance, if you married a person for 
his/her money and you married you because the other person can cook,  
 
You are assuming in that relationship – you could not be yourself and your spouse could not be your. You believe that when you act 
the “phony” (inauthentic; lying to yourself or lying to others), you spend too much energy of maintaining that phony façade. 
{{{{When your emotional and physical energy is used toward activities that do not serve your long-term goals, you over focus on and 
overestimate your extrinsic values and underestimate your intrinsic values.}}}}  
 
 
Confirm Humanism and   Proof 7: Spiritual Health Counseling believe that “intrinsic value” (the parts) is incomparably valuable in 
comparison to the whole (extrinsic; outside world). Spiritual Health Counseling believe that it is easy to give a global to the whole 
(extrinsic worth) and it is nearly impossible to give a global rating to the parts (intrinsic worth. No matter how many traits you have, 
you know about, or employ, it is very difficult and time consuming for you to discover all your characteristics and to use them in 
arriving at a single universal rating. When you rate the “whole of you,” you are forced to use extrinsic values to verify your beliefs. 
When you rate the “parts,” you have a greater chance of seeing your intrinsic value and you are open to new possibilities (new parts).  
 
 
Confirming Your Humanness Proof 8:  
Spiritual Health Counseling believes that “extrinsic value” and outside events depend on fulfilling an abstract concept of what “should 
be.”  Spiritual Health Counseling sees that there is a very thin line between an expectation and a demand. Spiritual Health Counseling 
believe that abstract concepts make you cross that line between a demand and an expectation easily and quickly.  You can’t measure 
intrinsic value (inside events) using extrinsic terms (outside events). For instance, you can say that you are worth $150, 000 because 
your home is worth $150,000. Your intrinsic worth is not identical with your economic worth (extrinsic worth). There is no real worth 
in $5 as there in $5,000,000 because the worth is not in the money but what you do with the money. The world has value because it 
has intrinsic value because you believe that anything that is unique has intrinsic value. The world also has intrinsic value because it 
exists and as stated proofs 1-8.  
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Accepting the Five C’s of Reality  
 

 
 
 
 

Applying the five C’s of Reality:  
 

Principle of Contraries: You cannot have a rational belief without having an irrational belief.  This demonstrates that there is 
not absolute state of being rational or being irrational, but you can say a belief cannot be rational and irrational at the same 
time because irrational beliefs exclude and contradict rational beliefs.  Therefore, you want to detect and dispute the 
irrational belief, while accepting you all have a tendency to think 
irrationally and negatively.  You can also conclude that you can 
strengthen your rational beliefs by making them more helpful, 
flexible, empirical, and logical.  

 

iB: People must be fair and considerate to me.  

rB: I want people to be fair to me but they don’t have to be fair and considerate.  

Unreasonable: Because I want people to be fair, it doesn't follow that they must be fair.  

Unrealistic: No person can be fair all the time.  

Impractical: demanding fairness will bring about fairness; working as a team and processing rules helps to make things “fair as 
possible.’  

Inflexible: being fair can be a subjective experience and rigidly holding onto your ideas will not make social situations fair.  

 

C1: Sometimes people I love will be fair and considerate and sometimes they can be unfair and inconsiderate.  When I 
demand that people be absolute fair and considerate, it is goes against human nature and reality.   

 

Complementary 
Opposites 

Consequence
s

ChoicesControl 

Confirming our 
Humanness

“Nobody ever did, or ever will, escape the consequences of 
his choices.”  Alfred A. Montapert 
 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/nobody_ever_did-or_ever_will-escape_the/222503.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/nobody_ever_did-or_ever_will-escape_the/222503.html
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Principle of Consequences: The principle of opposites states you cannot have a positive without a negative.  The principle of 
consequences states that every situation you face has positive and negative consequences, and consequences apply to 
everyone.  There are consequences to thinking irrationally and there repercussions in thinking rationally.   

iB: People must be fair and considerate to me.  

rB: I want people to be fair to me, but they don’t have to be fair and considerate.  

C2: There negative consequences for me demanding absolute fairness and total consideration.  There are positive 
consequences to my demanding, so I better identify them because they are strengthening and reinforcing my irrational beliefs 
and lead to increases distorted thinking.  

  

Principle of Choices: The principle of consequences states there are positive and negative consequences to every 
situation and consequences apply to everyone, which explicitly expresses that you cannot avoid or dodge consequences.  How you 
respond to those consequences is your choice.  
iB: People must be fair and considerate to me.  

rB: I want people to be fair to me, but they don’t have to be fair and considerate.  

C3: When someone chooses to treat me unfairly, I have a number of emotional choices, depression or sadness, anxiety or 
concern, unhealthy anger or healthy anger.  What beliefs I focus on will determine the level of health and the intensity of my 
emotional reaction.   

 

False Principles of Control and Self-Determination: Since… 

iB: People must be fair and considerate to me.  

rB: I want people to be fair to me but they don’t have to be fair and considerate.  

C4:  

Principles of Confirming your Humanness:  
iB: People must be fair and considerate to me.  

rB: I want people to be fair to me but they don’t have to be fair and considerate.  

C5:  

 

Confirming your humanness: accepting yourself as fallible and a broken human (can’t fix ourselves, we need help from 
others; );  
 

Reasons Responsible for… Repercussions  
Lacking Specificity and Mutiple 
Reasons: there are many reasons why 
something happens and many reasons 
why things don’t happen.   

Task specific: I can’t be responsible for everyone 
and everything because my beliefs evaluate my 
value-worth, my priorities in a careful manner.  

Concern: focusing on too many conseqeuences can 
lead to  anxeity and worry 
Over Confidence: ignoring consequences can lead to 
more self-defeating behaviors.  

Vague Boundaries and Multiple Causes: 
you live in a complex world and each 
person is unique and irreplaceable, which 
adds to the human race being complex 

Defined boundaries: responsibilities involves 
authority, who is answerable to whom; who has the 
power and authority is clearly stated and defined 

Adapt: helps you to learn from your mistakes and 
correct your mistakes 
Adjust: helps you to regulate your emotional reactions 
and behaivor.   

Simple: reasons are often simple – “I 
didn’t go to the store becaues I “forgot.”  
He can’t do anything right because he is 
stupid!  

Complex: have a number of known and unknown 
variables (Note: variables are things that change);  

 Confomrity: not thinking for yourself could lead to 
excessive conventionality 
Creativity: excessive creativity could lead to a lack of 
focus, rigid structure, and a lack of purpose. 
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Inflexible: Dogmatic Demands (musts, absolute shoulds, have 
to, go to) are irrational for the following reasons: 

Flexible: Non-dogmatic preferences - In which you 
acknowledge what you want, but you actively assert that you.do.
not.have to get what you want. They are rational for the following 
reasons:  

Reactive –Automatic: I only have to be concerned about myself 
(Self-Centeredness)  

Responsive: I.can.be.fair.and.just.with.myself.and.others¡..I.can.
be.sensitive.to.the.feelings.of.others¡..I.can.be.attentive.to.others?.
show.appreciation?.and.accepting.of.individual.differences 

Rigid beliefs are absolute in which you believe it is always 
necessary, true, logical, and helpful under all conditions and 
circumstances.  With rigid beliefs, there is an absence of 
exception and an absence of choice.   

With flexible beliefs, you have the possibility and opportunity for 
exceptions and a wide range of choices and consequences.  A 
rational belief cannot be flexible and rigid at the same time; 
flexible and rigid beliefs are not identical; and flexible beliefs 
contradict rigid beliefs.   

√ They are inflexible and extreme: I believe that under all 
conditions and circumstance I must have things my way.  It is 
inflexible because I am commanding that people must learn in a 
very specific way, and I can disregard how they learn, and they 
must have the same degree of willingness to take sense risks to 
learn something new or learn new behaviors as I do.  I am 
demanding and commanding what people must or must not do 
when I do not have direct control over the beliefs, thoughts, and 
values.  Closed mindedness  

√ Flexible beliefs are non-rigid:  
I want to get my way, but I can cooperate with others and still get 
what I need to get done.  Compromising and negotiating is a skill, 
and I want  
 
I want to be responsive as well as being receptive 
Open minded to new ideas and opinions; , 

√ They are illogical: A demand is made up of two components 
(1) non-rigid component (e.g. I want to do well”) and (2) a rigid 
component (“…therefore I must do well).  The latter does not 
logically follow from the former, since you logical cannot derive 
something rigid from something that is non-rigid.   

√ Flexible beliefs are logical: A non-dogmatic preference (e.g. I 
want to do well, but I don’t have to do well”) is made up of two 
non-rigid components that are logically connected since both 
are non-rigid.   

√ They are inconsistent with reality (false): if there were a law 
of the universe that stated that you absolutely must do well, 
then you could not fail to do well.  I would be impossible for you 
to fail.  This is obviously not true.   

√ Flexible beliefs are true: You can prove that your preferences 
are true, and it is also true that you do not have to have what you 
want. You can prove your preference are true because you are 
telling others what you want; it is also true that you do not have 
to have what you want (inference-assumptions-implication; the 
statement “I have to rich to be happy” can be disproved because 
there are lots of people who are not rich and very happy and 
there are rich people who are unhappy 

√ They generally yield poor results: While demands may have 
some positive results (e.g. they may be motivating), by and large 
most of the results yield are poor (e.g. they result in anxiety; 
thus, their motivating effect contaminated with anxiety and with 
the inefficiency that often goes with it). I am not being clear, 
precise, and accurate about what I really want, which leads to a 
breakdown in communication and creates more interpersonal 
conflicts.  

√ They generally yield good results: acceptance beliefs have 
one or two poor results (e.g. they may initially be less motivating 
than demands), by and large most of the results they yield are 
good (e.g. they result in healthy rather than unhealthy negative 
emotions if adversities are encountered, and are more 
motivating in the longer run).  Improves communication because 
you are clear, accurate (consistent with reality) and precise.   
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1. Duality: The theme of duality features prominently in the first principle, where the idea that there cannot exist an 
extreme without its opposite i.e., "up" without "down" introduces the concept of complementary opposites. This theme 
suggests that life is full of contradictions, paradoxes, and unsolvable conflicts which contribute to the richness of human 
experience.  
 
i. Paradox: The existence of complementary opposites in the universe creates paradoxes which the human mind struggles 
with - paradoxes and irrationalities that make the experience of life richer, deeper, and more complex.  
 

Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. The universe gave birth to the human 
mind, yet it is the same mind that fails to 
comprehend the infinite expanse of the 
universe. 
2. Despite an overwhelming array of 
information enabled by scientific 
advancements, humans still struggle to 
understand the origins of the universe, 
creating a paradox of knowledge. 
3. Our mind attempts to understand the 
concept of time, yet the universe operates 
on scales where time can compress and 
expand in ways our minds can't 
rationalize. 
4. The universe is vast and unending, yet 
our lives are confined to a tiny speck of 
dust spinning in this cosmic landscape. 
5. Humans continue to quest for order and 
logic but the universe continues to display 
random and chaotic phenomena. 
6. Existential paradoxes arise as the 
universe exhibits signs of design and 
laws, but concurrently seems indifferent 
and devoid of specific purpose. 
7. The universe fosters life in its myriad 
forms, but it also harbors elements and 
events that threaten the very existence of 
life. 
8. The universe gives an illusion of 
solidity when in fact, the majority of it is 
composed of empty space. 
9. Despite being a small part of the 
universe, humans can perceive and 
scrutinize its vastness and intricacies yet 
remain profoundly unaware of their own 
consciousness. 
10. Although humans have made 
scientific and technological 
advancements to explore space, their 
understanding paradoxically shrinks 
when faced with the unfathomable 
mysteries of the universe. 

1. "I acknowledge that the universe is vast 
and complex, beyond my full 
understanding, and that's okay." 
2. "I appreciate the mystery of the 
universe, understanding that it isn't my 
mission to decipher all its paradoxes." 
3. "I am content with what I can 
understand about the universe and accept 
what I cannot." 
4. "I understand the universe's 
irrationalities add to its beauty and I 
embrace that beauty without fully 
understanding it." 
5. "I experience the universe in my 
unique way and that adds richness and 
depth to my life." 
6. "I am human, and it's okay not to 
comprehend everything about the 
universe and paradoxes it presents." 
7. "I release the pressure to fully 
understand the universe, which allows me 
to dwell in wonder and awe about its 
intricate beauty." 
8. "I find peace in not knowing 
everything and respect the complexity 
and vastness of the universe." 
9. "I appreciate the mysteries the universe 
has to offer and accept them as part of my 
life's journey." 
10. "I am at peace with the paradoxes the 
universe presents, knowing their presence 
enriches my experience of life, even 
when they are beyond my understanding." 
 

1. "I will commit to understanding that 
complexities, paradoxes and 
irrationalities are integral parts of the 
universe, expanding my perception of 
reality and encouraging intellectual 
growth." 
2. "I will allow myself to feel fascinated 
by the paradoxes of the universe, using 
them as opportunities for exploration and 
learning, rather than feeling pressured to 
solve them." 
3. "I will practice mindfulness and 
meditation, to stay grounded and avoid 
getting overwhelmed by the uncertainties 
and paradoxes that life presents." 
4. "I will remember to take care of my 
physical and mental health, as even the 
grandeur and complexities of the universe 
do not outweigh the importance of my 
personal well-being." 
5. "I will strive to appreciate the beauty of 
the paradoxes in our universe, 
recognizing that they contribute to the 
richness and diversity of life." 
6. "I will strive to approach paradoxes 
and contradictions with humility and an 
open mind, understanding that they often 
yield richer and deeper understanding." 
7. "I will take time to reflect and 
contemplate the paradoxes and 
complexities of the universe, to not only 
understand them but also relate them to 
my life and my experiences." 
8. "Even when confronted with the 
seemingly irrational aspects of the 
universe, I will take care to maintain my 
rationality, knowing that reason and 
thoughtfulness are key to my personal 
growth." 
9. "I will give myself permission to not 
have all the answers and to be 
comfortable with the mysteries and 
paradoxes of the universe, accepting that 
this is a part of human experience." 
10. "Just as the universe contains both 
order and chaos, I will balance my life 
with structure and spontaneity, 
maintaining a sense of control while also 
embracing the unpredictable." 
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ii. Human Experience: The complex and contradictory nature of life contributes to the breadth and depth of human 
experience, making it rich and multifaceted. This theme highlights the human capacity to understand, appreciate and 
navigate the complexities of existence.  

Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. "Life's constantly evolving 
intricacies require an adaptable, yet 
discerning approach to truly enjoy its 
vastness." 
2. "The unique ebb and flow of 
existence molds us, preparing us for the 
delight of dashed hopes, and the 
triumph of unforeseen victories." 
3. "Human existence is a labyrinth 
guided by such paradoxes; some pains 
may end in unimaginable joys." 
4. "The spectrum of human experience 
does not favor the faint-hearted; it is 
the brave who relishes its nuanced 
richness." 
5. "Life's intricate design teaches us to 
savor its uncanny complexity, 
navigating through its winding paths 
with a seasoned sense of 
understanding." 
6. "The relentlessly shifting facets of 
life command and evoke an 
appreciation for the spontaneous and 
unpredictable nature of existence." 
7. "Our lives’ intricate map, filled with 
perplexing paradoxes, breeds a deep 
well of wisdom and resilience in us." 
8. "Embrace the beauty of life's 
complexities; they are the extraordinary 
threads that weave our human 
tapestry." 
9. "Understanding and appreciating 
life's ironies foster an advanced ability 
to navigate life's course, resulting in an 
enriched human experience." 
10. "The essential contradiction of life 
is what adds the seasoning to our 
existence, creating a diverse and 
enthralling human narrative." 

1. "I accept myself in all my 
complexity, even as I navigate 
the confusing aspects of life." 
2. "I am capable of handling 
life's difficulties with kindness 
and understanding towards 
myself." 
3. "I am more than my mistakes 
and failures; they are 
experiences that I can learn and 
grow from." 
4. "I have the capacity to 
appreciate the multifaceted 
beauty of existence." 
5. "I acknowledge the challenges 
and adversities I face as part of 
the human experience, not as a 
reflection of my worth." 
6. "I have the courage to face 
life's contradictions and 
complexities, believe in my 
abilities to grow through them." 
7. "I respect myself for trying to 
understand and navigate through 
life's contradictions and 
complexities." 
8. "I appreciate my struggle as it 
strengthens my depth of 
understanding and resilience." 
9. "I honor the journey I am on, 
even when the road is winding 
and unpredictable." 
10. "I am kind and patient with 
myself as I navigate the 
complexities of life, 
understanding that personal 
growth and wisdom come 
through experience." 
 

1. "I will prioritize mental and 
physical wellness by ensuring regular 
exercise, healthy diet, and adequate 
sleep." 
2. "I will not shy away from seeking 
professional help, like therapists or 
counselors, when feeling 
overwhelmed by life's complexities." 
3. "I will value my individuality and 
uniqueness and learn to embrace the 
personal perspectives it brings to 
experiencing life." 
4. "Recognizing that life is not always 
black and white, I will allow myself 
the patience to appreciate the gray 
areas and learn from them." 
5. "I will practice emotional resilience 
and mindfulness to navigate the ups 
and downs of life calmly and 
rationally." 
6. "I will not suppress my feelings 
and thoughts but rather acknowledge 
them as an integral part of the human 
experience." 
7. "I choose to foster a growth 
mindset, learning from failures and 
seeing them as opportunities for 
future growth and development." 
8. "I will actively pursue knowledge 
and wisdom to better understand life's 
complexities and paradoxes." 
9. "Having self-compassion is crucial. 
I will give myself the same kindness 
and understanding I'd give to a friend 
in a similar situation." 
10. "I will not let the fear of the 
unknown prevent me from exploring 
new paths and solutions when facing 
life's complexities and 
contradictions." 
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2. Cause and Effect: referencing how each moment in life is filled with possibilities and potential consequences. This 
theme emphasizes personal responsibility and taking active control of one's life.  
i. The theme of cause and effect: This speaks to how every action, decision or moment in our lives comes with an array of 
possible outcomes and effects.  

Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. Accepting Reality: Being realistic 
about the world does not mean we stop 
feeling compassion. However, often times 
we must accept that things are not going 
to go our way. 
2. Risk Assessment: Every decision we 
make comes with inherent risks. We must 
accept that not all outcomes are positive 
and navigating those risks is necessary. 
3. Prioritizing Survival: Unfortunately, 
basic survival often requires making 
tough decisions that may not align with 
our compassionate instincts. 
4. Reward Analysis: Analyzing the 
potential rewards of our actions can be a 
non-compassionate way of dealing with 
the conditional acceptance of the world. 
5. Developing Resilience: Learning to 
cope with potential negative outcomes of 
our actions helps us to become more 
resilient. 
6. Emotional Detachment: Sometimes, 
maintaining an emotional distance from 
certain situations can help us make 
decisions more objectively. 
7. Strategic Thinking: Approaching 
situations strategically rather than 
empathetically can sometimes lead to 
more favorable outcomes. 
. Self-Preservation: At times, prioritizing 
our own well-being may come at the 
expense of displaying compassion 
towards others. 
9. Understanding Power Dynamics: 
Accepting and navigating the power 
dynamics in our society often involves 
making decisions that might not be 
compassionate. 
10. Being Pragmatic: Pure compassion 
might not always be practical or feasible. 
Sometimes, we need to be pragmatic for 
the sake of survival or attaining our goals. 

1. Reduced Stress: When we cultivate self-
compassion, we tend to reduce the amount of 
stress and anxiety we experience. We become 
less attached to the outcomes of our decisions or 
actions and accept that we both can make 
mistakes and learn from them. 
2. Improved Mental Health: Unconditional 
acceptance of the world and our place in it can 
lead to better mental health. We tend to 
experience less depression and anxiety, as we 
are not constantly judging or comparing 
ourselves to others, but rather embracing 
individuality and diversity.  
3. Enhanced Relationships: As we develop self-
compassion and acceptance of the world, we 
also become more empathetic towards others. 
This can help us build healthier, more fulfilling 
relationships. 
4. Greater Resilience: Being compassionate 
towards oneself makes it easier to bounce back 
from adversity. Accepting the world as it is aids 
in this process by allowing us to see challenges 
as temporary and part of the human experience. 
5. Enhanced Productivity: Being self-
compassionate means understanding and 
acknowledging our strengths and weaknesses. 
This allows us to better allocate our resources, 
leading to improved performance and 
productivity. 
6. Broadened Perspective: With unconditional 
acceptance, we allow ourselves to see things 
from different perspectives, enhancing our 
understanding and broadening our worldview. 
7. Improved Well-being: Accepting ourselves 
and the world around us cultivates a sense of 
peace and contentment, boosting our overall 
well-being. 
8. Increased Self-esteem: Self-compassion helps 
us recognize our worth, boosting our self-
esteem. This in turn positively impacts our 
decision making and actions. 
9. Greater Capacity for Change: By accepting 
ourselves and the world unconditionally, we do 
not fear change or uncertainty but rather 
welcome it as an opportunity for growth. 
10. Optimism and Happiness: Accepting the 
world and ourselves without conditions fosters a 
more optimistic outlook on life. This positivity 
can lead to increased happiness and satisfaction. 

1. I will take the time to weigh the 
pros and cons of every decision I 
make before committing to it. 
2. It is essential for me to 
understand the possible 
consequences of my actions, and I 
will conduct thorough research if 
necessary. 
3. I will not rush into decisions, 
realizing the importance of 
considering their potential effects 
on my life and well-being. 
4. I am aware that every action has 
a reaction; therefore, I will always 
strive to act in ways that promote 
positivity and growth in my life. 
5. Even when the choice is not 
straightforward, I will prioritize 
my mental and physical health 
before making any decisions. 
6. I recognize that risks are part of 
life; however, I will consciously 
mitigate the risks that could cause 
substantial harm or stress. 
7. Allowing myself to feel a 
spectrum of emotions is an 
important part of life, but I will not 
allow these feelings to cloud my 
judgment or decision-making 
ability. 
8. I will always try to act in a way 
that aligns with my personal values 
and ethical standards, even when 
faced with challenging decisions. 
9. Recognizing that no decision is 
foolproof, I will not be hard on 
myself if things do not go as 
planned instead I'll learn from the 
experience. 
10. I will always consider seeking 
advice and insights from those I 
trust when faced with complex 
decisions to gain different 
perspectives. 
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ii. personal responsibility and active control: We take charge of our lives and being accountable for the consequences that 
come from our actions and decisions. 

Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. Accepting that not everyone 
will be kind or compassionate 
towards us, and thus we need to 
develop resilience and cope 
independently with harmful 
situations. 
2. Recognizing that success is 
usually conditional on effort and 
determination, rather than being 
handed to us unconditionally.  
3. Acknowledging that 
disappointment and failure are 
an integral part of life and not 
always avoidable. 
4. Recognizing that while we 
cannot control the actions and 
decisions of others, we can 
control the way we react to 
them. 
5. Understanding that life isn't 
always fair and often doesn't go 
as planned. 
6. Accepting that our actions and 
decisions may carry negative 
consequences or backlash from 
others. 
7. Realizing that not everyone 
believes in ‘compassionate 
acceptance’ and that our 
opinions or actions may be 
questioned or opposed. 
8. Understanding that while we 
can influence others, we 
ultimately can't control their 
decisions or actions. 
9. Realizing that our mistakes 
and setbacks are opportunities 
for growth and learning, rather 
than reasons for excessive self-
criticism. 
10. Accepting that the world 
doesn't owe us anything, and that 
we are responsible for our own 
fulfilment, happiness and 
success. 
 

1. Understanding that Personal Responsibility is 
Key: Personal responsibility is paramount in 
life. This means taking charge of actions and 
decisions and accepting the consequences that 
come with them. It doesn't mean being hard on 
oneself when things don't go as planned but 
viewing every outcome as a learning 
opportunity. 
2. Embracing Imperfections: Every human is 
imperfect and it's crucial to accept this. 
Everyone makes mistakes and it's part of human 
nature. By giving oneself permission to be 
flawed, there is the freedom to make mistakes 
and the strength to learn from them. 
3. Self-Forgiveness: After acknowledging 
mistakes, forgiving oneself is important to 
enable growth. Learning to let go of past 
mistakes also teaches us to be gentle with 
ourselves and not harbor negative feelings of 
guilt or regret. 
4. Self-Compassion: Self-compassion means 
treating oneself with the kindness and 
understanding that one would give a friend. 
Embracing self-compassion leads to emotional 
strength and resilience, making it easier to 
accept the consequences of our actions and 
decisions. 
5. Patience: Learning to be patient with oneself 
during times of struggle or difficulties. 
Understand that everything takes time and it's 
okay to stumble and take longer to achieve 
certain goals. 
6. Cultivating Positive Self-Talk: Oftentimes we 
become our most ruthless critic. Changing the 
internal dialogue to positive, encouraging 
thoughts helps in building self-resilience and 
accepting our actions and their consequences. 
7. Resilience Building: Acknowledge that life is 
full of challenges, setbacks, and hardships. 
Building resilience allows us to bounce back 
from these challenges, taking charge of our lives 
without punishing ourselves for setbacks. 
8. Acceptance of Emotions: Allowing oneself to 
feel without judging the emotion, no matter what 
it is, can create a healthier sense of being. 
9. Radical Acceptance: Unconditional 
acceptance might be difficult, but absolutely 
crucial. It means embracing everything about 
one's life. It's about accepting the past, the 
choices made, and understanding that everything 
is a part of the journey. 
10. Addressing Negative Behaviors: If a 
behavior or action didn't yield the desired result, 
rather than punishing oneself, understand the 
need to change or modify the behavior. Use 
these as chances to grow rather than hard 
evidence of shortcomings. 

1. Regular Exercise: Prioritizing physical 
fitness not only contributes to good health, 
but also helps relieve stress, improves 
mental health, and enhances self-
confidence. You are taking responsibility 
for your own well-being by engaging in 
regular exercise. 
2. Eating a Balanced Diet: Taking 
responsibility for your physical health also 
means making conscious dietary choices. 
By choosing a balanced diet rich in fruits, 
vegetables, lean proteins, and whole grains, 
you are caring for your body and accept the 
consequences of your dietary choices. 
3. Adequate Sleep: Ensuring you get 
enough rest is vital to your overall health 
and brain function. It might require 
planning and forgoing late-night activities, 
but it's a choice that leads to improved 
mental and physical health. 
4. Emotional Self-Care: Taking care of your 
emotional health is also essential. This may 
involve seeking therapy, practicing 
mindfulness, or taking time to engage in 
activities you enjoy. 
5. Financial Responsibility: Making sound 
financial decisions, like saving, investing, 
and budgeting, reflect taking charge of your 
financial future. 
6. Continued Learning: Continual self-
improvement through learning and personal 
development speaks to taking responsibility 
for your intellectual growth. 
7. Setting Boundaries: Deciding what is and 
isn't acceptable in your relationships with 
others implies that you're taking control of 
your life and acknowledging the 
consequences of those decisions. 
8. Regular Health Check-ups: Regularly 
visiting your doctor for check-ups shows 
that you're proactively looking after your 
well-being and taking responsibility for 
your health. 
9. Quitting Harmful Habits: Acknowledging 
the harmful effects of habits like excessive 
drinking, smoking, or compulsive spending, 
and taking steps to quit, symbolizes taking 
control over your actions and accepting the 
responsibility for their outcomes. 
10. Time Management: Efficiently 
managing your time to balance work, 
leisure, and self-care ensures you are not 
neglecting any crucial aspect of your life. 
It's a practical way of taking responsibility 
for your time and its outcome. 
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3. Choice and Control: his is out ability to make deliberate choices in response to consequences, and in managing 
emotional and behavioral reactions. Self-control helps us to navigate through life's ups and downs.  
 
Our capacity to make considered decisions in response to various situations, especially when facing potential 
consequences. It emphasizes personal empowerment, where we are encouraged to exercise our ability to choose and the 
freedom to make decisions in different contexts and circumstances. Personal choice is therefore seen as a critical 
component in managing life’s challenges and the consequences that may arise from them. 

Non-Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. "I will only accept 
myself if I am always 
successful." 
2. "I will respect my 
decisions only when others 
approve them." 
3. "I can possibly be 
contented with myself only 
when I reach specific goals 
or milestones." 
4. "I have to always be 
strong and invulnerable to 
be happy with myself." 
5. "I'll approve of myself 
only when I'm the best 
among others in my field." 
6. "I will only accept 
myself if I never make any 
mistakes or fail at 
anything." 
7. "I can only appreciate 
myself if I consistently 
meet the expectations of 
others." 
8. "I am only worthwhile if 
I am constantly helping 
others, even at my own 
expense." 
9. "I can only value myself 
if I am always busy, 
productive, or achieving." 
10. "I can only love myself 
if I always take the right 
decisions without any 
flaws or errors." 

1. "I am proud of myself for making 
considered decisions and managing 
life's challenges, I accept myself 
and my actions without judgment." 
2. "I understand that I am human 
and have the ability to make 
mistakes. I forgive myself when I 
make wrong choices, and I embrace 
the opportunity to learn from these 
experiences." 
3. "I have the power to control my 
own life and make choices that 
serve my highest good." 
4. "I recognize that everyone, 
including myself, has weaknesses 
and strengths. I accept them and use 
them to make informed decisions." 
5. "I validate and respect the 
personal choices I make during 
difficult times and trust in my 
ability to face any resulting 
consequences." 
6. "I trust myself and my ability to 
make decisions that are in my best 
interest even when they are 
challenging and complex." 
7. "I stand by my decisions, 
acknowledging potential 
consequences and not allowing fear 
of mistakes to inhibit my actions." 
8. "I exercise the freedom to choose 
and make decisions, understanding 
that it is part of my journey towards 
personal growth and self-
improvement." 
9. "I exercise compassion towards 
myself, acknowledging that difficult 
decisions are part of life’s learning 
process." 
10. "I am not defined by my 
mistakes, but by how I handle them. 
I embrace my humanity, the 
capacity to err, and the ability to 
grow." 

1. Regular Exercise: Choosing to engage in 
physical activities regularly to maintain good 
health and reduce the risk of chronic diseases is 
a rational decision that promotes self-care. The 
potential consequence of not exercising is poor 
health. 
2. Balanced Diet: Choosing to eat a balanced 
diet rich in fruits, vegetables, proteins, and 
whole grains reflects the capacity to make 
rational decisions about one's health. 
3. Adequate Rest: Prioritizing enough sleep and 
rest periods in the midst of busy schedules is 
crucial for physical and mental wellness. The 
possibility of fatigue and burnout are potential 
consequences of not getting enough rest. 
4. Mental Sanity: Choosing to disconnect from 
social media, toxic environments or negative 
individuals to maintain mental sanity is an 
important decision and reflects self-care. 
5. Regular Check-ups: Proactively scheduling 
regular health check-ups demonstrates rational 
decision-making about one's health. Ignoring 
signs of potential health issues can lead to 
serious consequences. 
6. Time Management: Effectively managing 
time between work, family, and personal 
activities show a keen sense of self-care and 
wise decision-making. 
7. Financial Planning: Developing a budget, 
curbing unnecessary expenses, and saving for 
the future reflect wise financial decision-
making. Potential future financial instability is a 
consequence of poor financial planning. 
8. Continuous Learning: Enrolling for 
professional courses, learning a new hobby, or 
simply reading widely shows a strong personal 
decision on self-improvement. 
9. Emotional Boundaries: Setting emotional 
boundaries with others to protect one's mental 
health shows a rational behavior. Allowing 
others to infringe upon your emotional space 
can result in emotional drain. 
10. Seeking support: Choosing to seek 
professional help when facing mental health 
struggles, instead of suffering in silence, reflects 
a rational and self-caring action. Ignoring 
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mental health issues can potentially lead to 
severe mental health complications. 

Our ability to regulate and manage our emotional and behavioral responses in different circumstances. It suggests the 
importance of emotional intelligence in controlling one's reactions, potentially leading to better outcomes in life's ups and 
downs. This theme underlines the significance of s having control over our actions, emotions, and reactions as they 
navigate their life course. 

Non-Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. "I'll respect myself when I've 
reached my weight loss goals." 
2. "I'll finally love myself if I get that 
promotion." 
3. "I can only welcome self-
acceptance when I become financially 
stable." 
4. "I can't accept myself until I 
improve on my social skills." 
5. "When I've perfected my work-life 
balance, only then I can have self-
respect." 
6. "I'll only consider myself successful 
if I buy a house." 
7. "I'll accept myself when others start 
to accept me." 
8. "I can't enjoy self-acceptance until 
I've accomplished something 
significant." 
9. "I will only have self-worth when I 
overcome all my fears." 
10. "I'll love myself when I'm finally 
free from all past mistakes and 
trauma." 
 
These sentences reflect the non-
compassionate and conditional terms 
that an individual places on their self-
acceptance. They show that a person 
is unable to accept themselves until 
they meet certain conditions or 
achieve something specific. While the 
achievements mentioned are good, the 
idea of withholding self-acceptance 
and love until those achievements are 
met might degrade emotional 
intelligence and hold back a person 
from fully experiencing life 
throughout the journey of self-growth 
and self-improvement. 
 

1. "I am in control of my emotions and 
responses. I understand that every event 
can elicit different reactions from me, 
depending on how I perceive it." 
2. "I accept that to err is human, and it is 
understandable to make mistakes. I will 
use them as stepping stones to learn, 
grow, and develop emotional 
intelligence." 
3. "Whatever obstacles come my way, I 
have the inner strength to overcome them. 
My failures and setbacks do not define 
me." 
4. "I trust in myself to handle my 
emotions effectively, even in periods of 
stress or adversity. I have the power to 
manage my emotional state." 
5. "Even when things don't go as planned, 
I remind myself that I always have the 
power to control my reactions. I 
demonstrate emotional balance in the face 
of challenges." 
6. "I am committed to understanding and 
regulating my emotions, as they are an 
important part of my life experience. My 
emotions do not control me, I control 
them." 
7. "I allow myself to feel and express my 
emotions without judgment. Each 
emotion I experience is a chance for me 
to learn and grow." 
8. "Despite the times I stumble or falter, I 
still appreciate myself. I am a work in 
progress and every step I take is 
significant in my journey." 
9. "I always respect my feelings and 
emotions, understanding their importance 
in regulating my behavior in different 
situations." 
10. "I unconditionally accept myself as a 
person who experiences a broad range of 
emotions. Each emotional experience is 
an opportunity for personal growth and 
improved emotional intelligence." 

1. Regular Exercise: This not only releases 
endorphins to boost mood, but also increases 
stamina and regulates sleep, supporting 
better overall mental and emotional health.  
2. Balanced Diet: Consuming nutritious food 
not only improves physical health but also 
promotes mental and emotional wellness. It 
will provide the necessary vitamins and 
minerals for the body to function properly 
and the mind to concentrate better.  
3. Regular Sleep Schedule: Maintain a 
regular sleep schedule to ensure restful sleep 
and decreased stress, it also helps in 
regulating and managing our emotions and 
behavior.  
4. Mindfulness and Meditation: Focus on the 
present moment and helps to reduce anxiety 
and stress, increasing self-awareness and 
emotional intelligence.  
5. Positive Self Talk: Keeping a positive 
perspective about personal abilities and 
situation can boost resilience, emotional 
health and add positivity in reactions 
regardless of circumstances.  
6. Communication: Expressing your feelings 
and opinions in a calm and assertive manner 
can help in resolving conflicts, increase 
understanding, regulating emotions and 
managing behavioral responses. 
7. Self-reflection: Regularly take time to 
reflect on your feelings and behaviors. This 
can help identify emotional triggers and 
develop coping mechanisms to deal with 
them effectively. 
8. Setting Boundaries: This reflects an 
understanding of your emotional and 
physical limitations. It aids in managing your 
response to external stimuli.  
9. Asking for Help: Whether it's a 
professional therapist or confiding in loved 
ones, seeking help when we feel 
overwhelmed is a key step in taking care of 
our mental, emotional, and physical health.  
10. Engaging in Hobbies: Activities that you 
enjoy not only brings pleasure but also serve 
as effective stress relievers, thus controlling 
your emotions and reactions. It could be 
anything like painting, playing a musical 
instrument, gardening, etc. 
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4. Authenticity: The final principle encapsulates the theme of authenticity - confirming one's humanness and embracing 
the full range of human experience, from mindless acts to highs and lows. This theme resonates with the idea of being true 
to one's human nature and acknowledging the inherent imperfections that come with it. We want to be genuine or real, and 
in this context, the emphasis is on acknowledging our fundamental humanity. By accepting every aspect of the human 
experience – the highs and lows, the thoughtless actions –we foster authenticity. It means being at peace with ourselves , 
the good and bad, and rejecting any façade of perfection. 

Non-Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. "I recognize that making mistakes 
is part of the human experience. It 
does not make me a failure." 
2. "I may not like all aspects of my 
personality, but I accept them as a 
part of who I am." 
3. "I understand that there are highs 
and lows in life, and my value does 
not decrease during lows." 
4. "My shortcomings do not define 
me; instead, they provide an 
opportunity for growth." 
5. "Having vulnerabilities is a part of 
being human, and it does not make 
me weak to accept them." 
6. "Even though I might have regrets 
in life, these experiences have shaped 
me into who I am today, and I accept 
that." 
7. "Just because others might portray 
an image of perfection, doesn't mean 
I have to do the same; being real is 
more important." 
8. "I accept my thoughts and 
emotions, positive or negative, as 
integral aspects of my human 
experience." 
9. "I may feel the pressure to fit in, 
but being true to myself holds more 
significance." 
10. "I am at peace with accepting 
myself in my entirety, this includes 
my faults and positive attributes 
both." 
 

1. "In this moment, I honor my human 
nature and all of its complexities. I 
embrace my ability to feel a range of 
emotions and accept that each one, in its 
own way, rewards me with a deeper 
understanding of who I am." 
2. "I choose not to strive for perfection, but 
for authenticity. I am a beautiful 
composition of strengths and flaws, and 
these facets of my character contribute to 
my unique self." 
3. "Self-compassion is not about avoiding 
my mistakes, but about allowing them to 
guide my growth. I won’t castigate myself 
for errors; instead, I appreciate them as 
matters of human condition that have 
shaped the person I continue to become." 
4. "My worth is not dependent on external 
validations. It’s rooted in my inherent 
humanity and the dignity that comes with 
it. I love, honor, and cherish myself for all 
that I am, will be, and have been." 
5. "I acknowledge my vulnerabilities and 
insecurities, not as failures, but as 
reminders of my genuine humanity. I will 
not resist them but embrace them as a part 
of my unique journey." 
6. "I will not shy away from my flaws; 
instead, I will shine a light upon them. By 
doing so, I am opening myself to 
improvement while celebrating my 
capacity to learn and to grow." 
7. "Just as a diamond with all its facets, I 
accept and love myself in my entirety. My 
strengths gleam with light, and my flaws 
add depth and character, together making 
me authentically unique." 
8. "I refuse to let my faults define me. 
Instead, I see them as an opportunity to 
develop a deeper understanding of myself 
and strengthen my capacity for self-
compassion." 
9. "I am a living testament to the ebb and 
flow of the human experience. I refuse to 
deny my lows to enhance my highs. I 
wholly accept this cycle as part of my 
genuine existence." 
10. "For every thoughtless action, I shall 
show understanding for myself; I forgive 
myself. It's in my nature to err, but it's also 
in my power to rectify, learn, and grow. 
This, to me, is the hallmark of 
authenticity." 

1. Regularly practicing mindfulness 
meditation: Mindfulness meditation allows 
us to become more aware of our thoughts, 
feelings, and sensations in the present 
moment, without judgment. It fosters self-
acceptance, compassion, and authenticity. 
2. Investing time in self-reflection: Taking 
time each day to quietly reflect on our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions can lead to 
greater self-understanding and authenticity. 
This could be in the form of journaling, quiet 
contemplation or therapy sessions. 
3. Setting healthy boundaries: By 
understanding and asserting our needs, and 
respecting other people’s boundaries, we are 
honoring our true selves and promoting 
genuine expressions of self. 
4. Regular physical activity: Physical 
activity, like exercise or sports, not only 
improves our physical health but also our 
mental and emotional well-being. It helps us 
to develop resilience and maintain a balanced 
perspective on life. 
5. Engaging in honest conversations: By 
expressing our feelings, thoughts and 
experiences truthfully, we are promoting 
genuineness in our relationships and 
acknowledging our shared human 
experiences. 
6. Seeking support during difficult times: 
Recognizing when we need help, and 
choosing to seek it out, is a powerful act of 
self-care and shows an understanding and 
acceptance of our fundamental humanity. 
7. Nourishing our bodies properly: By 
choosing to eat foods that are healthy and 
nourishing, along with maintaining regular 
meal times, we are showing respect towards 
our body and its needs. 
8. Spending time with those who value and 
respect us as we are: This reinforces our self-
worth and provides a safe space where we 
can be open and authentic. 
9. Prioritizing sleep: Regular, restful sleep is 
crucial to our overall well-being and plays a 
distinct role in maintaining mental health and 
emotional balance. 
10. Pursuing our passion and interest: By 
choosing to spend time on things we love 
and are passionate about, we are honoring 
our unique individuality and expressing our 
authentic self. This could include hobbies, 
work, learning, and experiential experiences. 
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We accept our human nature, that includes recognizing and accepting the intrinsic flaws human beings possess. It suggests 
an understanding and embrace of the fact that humans are imperfect creatures, and these imperfections form a significant 
part of the human experience. This theme can be affiliated with notions of self-acceptance, self-understanding, and the 
refusal to suppress the less favorable facets of one’s nature. 

Compassionate Self-Compassionate Self-Caring Mindset 
1. "I recognize my mistakes and 
shortcomings as part of my human 
condition, and I refuse to let them define 
me." 
2. "I am not perfect, and that's okay. 
Perfection is a myth, and striving for it 
only leads to disappointment." 
3. "I embrace my flaws, they contribute 
to who I am as a person. They provide 
me with invaluable lessons and growth 
opportunities." 
4. "I understand that my unique 
experience stream is a mix of strengths 
and weaknesses. This mixture makes me 
who I am." 
5. "I accept my limitations and work 
with my strengths. I refuse to suppress 
any part of my character to meet 
unrealistic expectations." 
6. "My vulnerability is a part of my 
humanity. It shows that I am real. Being 
open about my vulnerabilities helps me 
connect with others on a deep, authentic 
level." 
7. "My emotions, no matter how intense 
or uncomfortable, are a natural part of 
my human condition. I welcome them 
openly, as they are an integral part of 
my self-discovery." 
8. "I know my worth is inherent and 
unconditional. No outside judgement or 
critique can diminish it." 
9. "I am learning to stop comparing 
myself to others. My journey is personal 
and unique, and it's the only one that 
matters to me." 
10. "I give myself permission to fail. 
Each failure I encounter is a 
steppingstone towards growth, 
resilience, and self-understanding." 

1. "I accept my flaws and 
imperfections as part of my 
whole being." 
2. "I am enough, just as I 
am." 
3. "I understand my personal 
weaknesses don't define my 
worth." 
4. "All humans have flaws, 
including me, and that's 
okay." 
5. "I appreciate my 
uniqueness, both my 
strengths and weaknesses." 
6. "I choose to show myself 
understanding and kindness, 
even when I make mistakes." 
7. "My worth is not 
determined by my 
shortcomings, but by the 
entirety of who I am." 
8. "I accept all parts of 
myself - the good and the 
bad - and I am committed to 
personal growth." 
9. "I am not perfect and that's 
okay, as mistakes are an 
integral part of human nature 
and learning." 
10. "Rather than suppressing 
my flaws, I recognize them 
and use them as 
steppingstones toward self-
improvement." 
 

1. Practicing positivity and gratitude: 
Acknowledging the good aspects in 
our lives and expressing gratitude for 
them fosters self-acceptance. 
2. Engaging in regular self-reflection: 
This enables us to understand our 
strengths and weaknesses better, and 
to accept them as part of our unique 
human nature. 
3. Seeking therapy or counseling: 
This can help us deal with our 
imperfections healthily and 
progressively, without letting them 
hinder our overall well-being. 
4. Practicing Mindfulness: 
Mindfulness teaches us to live in the 
moment and accept our thoughts, 
emotions, and feelings without 
judgment. 
5. Setting realistic expectations: 
Understanding that no one is perfect, 
including ourselves, helps us set 
achievable goals without causing 
unnecessary stress or disappointment. 
6. Embracing self-improvement: We 
must continuously strive to grow and 
improve, recognizing our flaws as 
opportunities for learning and 
development, not as failures. 
7. Establishing healthy boundaries: 
This means acknowledging our 
limitations and not trying to please 
everyone at our expense. 
8. Indulging in self-care: Taking the 
time to care for our mental, physical, 
and emotional well-being is crucial 
for self-acceptance. 
9. Staying true to oneself: Not letting 
societal pressures or expectations 
change our essence is essential in 
accepting our human nature. 
10. Offering self-compassion: 
Understanding that everyone makes 
mistakes and treating ourselves with 
kindness during these times rather 
than punishing ourselves is an 
important part of recognizing our 
humanity. 
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